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 ********   2013  ******** 
 

JANUARY   6  9:30 A.M.   ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY / COMMU NION 
       FESTIVAL SUNDAY:  IN SERVICE OF. . .COMPANIO NSHIP 
                                                                     – Rev. Eva Cameron, The Festival Team 

  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

JANUARY  13  9:30 A.M.   MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SUNDAY 
       IN SERVICE OF. . .PEACE – Staci Chananie-Hill and Al Hays, Del Carpenter* 

  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School / New Member Orientation 

JANUARY  20  9:30 A.M.   IN SERVICE OF. . .WISDOM 
                                                     – Rev. Eva Cameron and Al Hays, Deblyn Russell* 

  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

JANUARY  27  9:30 A.M.   YOUUTH SUNDAY – Our UU Youth, Lara Martinsen-Burrell* 

  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate 

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
     9:30 A.M.   Services 
   10:45 A.M.   Coffee / Announcements 
   11:00 A.M.   Children’s Chapel 
   11:15 A.M.   RE:  Children, Youth, Adults  
 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice for religious 
diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

It’s a New Year!  This is my first column under our new 
banner—Cedar Valley Unitarian Universalists!  What a joy to 
have worked together to bring ourselves to this place.  We not 
only decided. . .but did so with joy and deep sharing and grace.  I 
am excited to see where this leads us. 

There is something about “the new” that is bright and 
exhilarating, even if we don’t really know where it will lead.  
One of the lessons that I have learned from Buddhism is to keep 
in mind that things are always new, every day, every moment.  
We like to think that things are solid and steady and one day like 
another, but life really isn’t that way.  Sometimes this awareness 
creeps up on us, little by little.  Sometimes something big 
happens—a car accident, a sudden illness, job loss, death of a 
loved one—and all those things that seemed so mundane 
suddenly seem so precious.  Each day is new, and we never know 
what to expect. 

What does this mean for you, or for me?  Well, for me, I 
have taken it to mean that I should greet each day as a present to 
unwrap.  Treat the stuff that seems the same with joy, because I 
remember the times in my life when it seemed like everything 
was shifting and nothing stayed the same.  Also, treat the new 
stuff, happy or sad, with the knowledge that each day is new, so 
happy or sad, it won’t be like this forever.  This works in all sorts 
of situations, from having a cold or having cancer, having a new 
baby or saying good-bye to your kids as they head off on their 
own, stubbing your toe or breaking your leg.  I like to live those 
clichés that you hear:  “Live each day to the fullest.”, “Don’t 
forget to hug your loved ones extra tight!”, and “Never go to bed 
angry.”  Life is a wonderful gift and I am sure glad to be here 
living it with you. 

What does each day being “new” mean for our church?  
Well, for me, it means that although we all come to the CVUU 
for a sense of comfort and friendship and feeling “at home”, we 
need to remember that each day will bring us new people 
walking in the door, with new ideas and it will change who we 
are.  Each day will bring us new events on the news, or in the life 
of our community, and it will change who we are.  As we spring 
forward into a new year with a new name, let’s prepare some 
room in our heart for the shifts and changes that come from 
newness—with joy.  Let us go out with our new selves and our 
new church name and our new spirit. . .and welcome people into 
our community.  Welcome your religion into your community.  
Together let’s dream of ways we can make this, our community, 
the richest and deepest and most accepting place one could be in 
the Cedar Valley. 

See you in church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
UU historical facts in our newsletters are contributed by Mica 

Lorenz and taken from This Day in Unitarian Universalist History 
by Frank Schulman – Skinner House Books. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the Cedar Valley Unitarian Universalists!  
Thank you to everyone who participated in our congregational 
meeting on December 2nd and helped us come to the final 
decision on our new name.  Special thanks goes to Brittany 
Flokstra for shepherding the identity discussions that happened 
throughout the year and helped to give us the feedback and 
common vision that we saw at the meeting.  Thanks also to 
Stephen Hughes for filling in as secretary for the meeting 
including counting a phenomenal number of ballots. 

After our decision to change the name, there is now work to 
be done changing our name in various official capacities.  Most 
importantly, we would like to change our name in the mind of 
the Cedar Valley community.  Janine Ambrose and Michaela 
Rich have started gathering ideas from people about how to 
market our new identity in the community.  If you have ideas, 
please share them with those two.  In addition, you can always 
spread our reach and identity in the community by talking about 
CVUU (by name!) with your friends and colleagues. 

Here’s hoping you have a great new year! 

Neil Martinsen-Burrell 
President of the Board 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its monthly 
chapel.  Every third Wednesday from 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. they 
meet at Lakeview Landing which is the first building on 
Southbrooke Drive just off W. 9th Street.  The next meeting will be 
Wednesday, January 16th. 

For more information or to R.S.V.P. that you will be able to 
join them in their service, contact Marilyn Desmond at 233-3454.  
You need not be a resident to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sir George Savile died on January 9, 1784 at age sixty-three.  He 
was a noted philanthropist and a member of the English Parliament 
for Yorkshire who worked for the civil and religious rights of 
Catholics and the reform of penal laws.  Savile spoke publicly of 
his Unitarianism and worked to free Unitarians of the legal 
impediments to practicing their faith.  At that time, Unitarians 
were forbidden to own their own churches or perform weddings, 
funerals or baptisms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DCRE’S OFFICE HOURSDCRE’S OFFICE HOURSDCRE’S OFFICE HOURSDCRE’S OFFICE HOURS    

Most weeks my office hours will be Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 12:45–3:00 p.m., Wednesdays from 12:45–2:00 p.m. and, 
of course, Sundays.  I will be back in the office on January 2nd.  
If you’d like to meet with me, please shoot me an email or give 
me a ring to make sure that I will be in the office. 

Angie Stafsholt, DCRE 



WHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IN  RE?N  RE?N  RE?N  RE?    

I cannot believe it is 2013!  These past few months have flown 
by.  It seems like it was just last week that I was planning the 
curricula for RE to start in the fall.  Now, I’m starting to think about 
what we will do in the fall of this new year!  However, there is a lot 
that has yet to happen in the beginning of 2013.  There is YoUUth 
Sunday on January 27th, Mystery Friends in the month of April, RE 
Sunday in May, Our Whole Lives starting in January, Food Bank 
volunteering, the Easter Egg Hunt, movie nights, and Bridging for 
our seniors, Linnea and Amanda.  We will be busy! 

To be honest, this is my favorite part of the RE year.  We have 
reached our comfortable role in the classrooms.  Our wonderful 
teachers have confidence and know their students.  We’ve become 
a well-oiled machine.  The schedules of the kids outside of church 
have slowed down a little, so we get to see more of them on 
Sundays.  My two favorite services happen—YoUUth Sunday and 
RE Sunday.  This is the time of year where we are really getting 
into the heart of our curricula and our classes have bonded.  We 
huddle down in the winter months and keep warm at church and 
then see the snow melt and have fun hunting for eggs.  Before we 
know it, I’m crying again on RE Sunday. 

Going back to YoUUth Sunday.  Really I’m short on words to 
describe my love for this service.  I don’t know many churches 
(not that I frequent a whole lot of others) that hand over their pulpit 
to the youth and, by hand over, I mean completely hand it over.  
Just say “Go for it!”.  There is a lot that could happen when a 
church does that and a lot that could not happen.  It could be the 
worst service ever, but instead we are blessed with a service that is 
wonderful, just awesome!  Our youth always provide us a caring 
and thought-provoking service; one that keeps us entertained yet 
moves us—all of us, not just the ones that work with them each 
week.  They provide us a service that speaks generations and I 
think that is incredible! 

Another favorite of mine is Mystery Friends.  Mark your 
calendars because March will be the sign-up!  My kids still talk 
about seeing their mystery friend.  It’s like they don’t have names, 
they are referred to as “Landon’s mystery friend” and “Izzy’s 
mystery friend”.  These are connections that have been made at a 
young age that will last a lifetime.  I find it so cool that the 
youngsters connect with older members of the congregation (or 
older youngsters) and make such an impact in both of their lives.  
It’s really remarkable and fun! 

All of my favorite things at church could not happen if it wasn’t 
for the wonderful volunteers!  The teachers and helpers have been 
outstanding this year, as they always are!  I know, I tend to sound 
like a broken record, but I really cannot thank them enough. 

Mark your calendars for Mystery Friends sign-up in March 
and all the other exciting events happening in RE.  Don’t worry, 
I’ll send you a reminder so you don’t forget! 

I hope you all have a very happy and healthy 2013. 

Angie Stafsholt, DCRE 
dcre@uusbhc.org 
319-230-0210 cell 

 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Aikenhead, an eighteen year-old medical student, was 
hanged at Gallowlee, Scotland, on January 8, 1697 for his “blasphemous 
Socinian heresy”.  It was Britain’s last execution for heresy. 

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE UU SOCIETY? 

The Outreach Committee will be holding an informational 
meeting in the Minister’s office (at the east end of the Fellowship 
Hall) at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, January 13th. 

We will be glad to answer your questions about Unitarian 
Universalism and what it means to be a member here.  Join us! 

 
 
 

 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    

At the beginning of this new year, we send healing thoughts 
to our members and friends who are dealing with health or other 
life issues.  Best wishes to all for a happy, healthy 2013. 

Our sympathy to long-time member Bob Robinson and family 
on the December 10th death of his lovely wife, Shirley.  A 
memorial service was held on Monday, December 17th at First 
United Methodist Church in Cedar Falls where Shirley was a 
member.  Memorials should be directed to Cedar Valley Hospice. 

Congratulations to Gary Kroeger, son of long-time member 
Donna Kroeger, on his delightful performance as Bob Wallace in 
the Cedar Falls Community Theater’s production of White Christmas 
in early December.  On the day of the final performance, after the 
actors took their final bows, Gary came back on stage and, finding 
his mother in the audience, asked everyone to join him in celebrating 
Donna’s birthday by singing “Happy Birthday” to her.  The full 
house was happy to oblige! 

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in 
need of assistance. 

 

 

 

 

WhaleCoast Alaska 2013 

WHAT:  Four Unitarian Universalist Fellowships in Alaska invite 
you to an unforgettable All-Alaska tour.  Cost is $3,339. 

WHEN:  July 12th to July 24th (thirteen days). 

WHERE:  From the Southeast coastal waters to the sunny 
Interior, from remote wilderness to modern cities.  We 
experience the best that Alaska has to offer. 

SEE:  Wildlife (whales, seals, bears, moose, caribou, and more). 
 Glaciers, islands, fjords, and mountain ranges. 
 Native American artists and dancers. 
 Alaska’s finest museums. 
 Spectacular travel by train, ferry, and plane. 

STAY:  Real Alaska!  UU homestays, dinner parties and services 
with Anchorage, Fairbanks, Sitka and Juneau UUs. 

See the website <www.WhaleCoastAK.org> for a registration 
form and more information, or email Director Dave Frey, 
longtime Fairbanks UU, at <dfrey@WhaleCoastAK.org>.  His 
phone is 907-322-4966. 



Eleanor Elizabeth Gordon, a Unitarian who was active in church 
affairs and women’s issues, died on January 6, 1942 in Keokuk, 
Iowa at the age of eighty-nine.  She and Mary Safford (a Unitarian 
minister) served churches in Humboldt and Sioux City, Iowa.  
Gordon was ordained in Sioux City in 1889 where she remained 
until 1896.  She also served churches in Burlington, Iowa; Fargo, 
North Dakota; Des Moines, Iowa and Orlando, Florida. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

JANUARY SERVICESJANUARY SERVICESJANUARY SERVICESJANUARY SERVICES    

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. unless stated otherwise 
 

January  6January  6January  6January  6thththth   Anniversary Sunday/Communion   Anniversary Sunday/Communion   Anniversary Sunday/Communion   Anniversary Sunday/Communion    
Festival SFestival SFestival SFestival Sunday:  In Service of. . .Companionshipunday:  In Service of. . .Companionshipunday:  In Service of. . .Companionshipunday:  In Service of. . .Companionship 

~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Festival Team 
Join us for the celebration of the 138th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Universalist Society of Waterloo!  Each year we 
get out the old Universalist Communion silver, and share with 
our children some of our history from long, long ago.  This year, 
we will meet Rev. Dr. Effie McCollum Jones, one of our early 
ministers and learn a bit about our early years.  Kids (of all ages) 
are encouraged to wear their “prairie dresses, hats, bonnets, boots, 
overalls and such”. . .since Effie grew up in a sod house in Kansas. 

January 13January 13January 13January 13thththth            Martin Luther King, Jr. SundayMartin Luther King, Jr. SundayMartin Luther King, Jr. SundayMartin Luther King, Jr. Sunday    
In Service ofIn Service ofIn Service ofIn Service of. . .. . .. . .. . .PeacePeacePeacePeace 

    ~~ Staci Chananie-Hill and Al Hays co-preaching, 
Del Carpenter (WA) 

Join us for Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday as Staci and Al share 
their thoughts about non-violence, the movement, and spirit of 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  How does what we learn from our past 
propel us into finding ways and means other than violence in an 
ever-increasingly violent world?  How do peace and non-
violence help us heal?  How do we address the wounds that bind 
us all and find understanding in peaceful solution?  Let us have a 
dialogue as we continue to heal from the violence that has been 
so very ever-present over the past year. 

JaJaJaJanuary 20nuary 20nuary 20nuary 20thththth 
In Service of. . .WisdomIn Service of. . .WisdomIn Service of. . .WisdomIn Service of. . .Wisdom 

 ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron and Al Hays co-preaching, 
                 Deblyn Russell (WA) 

Rev. Eva has always felt that wisdom was the practice of 
balancing what one knows from one’s head and what one knows 
from one’s heart, while always striving to enhance that 
knowledge.  One of the most powerful things we do as UUs is to 
teach people to be wise.  We want you to learn about things, to 
think about them, to talk with others and share your feelings, and 
to grow richer and deeper and more wise from these experiences.  
Join Al Hays and Rev. Eva as they explore the idea of being a 
religion that encourages wisdom. 

January 27January 27January 27January 27thththth    
YoYoYoYoUUUUUUUUth Sunday:  Finding Happinessth Sunday:  Finding Happinessth Sunday:  Finding Happinessth Sunday:  Finding Happiness 
           ~~ Our UU Youth, Lara Martinsen-Burrell (WA) 
Each year we hand the pulpit over to the YoUUth of our 
congregation.  This year the YoUUth will be providing a service 
on Finding Happiness.  YoUUth Sunday is a yearly favorite and 
is always entertaining and thought-provoking.  Plan on coming to 
hear what makes our YoUUth happy and listen to some wonderful 
music.  It’s a service guaranteed to make you happy! 

FROM OUTSIDE THESE WALLS. . .FROM OUTSIDE THESE WALLS. . .FROM OUTSIDE THESE WALLS. . .FROM OUTSIDE THESE WALLS. . . 

This is my first official message to the congregation and I 
would like to begin by extending a sincere thank you for the 
opportunity to serve you and the larger Cedar Valley community 
as your community minister. 

I should probably start with a little information about what 
community ministry is, what type of community ministry I do 
and maybe just a little about me for those I have not yet had the 
chance to meet.  I look forward to meeting everyone! 

Through my own life’s journey I came to realize a calling to 
ministry, but as I began to pursue ministry, I discovered what 
feeds me as a person and calls me to ministry are the pastoral 
relationships.  What I love about ministry is being present to people.  
Unitarian Universalist community minister, law enforcement 
chaplain and writer Kate Braestrup talks about her ministry in this 
way:  “Ah.  I smiled.  I’m not really here to keep you from 
freaking out.  I’m here to be with you while you freak out, or 
grieve or laugh or suffer or sing.  It is a ministry of presence.  It 
is showing up with a loving heart.”  That presence is your gift to 
someone else.  You are extending that loving heart, asking 
nothing in return.  This is the essence of ministry to me. 

This brings me to community ministry.  Community ministry 
is about bringing and living out our Unitarian Universalist 
principles in the greater world.  I do this through hospice work.  I 
am the chaplain for Allen Hospice in Waterloo.  The easiest way 
to describe my job is that I listen to people’s stories.  I offer 
prayers and emotional and spiritual support.  I make myself 
present to the reality of dying and the needs of patients and 
families during the dying process.  I am present to people while 
they continue to live and find meaning even when dying. 

As for me, I am a born and raised Unitarian Universalist 
Iowa girl.  I was born in Cedar Rapids and have lived throughout 
Iowa, Wisconsin and shortly in Chicago.  I took the opportunity 
to work for Allen because it brought me back to Iowa and kept 
me in hospice work.  I look forward to more conversations as we 
get to know one another.  Hopefully this helps you start to know 
me.  You can reach out to me in a phone call (319-325-2605), 
email <khayslett@gmail.com>, or catch me after service some 
day for coffee or lunch.  I look forward to not just being a 
member of this community but involved in it. 

Sincerely, 
Kali Hayslett 

 

 

 

 

WHAT KIDS HAVE TO SAY 

Beginning last month, one child from our congregation will 
be writing in each newsletter; the topic will be chosen by the 
author.  This time sixth grader Taylor Hanson shares her poem 
with us: 

God comes in many forms 
far different things than just a man 

he could be an it or a she 
a rushing river 

in plants and animals 
a part of all of us 

every single person no matter the differences 
God loves everyone 



GREEN  LIVING  CORNER 

Keeping GroundedKeeping GroundedKeeping GroundedKeeping Grounded    

“Grounded  1. Deeply or strongly founded; firmly fixed or established; 
resting upon a good basis.”           ~Oxford English Dictionary (OED). 

Keeping grounded leaves more for the earth to renew itself, whether 
in house size, resource size, land size.  (Let’s re-think the scale of 
that remodeling dream.) 

Keeping grounded allows us to enjoy each other more, doing by hand 
and with one another—dishes, sweeping, playing games, visiting.  
(Did you know?  Face-to-face visits give us 85% more understanding 
than simple phone calls because of the gain of non-verbal cues.) 

Keeping grounded makes us more resourceful and imaginative:  using 
it up, wearing it out, making do or doing without.  (Am thinking again 
of Christine Carpenter and Leonia May’s suggestions that 
we have a group mending—and learning—time, every now 
and then.) 

Keeping grounded helps us give of ourselves and receive from each 
other.  (I remember Carolyn Hildebrandt saying she loved meetings 
at the church because they allowed her time with others.) 

Keeping grounded seeks nature’s beauty and well-being, knowing we 
live in it as well as from it.  (Learn how to do better for the earth and 
water and air, by how we handle our resources and property; and help 
our communities do so, too.) 

Keeping grounded helps us see more, rather than speed by.  (Going 
slow, walking or bicycling, can be a blessing for our 
health and mental health; and for the earth’s health, too.) 

Keeping grounded helps us know how to make by hand, without 
machines.  (Resolve this year to learn one or two skills to make 
for own/family/community’s satisfaction and self-sufficiency.) 

Keeping grounded helps us live by nature’s seasons, not by 
store ads. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Suggested resources for ideas, techniques, and inspiration: 
… Public library, where such magazines as “The Mother Earth 
News” and “Organic Gardening” or books such as Rodale Press’s 
Basic Book of Organic Gardening or The Encyclopedia of Organic 
Gardening; or the Reader’s Digest publication, Back to Basics: 
How to Learn and Enjoy Traditional American Skills, or Country 
Wisdom and Know-How; the Mennonites’ book Living More with 
Less, or Shelter Publications’ book Shelter; or even the novel 
World Made by Hand, can fuel your thoughts and action. 
… Friends who can share such skills and inspiration.  Consider 
learning from seniors in the community, many of whom grew up 
learning and using these skills.  (How much I learned when I asked 
Bob Robinson how in his childhood the family lived by fishing.) 
… Homes and homeowners “off the grid” or working at it. 
… UNI Center for Energy and Environmental Education 
<www.ceee.uni.edu>. 
… Free or low-cost publications from Iowa State Extension 
Service (source of 4-H classes, Master Gardening training, Master 
Conservationist training, and more) <www.extension.iastate.edu>. 

~Donna Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
“True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the 
presence of justice.”   ~~Martin Luther King, Jr. 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  2013-14 

It’s time to begin thinking about the Stewardship Drive!  
Stewardship Sunday is February 24th.  Please join us immediately 
following the service for an all-congregation brunch.  Come celebrate 
fifty years of CVUU’s presence in our lives and community. 

It’s not too early to begin thinking about your pledge and 
how it ensures the meaningful work of our congregation. 

Shanlee McNally, 
Stewardship Chair 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SOME OBSERVANCES FOR 

THE MONTH OF JANUARY INCLUDE: 

Eye Care month 
National Hobby month 
National Soup month 

National Blood Donor month 
National Thank You month 

National Braille Literacy month 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Emily Greene Balch was born in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 
on January 8, 1867 of an old New England family.  She was in 
the first graduating class of Bryn Mawr College and continued 
her education in Paris and Berlin and at the University of 
Chicago  She worked with the poor in Boston and was appointed 
to the Wellesley College faculty in 1897 where she taught 
economics, political science, and sociology.  Balch turned her 
attention to peace and worked with numerous peace organizations, 
although she accepted the need to oppose Hitler.  She wrote several 
books, including Our Slavic Fellow Citizens (1910) and The Women 
and The Hague (1915).  In 1946 she won the Nobel Peace Prize and 
donated the prize money to organizations she had founded.  She was 
born and raised Unitarian and later joined the Society of Friends 
(Quakers) as well.  Balch died on January 9, 1961. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALS 

On the fifth Tuesday of each month that has five Tuesdays, 
we work with First Christian, St. Luke’s Episcopal, United Church 
of Christ, Community of Christ, and Larry Gordon (from the 
Quaker group) to serve a free meal at First United Methodist 
Church at West 8th and Washington Streets in Cedar Falls.  
Thanks to all who helped in October and at past meals. 

Our next Community Meal will be Tuesday, January 29th.  
Volunteers are needed to set up tables and chairs that morning, 
donate cupcakes, serve from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and clean up 
from 5:45 p.m. until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or contact Ruth Walker 
at <ruthdbwalker@yahoo.com> or 277-7044. 



NEW!  CVUU CROCKPOT COOKOFF! 

Sunday, February 3rd at 12:15 p.m. 
UU Fellowship Hall 

Pull out your crockpot, make your favorite recipe, and bring 
it to CVUU to nourish your friends and the CVUU treasury.  
Modeled after the former UU Chili Cookoff, the new and 
improved Crockpot Cookoff offers more creativity to the cook 
and variety to consumers.  Any and all crockpot dishes are 
welcome.  All consumers are encouraged to eat hardy and then 
vote for your favorites. 

The sign-up sheet indicating you will bring a crockpot to the 
cookoff is either on the table near the kitchen or in Christine 
Carpenter’s hand as she will be seeking contributors.  This year’s 
Crockpot Cookoff is brought to you by CVUU’s Nature Group.  
For more information contact Christine Carpenter at 266-0194 or 
<christine.carpenter@cfu.net>. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel Webster was born on January 18, 1782 in Salisbury, New 
Hampshire.  He was a Unitarian lawyer and political leader best 
known for using his powerful oratorical skills to promote moderate 
federal unity when the divisions over slavery were growing 
extreme.  He opposed the War of 1812 and, as a member of 
Congress from New Hampshire, refused to vote for taxes to 
support the war.  Webster moved to Boston and became a leading 
constitutional lawyer, and eventually a U.S. congressman and then 
senator representing Massachusetts.  As a senator, he opposed the 
annexation of Texas.  Webster also ran for President on the Whig 
Party ticket and served as Secretary of State under William Henry 
Harrison, John Tyler, and Millard Fillmore.  He supported the 
Compromise of 1850, allowing slavery where it existed but not in 
new states.  Daniel Webster died on October 24, 1852. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE 

Our Guest At Your Table campaign will end on Sunday, 
January 13th.  If you haven’t picked up your Guest At Your Table 
box or donation envelope yet, they are available in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Please sign your name or family name on the display board 
when you do.  We will be collecting the Guest At Your Table 
donations at a special offering during the Sunday service, so 
please remember to bring your Guest At Your Table box or 
donation envelope to the Sunday service that morning. 

If you are making a donation at a level that qualifies you for 
an individual or family membership please make sure to include 
the required information (shown on the box or envelope).  If you 
will not be at the service that morning, please contact me to 
arrange pick-up of your donation.  My contact info is 610-0834 
or <mikeknapp@mchsi.com> for more information. 

Mike Knapp 

BUDDHIST PATH 

Join us each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays in the balcony for 
meditation, walking meditation and discussion of Buddhist topics.  
All are welcome. 

This is a great group to which to invite a friend or neighbor, 
someone who might enjoy having a place to meditate.  Come 
explore the living dharma with us. 

 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTION 
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”    

Each year, the Unitarian Universalist Association selects a 
book to be read and discussed, as a way of building community 
and giving our diverse congregations a shared experience.  The 
UUA Common Read for 2012-13 is The New Jim Crow:  Mass 
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, by Michelle Alexander, 
associate professor of law at Ohio State University.  The UUA 
website sums up the book by saying, “Alexander asserts that 
crime-fighting policies and systems in the U.S., such as the ‘war 
on drugs’ and the incarceration system, disproportionately and 
intentionally affect Americans of color.  She describes the 
lifelong discrimination and disenfranchisement that affect people 
who are branded ‘felon’.” 

Please join Michelle Tichy and me in reading and discussing 
The New Jim Crow at 11:15 a.m. on January 13th, January 27th 
and February 10th.  On February 24th we will conclude with a 
presentation on the costs and ineffectiveness of the war on drugs 
by Al Hays and other members of the Drug Task Force of 
Citizens for Undoing Racism. 

The book is widely available in paperback, and there will be 
some copies available at the first floor check-out desk at the 
Cedar Falls Public Library for check-out from December 30th 
through January 30th.  Discussion questions are being distributed 
via email and on the Social Action bulletin board, but if you wish 
to access the entire discussion guide or view a video of Michelle 
Alexander’s address to the UU General Assembly, go to 
<www.uua.org/multiculturalism/208702.shtml>. 

The November Social Action Collection was taken on 
Sunday, November 25th and raised $118 for Seeds of Hope.  The 
amount raised for NAMI on December 23rd will be reported next 
month.  The Guest At Your Table collection this month will be 
held on Sunday, January 13th. 

The Green Living Committee reports that they will continue 
meeting on the second Monday of each month.  Contact Jo Foster 
for information about the committee. 

Sally Browne 
Social Action Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Samuel Gridley Howe, a Unitarian social reformer and pacifist, 
died at age seventy-four on January 9, 1876. 



IMPORTANT RE DATES 

FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 

Children’s RE Classes resume as normal starting January 6th.  
We will have classes every Sunday until Spring Break!  Please 
plan on attending as we embrace a regular schedule!!! 

Adult RE will also resume on January 6th.  See related Adult 
RE article below for specific Sunday topics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONATIONATIONATION IN  IN  IN  IN JANUARYJANUARYJANUARYJANUARY    

Join other UUs in the sanctuary on Sundays at 11:15 a.m. to 
learn and share your thoughts about UU-related topics.  If you 
have a topic to suggest and/or would like to help facilitate a future 
session, please contact Heather Flory at <adultRE@uusbhc.org> 
or 319-610-3089. 

January 6th     Long Strange Trip, Part 4 
                         Facilitator:  Mica Lorenz 

Join us as we continue our journey through two thousand 
years of UU history with this DVD series and discussion on the 
history of UUism. 

January 13th   UU Common Read:  The New Jim Crow, Part 1 
                   Facilitators:  Sally Browne and Michelle Tichy 
See the Social Action article elsewhere in this newsletter for 

information about the UU common read, this book, and where 
you may be able to get a copy. 

January 20th   The UU Connection 
                            Facilitators:  Michaela Rich, Janine Ambrose 
Now that our new name has been decided (go Cedar Valley 
Unitarian Universalists!), what’s next?  Marketing discussions 
have begun!  Join other CVUUs to discuss marketing ideas to get 
the good word out about our church / congregation / community / 
______ (fill in the blank). 

January 27th   UU Common Read:  The New Jim Crow, Part 2 
                           Facilitators:  Sally Browne and Michelle Tichy 

See the Social Action article elsewhere in this newsletter for 
information about the UU common read, this book, and where 
you may be able to get a copy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On January 19, 1561 at the 19th Synod of Pinczow, Poland, Peter 
Statorius formally accused Socinian George Blandrata of heresy.  
Blandrata was forced to sign a confession of faith, disavowing 
his heresy.  He left Poland for Transylvania, where he served as a 
court physician to Prince John Sigismund.  There he used his 
influence over the prince and the court to support Unitarianism. 

On January 29, 1845 Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven” was first 
published in the “New York Evening Mirror”.  Poe became famous 
almost immediately.  Within a few years, “The Raven” had been 
reprinted in newspapers and magazines across the country, and 
included in poetry anthologies.  Poe became a popular lecturer and 
dinner party performer, where his recitations of the poem were 
legendary.  “The Raven” became the target of many parodies.  
Abraham Lincoln, a country lawyer at the time, read a parody before 
he read the real thing.  Lincoln eventually committed all of “The 
Raven” to memory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“At the opening of Unitarian Universalist worship services, 
many congregations light a flame inside a chalice.  This flaming 
chalice has become a well-known symbol of our denomination.  
It unites our members in worship and symbolizes the spirit of 
our work.”        ~~Dan Hotchkiss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Albert Schweitzer was born in Kayersberg, Upper Alsace, 
Germany (now part of France) on January 14, 1875.  He trained as 
a theologian and held doctorates in theology, philosophy, music, 
and medicine, and he was an authority on Bach and organ 
construction.  In the early 1930’s, Schweitzer went to French 
Equatorial Africa (now Gabon) as a medical missionary.  He wrote 
many books, including The Quest of the Historical Jesus (1906), 
Civilization and Ethics (1923), Out of My Life and Thought (1931), 
and The Psychiatric Study of Jesus (1948).  A Nobel Laureate, 
Schweitzer left Africa only to lecture in Europe and the United 
States to raise money for his hospital in Lambarene.  Schweitzer 
was a member of the Unitarian Church of Cape Town, South 
Africa and accepted an honorary membership in the Unitarian 
Church of the Larger Fellowship.  He died on September 4, 1965. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                               2013 

 
Join us July 28th to August 2nd to celebrate the fifth 

anniversary of Camp StarTrail.  Located on the Platte River, 
midway between Lincoln and Omaha, Nebraska, Camp StarTrail is 
the premier summer event for Unitarian Universalists in the 
Midwest.  Less camp and more retreat, Camp StarTrail is a 
refreshing and rejuvenating multi-generational experience.  Theme 
speaker for 2013 will be Rev. Meg Riley, a Huffington Post 
Blogger and Senior Minister of the Church of the Larger 
Fellowship, a 3,500 member UU ‘Church Without Walls’. 

Online registration began December 1, 2012 at 
<http://www.psduua.org/Camps/CampStarTrail2013>.  Register 
for Camp StarTrail before January 1, 2013 and receive a $20 per 
person discount. 

Send questions about camp to <campstartrail@psduua.org>. 


