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********   2016  ******** 
DECEMBER    4 10:00 A.M.  O COME EMANUEL – Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene* 
 11:30 A.M.  Adult Forum 

DECEMBER  11 10:00 A.M.  FESTIVAL SUNDAY:  OUR UU CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
                                                       – Rev. Eva Cameron, Callie Amiday, Jessica Lieb 
 11:30 A.M.  Adult Forum 

DECEMBER 18 10:00 A.M.  MI KAMOCHA BA’EILIM HASHEM OR WHO IS LIKE YOU, O GOD?  
                                                                                           – Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene* 
 11:30 A.M.  Adult Forum 

DECEMBER 24   5:30 P.M.  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  – Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola* 
              followed by a holiday party 

DECEMBER 25 11:00 A.M.  CHRISTMAS CHAPEL SHARING CIRCLE  – Damon Gross 
              followed by an Unorganized Potluck 

*  ~ denotes Celebration Associate 

  REGULAR  SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
    10:00 A.M.  UU Service  (11:00 a.m. on the 25th) 
    10:15 A.M.  Children’s RE  (except the 11th and 25th) 
    11:00 A.M.  Coffee / Announcements 
     11:30 A.M.  Adult Forum  (except the 25th) 
 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and 
intellectual explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice 
for religious diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

As I write this, our balmy fall has turned bitter and blustery, and I have drawn all the curtains 
to the blowing cold.  Seasons change as seasons do, with some things old and some things new.  
Together as a nation we are entering a new season.  May we bring our best values to bear as 
individuals to assure that our nation thrives.  Together as northerners, we share the dark and cold 
months together.  Some of us thrive and create joy wherever we go.  Some hunker down and wait it 
out with resignation.  Some take every drop in temperature and every snowflake a bit personally, 
and get grumpy.  Sometimes we fluctuate in our responses but with this time, we also have our 
winter holidays. . .. 

I always like to write my December column as a card from me to you.  You have to be a bit 
imaginative to get this “card”, since I haven’t got the time to mail one to each of you.  So I’ll 
create a picture for you to imagine.  Here’s the description, read it and then close your eyes and 
paint the picture: 

It’s nighttime, and a church is in the background.  Cheery light comes from its windows.  Big 
snowflakes fall from the sky.  Coming out of the door, down the steps, and into a snowy night 
are all sorts and kinds of people.  Paint them old and young; black and red and brown and white 
and all the shades in between.  Picture the differing colors of their hair, the fun shapes of their 
noses, the many ways they smile. . .as they all look up at the snowflakes with wonder.  Imagine 
the red-mittened boys, just ready to run off and make a snowball, and the woman with a cane 
being extra careful with her step.  Imagine the father with a baby in his arms.  Imagine people 
you know, and people you love—family and friends.  Take some time and picture them together, 
about to head out into the world. 

Then when you open the card, my message reads: 
 May we each find a community that 
 lights a fire of hope and love in our hearts, 
 as we head out into our world, eager 
 to create a world of justice and peace. 

With love, 
 
 
 
 
 

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 

You may have noticed the Little Food Pantry box located by the front drive-up.  If not, please 
stop and check it out.  We are offering free food and necessities to those in need.  If you have a 
need, please help yourself.  If you can, please donate.  There is a rolling metal cart in the 
Fellowship Hall on which you may place your donations.  Thank you so much for helping. 

Please contact Mica Lorenz at <mikemica@gmail.com> if you would like to assist the 
Food Pantry team (by filling the box on Sundays for a month) or by making a cash donation 
to buy supplies. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

UU related historical facts in our newsletters are contributed by Mica Lorenz 
and taken from This Day in Unitarian Universalist History 

by Frank Schulman – Skinner House Books. 



WHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IN  RE?N  RE?N  RE?N  RE?    

There are days when it seems like everything is working against you.  When you look around 
the house and it seems like there are a million little major projects to do, chores to complete, 
groceries to buy, yard work to finish, laundry to wash and then in the midst of it all, your dryer 
stops working.  You just bought three new appliances this spring because you thought the world 
was against you then when they all decided to quit working. Now, the one remaining old 
appliance (and by old, I mean five years old, which isn’t old at all) has decided to die with a big 
thud.  Well, this was my day today. 

It was a busy day and was going relatively smoothly, other than the overwhelming feeling of 
just needing to get things done.  The constant nagging of the items that need to be completed 
before I can thoroughly enjoy the holiday and time off of work.  I just keep plugging away 
getting closer to the end of the list so I can finally take some time to relax.  Then, a major 
appliance quits and puts work to a screeching halt. 

Now, I wasn’t doing a ton of laundry, but I was washing sheets for company coming, and 
cleaning the carpets while cleaning up from dinner.  Only the dryer broke, so I could go on cleaning 
carpets and start preparing lunches, but sometimes you just need to throw in the towel, quit for the 
night and have a little pity party for yourself.  It’s not ideal, but sometimes it’s just necessary. 

Maybe tomorrow, in the morning sunshine, it will all seem better.  I know the dryer won’t 
work, as I heard the clunk when it stopped, but maybe, just maybe, it won’t be the cost of a 
whole new dryer.  Maybe it won’t be as bad as it seems right now during this pity party, and I 
remind myself that it usually isn’t as bad as it seems at the moment.  I also remind myself that I 
will really, REALLY enjoy that time when we stop everything and just celebrate being together; 
when we celebrate the past year, new appliances and all; when lists don’t matter and spending 
time with family does.  Right now, in the midst of damp sheets, I look forward to the warm 
holidays. 

I hope you all have a calm and peaceful holiday.  I hope that you get to mark those things off 
of your list so you can fully enjoy the joy of the time off.  Even if you don’t complete your list, 
stop and celebrate all you’ve done, especially within our church and outside of it.  You are all 
amazing. 

Have a happy Christmas and a cheerful New Year, 
Angie Stafsholt, DCRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGCHRISTMAS PAGCHRISTMAS PAGCHRISTMAS PAGEANTEANTEANTEANT    

We will have our UU Christmas pageant on Sunday, December 11th and all ages are invited 
to participate.  Contact me or Rev. Eva if you would like to be a part of the pageant. 

Jessica 
 
 
 
 
Francis Greenwood Peabody was born in Boston, Massachusetts on December 4, 1847.  He 
began his career as a teacher and became a Unitarian minister in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 
1874.  Bad health eventually forced him to return to teaching.  Peabody held two professorships 
at Harvard Divinity School.  He was a strong social gospel advocate and specialized in social 
ethics at Harvard.  A gifted preacher and professor of homiletics, Peabody descended from a 
long line of ministers.  His key work was “Jesus Christ and the Social Question” (1900).  He died 
on December 28, 1936 at the age of eighty-nine. 



Agitation began on December 6, 1563 in Zurich, Switzerland against the presence of the anti-
Trinitarian Bernardino Ochino, who was strongly influenced by Michael Servetus in his rejection of 
the Trinity.  Ochino was banished from the site of Zurich and the church “to preserve the peace and 
purity of both”.  The immediate cause of the anger toward him was publication of his book, Thirty 
Dialogues, dealing mostly with whether Jesus was the Messiah, which he denied, and the Trinity, 
which he rejected. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DECDECDECDECEMEMEMEMBERBERBERBER SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES    
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. unless stated otherwise 

DecDecDecDecememememberberberber     4 4 4 4thththth    
O Come EmanuelO Come EmanuelO Come EmanuelO Come Emanuel    ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (CA) 
As we enter the season of Advent, Rev. Eva offers a reflection on the spiritual practice of sitting 
and waiting for the birth of faith, hope, peace, and love.  You may find there are some connections 
to the current political climate.  You may find there are connections to your feelings for the 
approaching holiday if you are struggling with grief, loss or depression.  You may just like the 
cozy dark times of winter. 

DecDecDecDecemememember ber ber ber 11111111thththth  ~ Festival Sunday  ~ Festival Sunday  ~ Festival Sunday  ~ Festival Sunday 
Our UU Christmas PageantOur UU Christmas PageantOur UU Christmas PageantOur UU Christmas Pageant    ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Callie Amiday, Jessica Lieb 

Join the Festival Sunday team for some holiday fun as we re-tell the traditional Christmas story, 
complete with a very curious little UU kid—who asks four UU’s their understanding of the story.  
Please invite your friends who struggle to make meaning of this holiday. 
Our Greater UU Collection will be for Meadville Lombard Theology School. 

DecDecDecDecemememember ber ber ber 18181818thththth    
Mi Kamocha Ba’eilim Hashem or Mi Kamocha Ba’eilim Hashem or Mi Kamocha Ba’eilim Hashem or Mi Kamocha Ba’eilim Hashem or Who is Who is Who is Who is LLLLike You, O God?ike You, O God?ike You, O God?ike You, O God?    

~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (CA) 
Hanukkah starts on Christmas Eve this year.  Although many of us may not light the Menorah in 
our homes, and many Jews see it as a somewhat minor holiday in their flow of the year, it has 
always been a great celebration of religious freedom.  In this time where tensions are running 
high around the world over how governments and religions should get along, we will explore 
some of the history of religious freedom as we celebrate the arrival of Hanukkah. 

December 24December 24December 24December 24thththth     5:30 p.m. (note time)    
Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola (CA) 
Join us for our annual gathering with carols, stories and candlelight.  Our Social Justice 
Collection will be for Grin and Grow Daycare scholarships. 
Following this service, there will be a holiday party; everyone is invited to bring a holiday 
treat—sweet or savory—to share. 

DecDecDecDecemememember ber ber ber 25252525thththth   11:00 a.m. (note time change) 
Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas CCCChapelhapelhapelhapel    Sharing CircleSharing CircleSharing CircleSharing Circle ~~ Damon Gross 
Damon will lead this chapel service, helping us to share our thoughts and responses regarding the 
message of peace and goodwill to all people.  Following the service there will be a brief 
fellowship time before we share in an Unorganized Potluck lunch. 



SMILE WHEN YOU SHOP 

Do you shop on Amazon.com?  If so, here is a way you can contribute to CVUU with little 
effort.  Amazon offers a service called “Amazon Smile”.  When you shop using “Amazon Smile” 
and make a purchase, then Amazon will make a donation to your favorite charity.  Available 
products, prices and Prime Benefits are the same as using Amazon.com.  Want to learn more about 
it?  Go to:  <smile.amazon.com/about> 

It is easy—sign up, pick Cedar Valley Unitarian Universalists as your favorite charity, and 
shop using “Amazon Smile”. 

 
 

 
 
 

NEW  HORIZONS  BANDNEW  HORIZONS  BANDNEW  HORIZONS  BANDNEW  HORIZONS  BAND    

Want to hear some great live music this month?  Many in our community ‘make music’ in 
the New Horizons Band which has two concerts per year.  Their December performance is on 
Monday the 12th at 7:30 p.m. in the Great Hall of the Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts Center. 

Many of our friends and neighbors play in the band including longtime UU friend, Lewis 
Lynch on saxophone.  Don’t miss this terrific evening that is always enjoyed by a good-sized 
crowd—and there are treats after the performance too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ADULT  FORUMS 

December  4th 
Get creative for the season 
The Creative Arts team will lead us in making creative decorations for our Christmas tree that 
reflect people’s personal concerns and perceptions (anyone remember the Symbol Tree?).  This 
activity will be accompanied by music, and there will also be opportunities for participation in 
drama.  Even though this is the adult forum, kids are welcome to participate in these activities. 

December 11th 
Reflections on the holidays for UUs 
Every year during our pageant, three or four members contribute their ideas about what the 
Christmas story means from their perspective, whether Christian, Buddhist, Jewish, pagan or 
humanist.  This year, the Adult Forum will continue these reflections with a chance for more 
people to participate.  Often UUs tend to have somewhat ambivalent feelings towards the holiday 
celebration, since they have moved away from traditional religious interpretations.  However, 
there is still a great deal of room for us to create meaning from this holiday. 

December 18th 
Promoting religious tolerance 
Eva’s sermon will address issues of preserving religious tolerance in this post-election period, 
when intolerant people are getting more vocal.  The forum will continue the discussion of these 
difficult issues. 

December 25th 
Due to the holiday, there is no Adult Forum this day. 

Al Hays 



CVUU OFFICE HOURS 

The office will be closed on 
Monday, December 26th for the holiday. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BUDDHIST PATH 

The Buddhist Path group meets each Thursday at 7:00 p.m. with ‘tea and cookies in the 
kitchen’.  They then adjourn upstairs to check in with their stories of the week, chanting, 
meditation, and then have dharma discussion.  Feel free to join in any Thursday. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

CVUU PROGRESSIVE PARENTS 

Interested in the CVUU Progressive Parenting group?  Stay in touch and keep up with what 
they do and when they will meet via <https://www.facebook.com/groups/569299679747285/>. 

 

 

 

 

CARING CONNECTIONS 

The Caring Connections committee meets on the first Sunday of each month at 11:30 a.m.  
The contact person for December is Kelly Fischer who can be reached at 290-3731 or 
<kelly.rd.fischer@gmail.com>. 

 
 

 

 
 

“a.m. UU” 

“a.m. UU” will meet on Monday, December 19th.  The group is open to anyone who enjoys 
morning coffee, tea and conversation.  We meet from 7:00 - 8:30 a.m. at the Cedar Falls Caribou 
Coffee on University Avenue on the third Monday of every month. 

This is a great way to start your holiday activities for the week and don’t forget to stop by 
the Scrip table on Sundays to purchase your Caribou scrip! 

Bill Brown 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DECEMBER DATES FOR CHILDREN’S  RE 
       4th – RE as scheduled 
     11th – CVUU Christmas Pageant (No RE) 
     18th -- RE as scheduled 
     25th -- No RE 
                                January 1st -- No RE 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!! 

 
Lewis Howard Latimer, a Unitarian and African-American inventor and engineer, 

died on December  11, 1928 at age eighty. 



On December 19, 1523 Ludwig Hetzer, a Protestant with strong Unitarian beliefs, published a 
treatise against worship of images.  He declared that “the Father alone is the true God—that 
Christ is not equal to the Father—that there are not three persons in one God”.  He was 
condemned for blasphemy and beheaded at Constance, Switzerland, on February 4, 1529. 
 
 
 
 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    

As this is being written, the weather changed from a balmy fall to a serious one!  Time to 
get out the long underwear after all.  A safe and happy holiday season to everyone.  

We were so saddened to hear about the death of Jim Paprocki who was a longtime member 
of our church some years ago.  Jim was such a quiet person but dedicated in so many ways to 
making the world a better place.  A private funeral and burial was held October 26th—our 
deepest sympathy to Jim’s family, especially his wife, Martha. 

Jim had some specific things that he wanted Martha to ask all of his family and friends to do 
in memory of him: 

� that we all love, support, and respect each other daily, forever; 
� that we all keep up the fight for equality, inclusion, and services for people with 

disabilities and people who are aging; 
� that we continue to educate the general public, legislators, policy makers, and others to 

treat people with disabilities, and those who are aging, with dignity and respect, 
� that we all make a donation to the disability and/or aging organization of our choice in his 

memory, so that organization can continue with the advocacy they do for the rights of individuals 
with disabilities, including those who are aging. 

Marilyn Desmond will be staying longer in Florida as the treatments haven’t stopped 
the cancer.  Do keep her in your thoughts and prayers.  Her contact information is:  
<desmma15@gmail.com>, 1225 Havendale Blvd. #230, Winter Haven, FL  33881. 

Congratulations to Al Hays who was featured in Scott Cawelti’s “Lunch with a Leader” series in 
the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier on Tuesday, November 1st.  Al’s accomplishments are many over 
three-plus decades and the behind-the-scenes leadership he has provided to a number of causes has 
benefited many communities throughout the region. 

Remember our senior members and friends with thoughts, prayers, calls or a visit.  Lewis 
Lynch is at Friendship Village; Earl Van Fleet is at Rosewood. 

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in need of assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As seen in a local Cedar Falls grocery store on bags of unshelled peanuts: 

Salted Peanuts 

Grown in U.S.A. 

Contains nuts 

(Kinda’ makes one scratch his head, eh?) 



Robert Collyer was born on December 8, 1823 in Keighley, Yorkshire, England.  Although his 
schooling lasted only a few months, he developed a love of books.  He was reared in great poverty 
and worked in the mills as a child—from six in the morning to eight at night every day.  After his 
first wife and child died in childbirth, Collyer came to Philadelphia in 1850, where he worked as a 
blacksmith.  Inspired by Lucretia Mott, he became an abolitionist.  He switched from the 
Methodist to the Unitarian church in 1859, after which he began to preach and finally took a 
church in Chicago.  Enhanced by his travels on the lyceum circuit, Collyer’s fame spread.  He 
fought in the Civil War for the Union.  After the Chicago fire of 1871 destroyed his church and his 
home, Collyer wrote the hymn “Unto Thy Temple, Lord, We Come” for the opening of the new 
church building.  In 1879, he became the minister of the Church of the Messiah in New York City, 
which John Haynes Holmes renamed Community Church in 1879.  Meadville College and Vistoria 
University both awarded Collyer honorary doctorates.  He published many books, mostly sermons 
and lectures.  He died on November 1, 1912. 

 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT~~IMPORTANT~~IMPORTANT~~IMPORTANT~~DECDECDECDECEMBER DEADLINESEMBER DEADLINESEMBER DEADLINESEMBER DEADLINES    

FOR THE CALENDAR FOR THE CALENDAR FOR THE CALENDAR FOR THE CALENDAR ANDANDANDAND NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER    

The next newsletter will be the January 2017 issue.  The calendar deadline for this issue will 
be Wednesday, December 14th (info goes to Janet in the office) and the newsletter deadline will 
be Friday, December 16th (articles get sent to me). 

If you are unsure as to which of the two of us needs your information, send it to both of us and 
we’ll sort it out.  An important reminder, Janet is not in the office on Fridays, so come deadline week 
it’s very important that she receives your information by Wednesday! 

Please mark your calendars now for December 14h and 16th—the January newsletter 
deadlines. 

Gerry Chamberlin, Editor 
 

    

    

    

SOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTION 
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”    

December Plate Collection 
The December Plate Collection will be at the Christmas Eve service on Saturday, December 24th. 

The collection will be for Grin & Grow Child Care, <www.grinandgrow.com>.  Grin & Grow Child 
Care is a state-licensed day care that serves a large number of low-income and at-risk children, 
providing them with developmental programs to enable them to be ready for success in school. 

Holiday Hat and Mitten Collection 
This December, please join other CVUU families in donating new children’s winter wear 

items (hats, mittens, gloves, scarves) to Grin & Grow Child Care.  Help us continue this CVUU 
tradition, an acknowledgment of our good fortune in a time when others are needy.  Items can be 
given to DCRE, Angie Staftsholt, any of the religious education teachers, or Social Action Chair, 
Michelle Phillis, and will be placed on the holiday tree in the front foyer until after Christmas. 

Shannon Michael 
Social Justice Committee 



THANK YOU!! 
I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the help I received from my UU friends when I moved 

to my new place in October.  I looked at all I had to do and felt paralyzed.  I liked to brag about 
how I moved all by myself eight years ago. . .what a difference eight years makes at my age! 

I am indebted to Eva, Moria, Bill , Mica, Betsy, Kelly, Cindy, Pam, Priscilla, Mary, Shannon, 
Al and David.  I take pride in telling those people who ask what church I belong to that did me 
such a great favor—UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST! 

                                                Thanks again, 
Donna Kroeger 

  
 

DCRE’S HOURS 

Angie’s office hours are: 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings. 

Angie will be out of the office from December 22nd through January 1st so contact her by 
email if you need to reach her. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CVUU PIRATES HAUL INCVUU PIRATES HAUL INCVUU PIRATES HAUL INCVUU PIRATES HAUL IN THE BOOTY THE BOOTY THE BOOTY THE BOOTY    
AT TREATS & TALENTS AT TREATS & TALENTS AT TREATS & TALENTS AT TREATS & TALENTS AUCTIONAUCTIONAUCTIONAUCTION    

This year’s Treats & Talents Auction that sailed to “Treasure Island” proved to be quite 
profitable, as when we opened the treasure chest we found $5,230 in sales for the evening’s event! 

Many thanks to all of you pirates who attended the auction or who contributed to the great 
items on the auction block.  Special thanks goes out to Frank "Hooky" Olson our auctioneer for 
the night, to our Shanty Singers—Bill Brown, Karen Impola, Al Hays, Pam Hays, Heather Flory, 
Maureen Murphy, Jessica Lieb, Jessica’s mom, and the event’s special fiddler, Taylor Hanson.  
Also a big round of applause for our Pie Rats who provided pies for the evening—Carolyn 
Hildebrandt, Norm Kitchen, Frank Olson, Carollyn Hartsfield, Moria Brown, Betsy Brant, Jan 
Anderson, and Juanita Williams; our Galley crew—Mary Kay Madsen, Moria Brown, Cindy 
Hahn; our statisticians—Norm Kitchen, Staci Hill, and Mica Lorenz; and the clean up crew—
Cindy and Roger Hahn, Del Carpenter and Eva Cameron.   

If I’ve missed anyone, my sincere apologies because you all helped to make it happen.  As the 
pirates say, “It takes a whole crew to make a pirate ship sail”, and we did that on November 12th! 

 
 

 

SOME OBSERVANCES FOR DECEMBER 

National Tie month 
National Write a Business Plan month 

National Stress-Free Family Holiday month 
National Impaired Driving Prevention month 

National Eggnog month     National Fruit Cake month 


