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********   2017  ******** 

OCTOBER  1 10:00 A.M. THE RETURN OF ANTI-SEMITISM OR FORGIVI NG THOSE WHO HATE US 
                   – Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene* 
 11:30 A.M. Adult Forum 

OCTOBER   8 10:00 A.M. HOSPITALITY  – Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola* 

 11:30 A.M. Adult Forum 

OCTOBER 15 10:00 A.M. RE-CENTERING HOSPITALITY  – Rev. Eva Cameron, Callie Amiday* 

 11:30 A.M. Adult Forum 

OCTOBER 22 10:00 A.M. COVENANTING SUNDAY – Rev. Eva Cameron, Dick Warhol* 

 11:30 A.M. Adult Forum 

OCTOBER 29 10:00 A.M. FESTIVAL SUNDAY:  ALL SOULS DAY/DAY O F THE DEAD  
                                                   – Rev. Eva Cameron, the Festival Team, Del Carpenter* 

 11:00 A.M. Halloween Party, No Adult Forum 
 

*  ~ denotes Celebration Associate 

  REGULAR  SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
    10:00 A.M.  UU Service 
    10:15 A.M.  Children’s RE  (except the 29th) 
    11:00 A.M.  Coffee / Announcements 
    11:30 A.M.  Adult Forum  (except the 29th) 
 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and 
intellectual explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice 
for religious diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

Shauna Niequist writes “The heart of hospitality is about creating space for someone to 
feel seen and heard and loved.  It’s about declaring your table a safe zone, a place of warmth 
and nourishment.” 

This month we explore the ideas of hospitality, and how they nourish and challenge us as 
people, as a nation, and as a religious community.  Hospitality brings with it many different 
facets, each of which offers its own challenges.  We may think of ourselves as very 
“hospitable” until we find ourselves challenged by the very “otherness” of those to whom we 
might extend our hospitality.  I invite you to ponder how your sense of hospitality shifts as 
you think about people who are: 

homeless 
strangers 
political opposites 
immigrants 
very poor or very rich 
have a different accent 
(and share some more with me!). 

Our Touchstone Journal offers you rich resources to help expand your thinking on 
Hospitality this month, and even has a family section.  I hope you take the time to look it over. 

Friedrich Nietzsche writes:  “In the end we are always rewarded for our good will, our 
patience, fair-mindedness, and gentleness with what is strange; gradually, it sheds its veil and 
turns out to be a new and indescribable beauty—that is its thanks for our hospitality.” 

I hope we find ways as a religious community to expand our commitment to hospitality 
this month, as we explore the many facets we can engage in this ancient and sacred practice.  
For I believe that Nietzsche is right about its rewards. 

See you in church! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECT ACTION CEDAR VALLEY 

Direct Action Cedar Valley is a group of people ready to step up, speak out, and take 
action in support of each other and our community. 

Our group usually meets once a week in the evenings.  To find out our next scheduled 
meeting please email us at <directactioncv@gmail.com>. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

UU-related historical facts in our newsletters are contributed by Mica Lorenz 
and taken from This Day in Unitarian Universalist History 

by Frank Schulman – Skinner House Books. 



 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IN  RE?N  RE?N  RE?N  RE?    

I have a dear friend who was recently told she has inoperable metastasized breast cancer in 
her lymph nodes, liver, spine and lower ribs.  She was previously told she had a 3% chance of 
reoccurrence and she fell into that 3%.  She has children younger than mine and now has to 
come to terms with the fact that she will, more than likely, not see her oldest child go to high 
school.  She is a very spiritual person who went to college to study world religions.  She 
respects all beliefs and non-beliefs, but is a strong Christian who believes in the power of 
prayer.  She surrounds herself with a large church congregation that will immediately start 
prayer chains.  Then there is us, a group of women who have been friends since our kids were 
toddlers who are mostly not religious.  For years, we “religiously” met every Thursday for 
dinner and drinks. . .and shopping. . .and coffee. . .and anything that got us out of the house.  
Sometimes we’d meet in sweatpants and sometimes we would dress up.  We’ve done short get-
aways to save our sanity as we were all stay-at-home moms.  Last year, she organized a 
surprise day trip out of state where she drove us to shop, drink and laugh.  All just because, as 
she said, we needed it.  We’d share frustrations, make each other laugh until we cried and cry 
until we laughed.  We supported each other through miscarriages, cancer, deaths, kids starting 
school, us starting jobs, buying and selling homes and more.  Now, we are preparing to go 
through the hardest times of our friendship. 

The interesting thing is to see how we have each reacted to such devastating news.  There’s 
the friend who drove to her house just to go for a walk with her the day she first found out.  The 
friend who didn’t know what to do or say.  The friend who got angry and determined to find 
ways for her to beat this.  I was the friend who internalized a bit since I have had cancer, and she 
and I supported each other through our cancer journeys.  Once I got out of my own head, I texted 
to let her know there was so much love for her but really had no other words.  She got it.  She 
understood. 

Days since the initial shock and after-shocks, and as more information comes forth, it’s been 
interesting to see how we each continue to respond.  What has been the most surprising to me is 
the friend who got angry.  She is still angry, so very angry, at everything and, it feels, everyone.  I 
cannot seem to talk her out of it.  She is angry that people are asking for prayers for our friend, 
who is their friend.  She is concerned and accusatory that her friends are trying to get attention of 
their own from someone else’s situation.  What I have had to remind her, is that it is not about us.  
It’s not about what we think we would want in this situation.  It’s not about what we think we 
wouldn’t want.  It’s about us supporting our friend and her needs.  If she has religious needs, we 
need to respect that.  We can help meet her other needs. 

Through this week of awfulness, when I walked into our CVUU building I was calm.  I was 
reminded of the times that I met her there for the Young Cancer Survivors group.  I was 
reminded of how much she loves religion and the home it provides people, internally and 
externally.  At her church home, she does the job I do here on a much larger scale.  She has 
reminded all of us that she is optimistic and we all should be too.  We should teach our children 
about religion and let them explore.  We should teach them to not be so angry, to accept prayer 
even if you don’t pray; to accept all Gods and non-believers; to respect each other and, most 
importantly, to LOVE each other. 

With love,                   Angie Stafsholt 
DCRE @ CVUU 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Thomas Barnes died at age sixty-seven on October 3, 1816. 
He is considered a member of the founding generation of Universalist ministers. 

 
 

    

    

OCTOOCTOOCTOOCTOBERBERBERBER SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES    

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. unless stated otherwise 

OctoOctoOctoOctoberberberber        1111stststst    
The Return of AntiThe Return of AntiThe Return of AntiThe Return of Anti----Semitism or ForgiSemitism or ForgiSemitism or ForgiSemitism or Forgiving Those Who Hate Usving Those Who Hate Usving Those Who Hate Usving Those Who Hate Us    

    ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (CA) 
The return of Nazi swastikas to the streets has been very unsettling to many of us.  What must 
it feel like to be Jewish living in the U.S. at this time, when people are calling for your death?  
At this time of year when Jewish people are restoring their relationships, the time of Yom 
Kippur, we will examine the very real challenge of forgiving those who hate us as we look at 
some of the reflections of those who have wrestled with this topic. 

OctoOctoOctoOctoberberberber  8  8  8  8thththth 
HoHoHoHospitalityspitalityspitalityspitality ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola (CA) 

One of the Touchstones of being human is hospitality.  Most all cultures and religions teach 
about the sacredness of hospitality.  This week we explore the ways hospitality has moved and 
shaped our experiences and sense of sacred connection. 

OctoOctoOctoOctober ber ber ber 15151515thththth    
ReReReRe----CCCCentering Hospitalityentering Hospitalityentering Hospitalityentering Hospitality ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Callie Amiday (CA) 
How do others welcome the stranger?  Do we seem welcoming, or unwelcoming?  We will 
share stories of being welcomed in other cultures, and what it felt like. . .as we re-center our 
understanding of “hospitality”.  Please let Eva know if you have a story to share, or great 
reading/poem on this topic.  We welcome participation! 

OctoOctoOctoOctober ber ber ber 22222222ndndndnd    
Covenanting SundayCovenanting SundayCovenanting SundayCovenanting Sunday ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Dick Warhol (CA) 

As UU’s we exist in a world of sacred promises, rather than creed or doctrine.  We remember 
and honor those promises today, as well as those of our minister and lay-ministers. 

October 29October 29October 29October 29thththth  
Festival SundayFestival SundayFestival SundayFestival Sunday:  :  :  :  All Souls DayAll Souls DayAll Souls DayAll Souls Day    ////    Day of the DeadDay of the DeadDay of the DeadDay of the Dead 

~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, the Festival Sunday Team, Del Carpenter (CA) 

Join us young and old as we gather to honor those who have gone before us.  Each year we 
learn a little bit about the sacred traditions of other cultures, while honoring our dead.  Please 
bring for the altar, photographs and/or mementos of your loved ones who have passed. 

Our Social Justice collection this day is for Iowa UU Witness Action Network.  There will be a 
Halloween Party following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

    

TOUCHSTONES THEME:  HOSPITALITYTOUCHSTONES THEME:  HOSPITALITYTOUCHSTONES THEME:  HOSPITALITYTOUCHSTONES THEME:  HOSPITALITY    

Hospitality is the ancient and primary vocation of religious community.  The impulse to 
authentic hospitality emerges from an abiding sense of home and the reality that we are a 
stranger.  When we welcome the stranger we are welcoming our self.  Commitment to 
hospitality involves a concern for the stranger, the immigrant, the refugee, the homeless, the 
oppressed, those mired in poverty, and more. 

“Once the guest has eaten and drunk at your table, the guest becomes kin. . 
.beggar or enemy, friend or chief, if they knock on your door, it will open; if 
they seek your shelter, it will be given, and if they ask for hospitality, give 
them your bread and wine. . .for who knows when you may need the help of a 
fellow human?”                ~~ Keri Hulme 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The pineapple is a symbol of hospitality. 

 
 

 

 

BUDDHIST PATH 

The Buddhist Path group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. with ‘tea and cookies in the 
kitchen’.  They then adjourn upstairs to check in with their stories of the week, chanting, 
meditation, and then have dharma discussion.  Feel free to join in any Thursday. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

On October 20, 1757 Warrington Academy opened in Warrington, England.  This institution, 
where Joseph Priestley was a tutor and conducted many of his scientific experiments, was 
founded to educate Unitarians in the various professions, but especially the ministry.  The 
academy closed in 1786 and was succeeded by Manchester Academy (now Harris Manchester 
Academy of Oxford University). 
 



ISLAMIC CENTER OPEN HOUSE 

Recently I was speaking with Dema Kazkaz, president of the Islamic Center in Waterloo.  
They are planning another fall Open House to welcome the community and encourage 
friendships.  At the time of this writing, the date has yet to be set but I believe they are 
thinking later in September.  For those of you who are reading this newsletter early enough, 
watch the newspaper and the news for the specific date and time.  This opportunity is open to 
people of all faiths. 

Gerry Chamberlin, Editor 

 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE !! 

Halloween CelebrationHalloween CelebrationHalloween CelebrationHalloween Celebration    oooon Sunday, October 29n Sunday, October 29n Sunday, October 29n Sunday, October 29thththth    

There will be no Children’s RE this Sunday, as it is a family-friendly Festival Sunday.  
Following the service, there will be a Halloween Celebration from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Costumes are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE FREE FOOD PANTRY 

Thank you for your donations.  Please consider regular donations to the Food Pantry so 
we can continue to help supplement the diet and needs of our neighbors in need. 

If you would rather make a monetary donation please make a check out to the CVUU 
with Food Pantry in the memo line.  I buy many bulk items at Sam’s Club and the Dollar 
Store and this would help make those purchases. 

Please do not donate tomato products, sauces or pasta.  These items are not taken.  Items 
that are taken are canned meals such as ravioli and Spagettios etc., pork and beans, small 
micro meals (non-refrigerated of course), peanut butter, pudding packs, various treats, toilet 
paper, toothpaste, deodorant, toothbrushes, baby food.  Also, children and teen books and 
craft supplies (crayons, pencils, coloring books, etc.). 

A personal note:  I want to thank you for your generosity.  One of the little kids asked me 
why we did this.  I said, “Because we like to be generous.  Do you know what that means?”  
He said, “No”.  I told him we liked to share what we have with others who might need it.  He 
said, “Oh”.  He is one of many kids I see a lot.  They stop by to see what’s in the box when 
they get off the school bus.  Most all of the people who use the pantry are kids.  This summer 
I saw a lot of them and I got the idea that most were  looking for something to eat during the 
day and were fixing their own lunch and snacks.  Most of them are friendly and appreciative.  
We do have a few who have dumped food or littered or caused some problems, but most are 
good kids looking for something to eat. 

~~Mica Lorenz 



 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

CHILDRENS’  RE  VOLUNTEERS! 

Kelly and John Fischer Mary and Bryce Watson 
Carollyn Hartsfield Joan Taylor 
Michaela Rich Mica Lorenz 
Mike Knapp Juanita Williams 
Erin Buchanan Kevin Stafsholt 
Karen Impola Betsy Brant 

You’re all SPECTACULAR! 
    

 

 

 

 

 

When witches go riding, 

and black cats are seen, 

the moon laughs and whispers, 

‘tis near Halloween. 
    

    

James Henry Leigh Hunt was born on October 19, 1784 in Southgate, Middlesex, England.  
The son of a clergyman who was thrown into debtor’s prison, Hunt developed an interest in 
politics and poetry and became a noted literary critic.  He was a Unitarian and associated with 
many Unitarians of his day, such as Charles Dickens, Harriet Martineau, and Charles Lamb, 
and other literary greats like Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley.  Hunt worked as a drama 
critic and founded a weekly magazine, The Examiner, with his brother, John.  He and his 
brother were found guilty of libel, fined, and sentenced to two years in prison, where Hunt 
continued to edit the magazine.  For a time, he also edited The Monthly Repository, a Unitarian 
journal.  He is best remembered for his poems, “Abou Ben Adhem” and “Jennie Kissed Me”.  
He died on August 28, 1856. 
 
 
 
 

 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    

As the new church year gets started, activities are buzzing for children and adults alike! 

Karen Kitchen continues to heal from broken bones as does Mary Olson.  Keep them in 
your thoughts; cards and/or calls would be welcome. 

Marilyn Desmond is residing at Mallard Point; her address is 2603 Orchard Drive, #309, 
Cedar Falls.  She may be reached by phone:  319-859-5590. 

Remember our senior members and friends with thoughts, prayers, calls or a visit.  Lewis 
Lynch is at Friendship Village; Earl Van Fleet is at Rosewood. 

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in need of assistance. 



The first meeting of the National Conference of Unitarian Churches was held 
on October 10, 1866 in Syracuse, New York. 

    

    

    

    

    

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Sundays 11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.; childcare available. 

October  1st 
Judy Harrington will lead a discussion on the resurgence of anti-Semitism, as a follow up to 
Rev. Cameron’s sermon. 

October  8th 
There will be a discussion of Luis Argueta’s recent film about immigration, The U Turn.  Mr. 
Argueta is visiting the area for several showings of the film.  The Adult Forum will give a 
“sampler” and encourage attendance at other showings.  Among other things, the film 
includes a brief appearance by our very own Heather Flory, talking about the immigrant 
family that our congregation helped a few years ago. 

October 15th 
Mica Lorenz will lead a discussion of the book, Witnessing Whiteness by  Shelly Tochuk.  
This brief introduction can be a lead-in to a more extended book discussion group, if there is 
sufficient interest. 

October 22nd 
“Confessions of an ex-Confederate” – Al Hays will discuss his childhood in the South, 
growing up with symbols of the Confederacy prevalent and revered.  He will expand this into 
a discussion of the meaning of historical symbols in general and how they are used for 
current political purposes.  He especially invites other members of the congregation with 
southern origins to share their experiences. 

October 29th 
There will be no Adult RE this day due to the Halloween Party. 

Al Hays 
 

 

 

 

 

CARING CONNECTIONS 

The Caring Connections committee meets the first Sunday of the month at 11:30 a.m.; in 
October that will be Sunday the 1st. 

The contact persons for October are:  Carollyn Hartsfield during the first two weeks and 
Pam Hays the last two weeks.  Carollyn’s info is:  <carollynps@gmail.com> or 260-1096.  
Pam’s info is:  <pamelagene@hotmail.com> or 266-8406. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVING FORWARD WITH CVUU 

All of us who have committed our time and energy to the Cedar Valley Unitarian 
Universalist congregation share the desire that it be a healthy, thriving religious community 
that has a clear vision of its potential contribution to the community and the world.  
However, in recent months there have been developments that cause us concern about the 
health of the congregation, including:  declining financial contributions, increasing difficulty 
in recruiting people for leadership positions, and the disengagement or loss of members who 
have the potential to contribute to the congregation. 

Nevertheless, we share a faith that our congregation can thrive and grow, that it can meet 
a variety of needs for members, and that it can have a positive impact on the community.  
Our Religious Movement is important in this troubled world! 

Therefore, the Board has authorized a series of focus groups during the fall of 2017 to 
explore potential strengths and weaknesses of our congregation and to gather information 
that will contribute to efforts to strengthen our group. 

If you have participated in a focus group, you know that they are small groups of six to 
eight persons who engage in a dialog on important issues, guided by a set of carefully 
designed questions.  The purpose of these groups is not to come to shared conclusions or to 
make decisions but simply to gather information about the diverse perspectives of our 
congregation. 

Please contribute your thoughts and dreams to this important dialog about the future of 
our congregation. 

Sign up for one of the many different dates and times shown below, either at church on 
the bulletin board or by emailing Al Hays at <poverty-ridge@hotmail.com>.  Please sign up 
no later than October 8th. 

Focus group schedule:  
Saturday, October 14th at 3:00 p.m. at the home of Carollyn Hartsfield 

Wednesday, October 18th at 6:30 p.m. at the church (child care provided) 

Sunday, October 22nd at 2:00 p.m. at the home of Bill and Moria Brown 

Sunday, October 22nd at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Mike Knapp and Mica Lorenz 

Thursday, October 26th at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Juanita Williams and Dennis Harbaugh 

Saturday, October 28th at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Del and Christine Carpenter 

Monday, October 30th at 10:30 a.m. at the home of Mary Kay Madsen 

Sunday, November 5th at 2:00 p.m. at the home of Al and Pam Hays 

Wednesday, November 8th at 6:30 p.m. at the church (child care provided). 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22ndndndnd    isisisis    MOTHERMOTHERMOTHERMOTHER----ININININ----LAW DAYLAW DAYLAW DAYLAW DAY    

Similar to Mother's Day, this observance was 
begun in 2002 to celebrate those special in-laws! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SOME OBSERVANCES FOR  

THE MONTH OF OCTOBER INCLUDE: 

National AIDS Awareness month     National Animal Safety and Protection month 
National Seafood month     National Roller Skating month 

National Substance Abuse Prevention month 
National Medical Librarian month     National Protect Your Hearing month 

National Caramel month    National Work and Family month 
 
 
 

DCRE’S HOURS 

Angie’s office hours are 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings. 

 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT~~IMPORTANT~~IMPORTANT~~IMPORTANT~~OCTOOCTOOCTOOCTOBERBERBERBER DEADLINES DEADLINES DEADLINES DEADLINES    

FOR TFOR TFOR TFOR THE CALENDAR HE CALENDAR HE CALENDAR HE CALENDAR ANDANDANDAND NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER    

The next newsletter will be the November issue. 

The calendar deadline for this issue will be Wednesday, October 18th (info goes to Janet 
in the office) and the newsletter deadline will be Friday, October 20th (articles get sent to me). 

If you are unsure as to which of the two of us needs your information, send it to both of 
us and we’ll sort it out. 

Please mark your calendars now for October 18th and 20th—the November newsletter 
deadlines. 

Gerry Chamberlin, Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

“a.m. UU” 

“a.m. UU” will meet on Monday, October 16th.  The group is open to anyone who enjoys 
morning coffee, tea and conversation. 

We meet at Caribou Coffee on University Avenue in Cedar Falls from 7:00 - 8:30 a.m. on 
the third Monday of every month.   See you in September! 

~~Bill Brown 

(Ed. Note:  Don’t forget to buy your Caribou scrip at the Sunday scrip table or contact 
Shanlee directly.) 



2017 TREATS & TALENTS AUCTION 

Saturday, November 11th 

Ahoy Matey!  Since we have so many sailors in our midst and this year’s auction falls on 
Veteran’s Day, we’ve decided to hit the beach for a Hawaiian luau!  So break out the 
flowered shirts, grass skirts and tropical whites and join our crew for a party on the beach.  
Maybe we’ll even have a sing-along with show tunes from South Pacific, a 
limbo contest, and even a jug or two of torpedo juice left over from 
McHale’s Navy. 

Social time begins at 6:00 p.m.  The Auction runs from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
Child care will be provided. 

Start thinking about what “treats” or “talents” you might offer for the 
evening.  Last year’s event offered a wide range of items ranging from 
exotic dinners to making beer. 

Costumes are not required but sure make the evening a lot more fun.  Don’t have a 
Hawaiian shirt or grass skirt in your closet?  Have your tropical whites shrunk?  Well get out 
your cut offs, t-shirts and flip-flops and join us. 

For more information contact Mike Knapp at 610-0834 or <lairdknapp@gmail.com>. 

~~Mike Knapp 
CVUU T&T USO Committee 

 
 
 
 

CVUU PROGRESSIVE PARENTS 

Interested in the CVUU Progressive Parenting group? 
Stay in touch and keep up with what they do and when they will meet via 

<https://www.facebook.com/groups/569299679747285/>. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALS 
First United Methodist Church in Cedar Falls is the location for Community Meals—the 

next one in which the CVUU participates will be Tuesday, October 31st.  Thanks to all who 
helped in August and to those who can offer to help us again. 

Volunteers are needed to set up tables and chairs that morning, donate cupcakes, serve 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and clean up from 5:45 p.m. until approximately 6:30 p.m.  We 
could use some new helpers, so if you’ve been thinking about this for a while, now is the time! 

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or contact Ruth Walker at 277-7044 or 
<ruthdbwalker@yahoo.com>. 



GREEN  LIVING  CORNER 

The Bean Garden 

It happened (not by chance but by season) a few days before I wrote this article.  Some 
beans needed picking in the garden of a friend who was away.  The pole beans in the garden 
her family keeps have a 6 inch x 6 inch grid fence to ascend and, altogether, they taught me a 
lesson. 

I planned to go down the rows on either side and clear them off in no time.  
I knew the job of picking beans needs a “good eye,” but had forgotten it also 
requires good bending, sudden squatting, bird-like head-cocking, and even 
ear-to-mulch peering to get all the views and all the beans. 

While there I discovered beans through the other side that I’d missed a few 
minutes ago, beans down low, beans in camo, beans behind a leaf.  They 
seemed to jump out and taunt, “How come you didn’t see us before?  Ha, ha!” 

Aesop says:  “There are many, many more points of view and facts to find than can be 
seen in one, two, or even three cursory passes.” 

Here are some older and newer facts and points of view to peruse this month: 
� Re sand:  “It’s a small world after all, say scientists warning of sand scarcity.”  Christian 
Science Monitor,  <csmonitor.com/Environment/2017/> 

� Re insurance stats on money saved by wetlands:  “Putting a price tag on the flood-
reducing value of wetlands.”  <anthropocenemagazine.org/2017/09/wetlands-reduce-flood-
damage/environment> 

� Re cocoa and environment:  “Once this was all trees, but they burned them to plant 
cocoa.”  <TheGuardian.com/environment> 

� Re American soil:  ‘Can American soil be brought back to life?’  
<politico.com/agenda/story/2017/9/13/soil-health-agriculture-and-usda/000513?>. 

 ~~Donna Davis, for Green Living 
 

 

 

 

 
 

On October  15, 1889 Manchester College, an academy to train Dissenters from the Church 
of England for the learned professions, opened in Oxford, England, having moved from 
London.  Its primary function was to train Unitarian ministers, though it had no official 
connection with the denomination.  At the time the college was founded in 1786, Unitarians 
were not allowed to graduate from either Oxford or Cambridge Universities because of the 
requirement to sign the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England.  Manchester College 
is now named Harris Manchester College and is one of the constituent colleges of Oxford 
University.  Its charter from Queen Elizabeth II requires that the chaplain of the college is 
Unitarian, Unitarian ministerial students are trained at no cost, and a Unitarian is on the 
college’s governing body. 

 
 
 



FROM THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE COMMITTEE OF THE 
MIDAMERICA REGION, UUA  

HISTORY VIGNETTE #16 
On Adlai Stevenson by Victor Urbanowicz 

One doesn’t research Adlai E. Stevenson (1900-1965) very far before an impressive picture 
begins to form.  His 1952 acceptance speech for the presidential nomination, for instance, 
would seem odd today because of the speaker’s ambivalence, but it plainly comes from an 
extraordinary mind: 

I would not seek your nomination for the Presidency, because the 
burdens of that office stagger the imagination.  Its potential for good or 
evil, now and in the years of our lives, smothers exultation and converts 
vanity to prayer. 

In 1956 Stevenson failed to unseat the popular Dwight Eisenhower, and 
in 1960 he lost his party’s nomination to John F. Kennedy.  There is far more 
to Stevenson, though, than these electoral losses.  His speeches were often 
compared to Winston Churchill’s.  His long record of public service includes 
working for the Secretary of the Navy in the Roosevelt administration and 
later helping to draw up the documents that created the United Nations. 

President Truman appointed him delegate to the UN General Assembly 
in 1946 and 1947.  In one term as governor of Illinois—an office which he held when offered 
the nomination and which he was reluctant to leave—he was effective at eliminating 
government corruption.  Under the Kennedy administration he returned to the UN as US 
Ambassador.  There he “served as president of the Security Council and advocated arms 
control and improved relations with the new nations of Africa” (Harvard Square Library).  
During the controversy over the Bay of Pigs invasion, Stevenson unwittingly issued false 
denials of CIA involvement because the administration had concealed the truth from him.  On 
learning the truth, he came close to resigning his ambassadorship.  In 1965, however, he died 
unexpectedly in London while holding that office. 

Richard Henry readably describes Stevenson’s Unitarian connections in the Dictionary of 
Unitarian Universalist Biography: 

Stevenson’s great grandfather, Jesse Fell, was the principal founder of the Unitarian church 
in Bloomington, Illinois in 1859.  He also recruited the first minister, Gordon Ames.  At the 
80th anniversary celebration of the church, Stevenson, the featured speaker, recalled that his 
Presbyterian father sometimes urged him to go to Second Presbyterian Church on Sunday, but 
that always “we went to the Unitarian Church!”  Though his father was related to many 
Presbyterian ministers, Stevenson claimed that his “earliest recollections are uniformly 
Unitarian.”  He signed the membership book of the Bloomington (IL) Unitarian Church in 
1952.  “My mother was a Republican and a Unitarian, my father was a Democrat and a 
Presbyterian, Stevenson once explained.  “I wound up in his party and her church, which 
seemed an expedient solution to the problem.” 

CVUU Editor’s note:  This is just a portion of the interesting sixteenth story of UU churches 
sent to the History and Heritage Committee of the MidAmerica Region.  For the complete version, 
go to: <https://www.midamericauua.org/about-us/history-and-heritage/2697-on-adlai-stevenson>. 

 

 

 

“In America, anybody can become president. 

That’s one of the risks we take.”  ~~Adlai Stevenson 



 

“Hit the Beach for a Hawaiian Luau!” 

The 2017 Treats & Talents Auction 
 

When:  Saturday, November 11th 

Time:  6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Where:  Fellowship Hall 

 
It’s time for our Annual Treats & Talents Auction!  This year’s event falls 
on Veteran’s Day, and since we have so many sailors at CVUU, we’re 
hitting the beach for a Hawaiian luau.  Social time begins at 6:00 p.m. with 
the auction at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Just what is a “Treats & Talents Auction”?  This is our annual fundraising 
event where members, friends and area businesses donate items to be 

auctioned off during the event.  Auction items have ranged from dinners to 
parties, hand woven shawls and scarves, fossil hunting trips, weekend and 
vacation get-aways, to personal services like:  an evening of babysitting, 
putting up storm windows, or cleaning house gutters.  Auction items are only 
limited by the creativity of the donor whether they sell for $5.00 or for $50. 
 
Social time begins at 6:00 p.m.  The Auction starts at 7:00 p.m. so we can end 
by 9:00 p.m.  Light refreshments from our crew and torpedo juice provided to 
deal with the munchies.  Child care will also be available.  Fill out this auction 
item form, drop it in the box in the Fellowship Hall, email it to Mike at 
<lairdknapp@gmail.com> or send it to him at 1141 Independence Ave., 
Waterloo, IA  50703. 
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“Hawaiian Luau” – The 2017 Treats & Talents Auction 

 

I will donate the following auction item:         

             

             

             

             

Name:          Phone:      

Email:          Suggested bid amount:   

Return to Mike Knapp, 1141 Independence Ave., Waterloo, IA  50703 or <lairdknapp@gmail.com>. 


