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 ********   2011  ******** 
 
DECEMBER   4 9:30 A.M.   OWNING OUR POWER – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Judy Harrington* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School / New Member Orientation 

DECEMBER 11 9:30 A.M.   DIRECT CONNECTION TO LOVE  – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Deblyn Russell* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

DECEMBER 18 9:30 A.M.   LIFE AND DEATH  – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene*  
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

DECEMBER 24   5:30 P.M.   CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola*  

DECEMBER 25 11:00 A.M.   CHRISTMAS DAY POTLUCK BRUN CH  (details inside) 
  
  

JANUARY 1 11:00 A.M.   NEW YEAR’S DAY POTLUCK BRUNC H  (details inside) 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate 
 

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
     9:30 A.M.   Services 
   10:45 A.M.   Coffee / Announcements 
   11:00 A.M.   Children’s Chapel 
   11:15 A.M.   RE:  Children, Youth, Adult 
 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice for religious diversity, 
human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

It’s so hard to believe it is already December, with 2012 just 
around the corner.  Time flies, but it seems to fly extra fast in this 
busy holiday season.  This is a time many of us struggle to find 
meaning and maintain balance.  It’s not easy, but I encourage 
you to keep at it.  Hold fast to what you know is right.  The 
meaning of this season is not in having the perfect presents 
perfectly wrapped, the house decorated just so, so many cookies 
baked, so many cards sent, or any of the other trappings of the 
commercialized holiday. Whether you are celebrating Christmas, 
Solstice or Hanukkah, it seems the corporations all have the 
perfect solution for your happiness—spend more money on their 
amazing things; but don’t believe it.  Your happiness will come 
from how you choose to see the world—the same wisdom that’s 
true throughout the year is true in this month too.  Look for the 
goodness, the light, the love. . .have patience, and hope for more 
love in this world.  Is this not the message of the season? 

We continue with our Power of Creation theme this month.  
Realize just how much power you have to create a meaningful 
holiday for yourself and your family.  This doesn’t mean being 
super-mom or super-dad!  It means allowing your values to help 
you find restraint which brings meaning and joy.  It means creating 
rituals that are soothing and full of love.  It means creating new 
ways of doing things, instead of doing things “because we’ve 
always done them that way”.  It means, truly, that Grandma Sue or 
Uncle Gene really can’t wreck your holiday with their lack of 
appropriate behavior or not buying the kids the gift they wanted—
only you can wreck the holiday if you come into it with 
expectations that can’t be met.  The Christmas message says that 
God is born as a human; we must allow ourselves and all those 
around us to be that—to be human—and to love all those ever-so-
human souls in our lives.  The Solstice message says in darkness 
the light always returns, the god is reborn; so look for the light, 
look for the divine rising up in the most dark spaces.  The 
Hanukkah message says never give up, God’s light will shine even 
when you think it is impossible; allow for that miracle, and the 
many miracles that come our way, when we look for them. 

Warm holiday greetings to each and every one of you! 

With love, 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its 
monthly chapel and luncheon.  They meet every third Wednesday 
from 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. at Lakeview Lodge, second floor. 

During the luncheon this month we will be celebrating  
the 100th birthday of longtime member Dick Shane!  UU 
members are welcome to join us for cake and share in this  
special occasion. 

The next scheduled FVUUM luncheon and meeting is 
Wednesday, December 21st.  Please R.S.V.P. to Brian Forster at 
291-8427.  You need not be a resident to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ralph Waldo Emerson resigned his ministry at Second Church, 
Boston on December 22, 1832 ostensibly over a dispute about 
Communion, but he felt he needed to either find another church 
or seek a new profession. 

NOTES FROM THE PREZNOTES FROM THE PREZNOTES FROM THE PREZNOTES FROM THE PREZ    

Let me start this month’s newsletter with a thank you to 
everyone who did my work while I was going back and forth to 
Mayo.  Vice President Neil Martinsen-Burrell chaired the Board 
meeting and the congregational meeting while others did various 
things to keep our program running.  I am back to normal (which 
is scary to some folks) and am feeling okay.  Thanks to everyone 
for helping and also for your support. 

The big news is that Angie Stafsholt has been hired as the 
Director of Children’s Religious Education for the next eighteen 
months.  There has been some concern about hiring someone 
from within our congregation; however, we believe there are 
several things in place that will enhance communication and 
alleviate everyone’s concerns.  We welcome Angie’s talents, 
energy and commitment to our Religious Education program and 
look forward to exciting things happening in the future. 

I also want to express my appreciation to everyone who 
attended the congregational meeting.  Having more than one 
congregational meeting in a church year is the Board’s attempt to 
give everyone an update on our programming and to listen to 
concerns. 

We are headed into the holiday season with lots of activities 
not only at church but in our lives outside the congregation as 
well.  I hope that all of you have wonderful holidays with family 
and friends. 

Peace,                  John Miller 
President of the Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S RE 

I am humbled and honored to be selected as your Director of 
Children’s Religious Education.  Thank you.  In the coming 
weeks and months, I hope to get my grounding and help improve 
the Children’s RE program.  During this time, please give me 
grace as I will be learning and finding out what works best for 
our program, our children and our volunteers. 

My office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings.  Please feel free to visit with 
me during these times, email me at <dcre@uusbhc.org> or call 
the church during my office hours.  Of course, if you need to get 
in touch with me outside of the office hours, you are welcome to 
call me on my cell, 230-0210. 

During the holiday season there will be some changes to our 
RE schedule.  Please note:  there will be no Children’s RE classes 
on Sunday, December 25th and Sunday, January 1st.  During the 
week between Christmas and New Year’s I will be out of the 
office.  Classes will resume as normal on Sunday, January 8th. 

Again, I thank you for the opportunity you have provided me 
and I am excited for this new endeavor.  As you know, these kids 
and this program are a passion for me and my family and now 
that you have trusted me with this new DCRE position, I will do 
the best I can for you and your children. 

Thank you, 
Angie Stafsholt 



 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUCHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUCHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUCHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATIOS  EDUCATIOS  EDUCATIOS  EDUCATION  ACTIVITIESN  ACTIVITIESN  ACTIVITIESN  ACTIVITIES 

Thanks to all who planned, attended, cleaned up after and 
celebrated during the UU Halloween party on October 31st!  It 
was so much fun to see children and adults in costume, having 
fun together playing games and sharing Halloween treats!  

Children’s RE classes will be held at the regular time (11:15 a.m.) 
on Sundays in December, except for Christmas Day when there 
will be no Children’s RE. 

This month we are featuring three of our Children’s RE 
classes that you will find at the end of this article.  Watch for more 
features in January!  The children’s RE teachers have written a 
little bit about their classes to share with you.  We have a 
wonderful group of kids in our Children’s RE program!  When 
you have the chance, please ask a child about what they are 
learning in RE.  They have some fun things to share with you. 

If you have any questions about Children’s RE activities, 
please ask an RE teacher or our new Director of Children’s 
Religious Education, Angie Stafsholt.  Please welcome Angie in 
this new role! 

Happy Holidays to each of you!  We have much to be 
thankful for in our UU community.                         Michaela Rich 

«««««««  »»»»»»» 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL, Grades K-6, 11:00 a.m. 
Led by Kendra Wohlert 

Each week in Children’s Chapel we follow Rev. Eva’s theme 
for the year by taking one or two appropriate topics from her 
sermon and discuss our feelings and opinions about it.  It’s been 
a wonderful and illuminating year so far!  I probably don’t need 
to tell you how intelligent and thoughtful your kids are, but they 
are really wonderful!  They have also voted on our social action 
project for the year:  the Grout Museum District.  We have raised 
about $35 so far with a $100 goal by the end of the church year.  
Thank you all for your support! 

RAINBOW KIDS, Grades K-2, 11:15 a.m. 
Led by Steven Hughes and Kendra Wohlert 

The Rainbow Kids have been having fun with their new 
curriculum “Faithful Journeys”.  The lessons each week focus on 
UU values, famous UU’s, and promoting ways to “walk the 
talk”.  If you step into our room, you’ll see a “path” on the wall.  
Each week the path gets longer as it winds around the room with 
kids adding their footprints with each learned lesson.  It’s really 
cool!  We hope your children are having a great time in our 
classroom.  We are really enjoying them! 

UU YOUTH, High School age, 11:15 a.m. 
Led by Angie and Kevin Stafsholt 

The YoUUth have been busy this fall studying Dr. Clark Porter’s 
curriculum “Make Up Your Mind”.  Within the curriculum we are 
discussing nature vs. nurture, inductive vs. deductive reasoning and 
discover vs. inventive mathematics.  We have a great group of youth 
this year and have already started planning for YoUUth Sunday.  
Thank you to the YoUUth who, again this year, are making the effort 
to be there every Sunday!  We will never get tired of telling you how 
amazing you are, how you teach us so much, and how appreciative we 
are for letting us spend our Sundays with you. 

John Murray, the founder of modern Universalism, was born in 
Alton, England on December 10, 1741.  Many historians say that 
Universalism in America began when Murray’s boat from England 
ran aground at Cranberry Inlet, New Jersey in 1770.  There he met 
Thomas Potter, who believed God sent Murray to preach 
Universalism in his family chapel which he built in 1760.  There is 
evidence that the Independent Christian Church (Universalist) of 
Gloucester, Massachusetts was first gathered in 1774, meeting in 
people’s homes.  In 1793 Murray moved to Boston and stayed 
there as minister until his death.  He was known as an eloquent 
preacher.  During the Revolutionary War, General George 
Washington appointed Murray chaplain to the Rhode Island 
Brigade.  His second wife, Judith Sargent Stevens Murray, helped 
him write his autobiography, which has gone through many 
editions.  He died on September 3, 1815 at the age of seventy-four. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

DECDECDECDECEMEMEMEMBBBBERERERER SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES    

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. unless stated otherwise 
 

DecDecDecDecememememberberberber        4444thththth    
Owning Our Owning Our Owning Our Owning Our PowerPowerPowerPower ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Judy Harrington (WA) 

There will be a short ceremony to install our new DCRE, Angie 
Stafsholt. We will continue with the theme on the Power of 
Creation, as we learn ways that our own power as a creative 
force in the universe is seen and felt. 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    11111111thththth    
Direct Connection to LoveDirect Connection to LoveDirect Connection to LoveDirect Connection to Love    

                                                ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Deblyn Russell (WA) 
We will have special Christmas music from the Choir, as we 
explore some of the meanings found in this Christmas season. 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember 18 18 18 18thththth    
Life and DeathLife and DeathLife and DeathLife and Death ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (WA) 

Our Power of Creation theme continues as we explore the 
message Winter Solstice brings to us at this time and throughout 
the year. 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember 24 24 24 24thththth  5:30 p.m.  5:30 p.m.  5:30 p.m.  5:30 p.m.    
Christmas Eve ServiceChristmas Eve ServiceChristmas Eve ServiceChristmas Eve Service 

                ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola (WA) 

Join us for a family holiday tradition!  Invite your neighbors and 
friends to join us as we welcome in the spirit of Christmas in carols, 
scripture, story and candlelight!  Please bring a treat to share for our 
holiday party after the service. 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember 25 25 25 25thththth  11:00 a.m.  11:00 a.m.  11:00 a.m.  11:00 a.m.  (No 9:30 a.m. Service or RE Classes)    

Christmas Day Christmas Day Christmas Day Christmas Day Potluck BrunchPotluck BrunchPotluck BrunchPotluck Brunch 
Looking for camaraderie and companionship on Christmas day?  
Roger and Cindy Hahn will be hosting a potluck brunch at the 
church beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Bring a dish and your holiday 
memories to share. 

 ≈≈≈≈≈ 2012 ≈≈≈≈≈  
JaJaJaJanuary 1nuary 1nuary 1nuary 1stststst  11:00 a.m.  11:00 a.m.  11:00 a.m.  11:00 a.m.  (No 9:30 a.m. Service or RE Classes)    
New Year’s Day New Year’s Day New Year’s Day New Year’s Day Potluck BrunchPotluck BrunchPotluck BrunchPotluck Brunch 
Welcome 2012 in the company of friends—old and new—at 
church.  The potluck brunch begins at 11:00 a.m. hosted by 
Michaela Rich, with Del Carpenter providing some reflections 
on the new year. 



 
 
 
 

 

SCRIPSCRIPSCRIPSCRIP FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS    

Looking for a gift for that hard to please someone on your 
list?  Gift cards make great gifts and are available in many 
denominations.  Come see what’s new at the scrip table during 
coffee hour on Sunday mornings, or contact scrip coordinator, 
Shanlee McNally, <scrip@uusbhc.org> or 296-2780. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLIDAY CHEER HOLIDAY CHEER HOLIDAY CHEER HOLIDAY CHEER ANDANDANDAND HOLIDAY SOUNDS HOLIDAY SOUNDS HOLIDAY SOUNDS HOLIDAY SOUNDS    

Once again the Music Committee is putting on a Winter 
Potluck and Variety Show after church on Sunday, December 4th.  
Lunch begins at 12:30 p.m. followed by the concert at 1:30 p.m. 

Contact Tim Purdum at <musicdirector@uusbhc.org> to 
sign up to perform an act.  A freewill donation will be taken at 
the door to support the church.  Bring your friends!  Be sure to 
stay for the final closing sing-along of holiday favorites. 
 
 
 
Russell Lant Carpenter was born on December 17, 1816 in Exeter, 
England.  He was the son of Lant Carpenter, a prominent Unitarian 
minister.  Russell Lant Carpenter grew up in a time when England 
was undergoing massive reform and riots.  He studied for the 
ministry at Manchester New College in York under the prominent 
Unitarian scholar Charles Wellbeloved and served churches in 
Welburn, Bristol, Warham, Bridgewater, Neath, Birkenhead, 
Halifax, and Bridport.  Carpenter was a learned, gentle, self-effacing 
man with a strong social conscience who worked for many civic 
causes.  His sermons were often on social topics, unusual in that day, 
and he excoriated England for introducing the opium trade into 
China.  He also addressed the evils of alcohol, slavery, and 
vivisection.  Russell Carpenter died on January 15, 1892. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2011201120112011 Treats  Treats  Treats  Treats &&&& Talents Auction Talents Auction Talents Auction Talents Auction    –––– Huzzah! Huzzah! Huzzah! Huzzah! 

This year’s auction, “A Knight To Remember” proved to be 
definitely that, raising $4,517 for the Society’s coffers.  A good 
night of revelry was had by all, with many of those in attendance 
in Renaissance costume.  Congratulations to Curt Hanson and 
Michaela Rich, who were elected King and Queen of this year’s 
event!  Huzzah! 

Special thanks goes out to Frank Olson, our auctioneer, and 
to auction workers Norm and Karen Kitchen, Nita and Terry 
Stewart, Kevin and Angie Stafsholt, Cindy Hahn and Pam Hays.  
A big thanks to everyone who helped make the evening a success 
by supplying the great desserts and hors d’oeuvres.  Lastly, a 
hearty thanks to all of you who either donated or bought treats and 
talents for the auction.  All of you have helped to make this year’s 
auction a great success!  Huzzah! 

An English Unitarian writer of children’s books, Beatrix Potter 
died on December 22, 1943 at age seventy-seven. 

 
 
 
 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN DECEMBER 

Adult Religious Education sessions continue on the first three 
Sundays in December at 11:15 a.m. 

December 4th 
Chalica takes place this year from December 5th – 11th.  Join 

Heather Flory in the Sanctuary to learn about this UU holiday, 
hear the Chalica song “Infinite Light”, and discuss ways that you 
may want to celebrate the Seven UU principles during this 
special week. 

December 11th 
Are you scared every time Eva says “Google Docs”?  Be not 

afraid!  Google Docs is a free suite of office software accessible 
online from any computer and a major enabler of the life of 
UUSBHC.  Come to the Sanctuary and learn from Neil 
Martinsen-Burrell what Google Docs is, why it works so well for 
an organization like ours, and how to get started using this tool.   
Free tech support on site after the presentation. 

December 18th 
To be determined.  Contact Heather Flory with your discussion 

and/or presentation ideas for this Sunday! 
 

and. and. and. and. . .. .. .. .    
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN 2012 

Are you interested in learning from ancient Toltec wisdom?  
In The Four Agreements, don Miguel Ruiz offers a powerful 
code of conduct that can rapidly transform our lives to a new 
experience of freedom, true happiness, and love.  If you are 
interested in attending a four-part series on this book, with each 
session covering one of the four agreements, please contact 
Heather Flory or Nate Callahan by December 11th. 

If you would like to lead an Adult RE session or series on 
any topic, please contact Heather Flory. 

 
 
 
 
INTERESTED IN JOINING THE UU SOCIETY? 

The Outreach Committee will be holding an informational 
meeting in the Minister’s office (at the east end of the Fellowship 
Hall) at 11:15 a.m. on the first Sunday of each month.  This 
month’s meeting will be Sunday, December 4th. 

We will be glad to answer your questions about Unitarian 
Universalism and what it means to be a member here.  Join us! 

 
 
 
 

BUDDHIST PATH 

Join us each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays in the balcony for 
meditation, walking meditation and discussion of Buddhist topics.  
All are welcome. 

This is a great group to which to invite a friend or neighbor, 
someone who might enjoy having a place to meditate.  Come 
explore the living dharma with us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHALECOAST ALASKA 2012 

Have you always dreamed of visiting Alaska?  Are you 
curious about the lifestyles of Alaskan UUs?  Do you enjoy 
getting to know your fellow travelers?  If so, WhaleCoast Alaska 
2012 is for you! 

Four Alaskan UU fellowships invite you to experience our 
eco-cultural and spiritual program this summer as we celebrate 
our 15th year!  See Alaska through the eyes of local UUs in 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, and Sitka with friendly homestays 
and unique tour activities.  See wildlife, including moose, bear, 
whales, bald eagles, seals, and caribou.  Visit Denali National 
Park.  Experience Native Alaskan culture.  Enjoy all that our 
beautiful state has to offer.  Programs are led by Dave Frey, a 
member of the farthest north UU congregation. 

To find out more about your Alaskan trip of a lifetime, visit 
<www.WhaleCoastAK.org>, email <dfrey@whalecoastak.org>, or 
call 907-322-4966.  We would love to share our Alaska with you! 

 
 
 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    

Members and their loved ones who are currently dealing 
with health issues and/or recuperating from surgery are in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

With sadness we received the news of the November 16th death 
of longtime UU member and Cedar Falls resident, Mildred Pierce.  
There is a tribute to her elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in 
need of assistance. 

∞ & ∞  ∞&∞  ∞ & ∞ 

Happy Birthday! to longtime UU member Dick Shane, whose 
100th birthday is December 17th.  Cards are encouraged 
 as a way to help celebrate this milestone.  You may 
 send birthday greetings to Dick at: 
 

Lakeview Landing 
332 Southbrooke Drive, Apt. 1010 

Waterloo, Iowa  50702 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

UU INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE 

Folk dancing continues in December at the UUSBHC!  Jo 
Foster and Heather Flory will lead you in a medley of dances, 
including polka, waltz, salsa, merengue, and a bunch of other 
international dances Jo knows but the rest of us can’t spell or 
pronounce.  No partner needed! 

The dance takes place December 11th from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
and is free and open to all.  After the dance, those interested are 
invited to join the group for dinner at a local restaurant at your 
own expense. 

GREEN  LIVING  CORNER 

Green Ideas from Frugal Friends. . . 
Most of these ideas are gleaned from our Mennonite friends, 

through their publication, “Living More with Less”.  You can 
check with the Mennonite “World’s Window” store in downtown 

Cedar Falls for a copy.  Also, you can ask your local 
library to borrow it through Inter-Library Loan or to 

purchase it so many can benefit from this resource. 

Now the winter comes and so, too, the need to save 
more on utilities and form new habits to conserve resources. 

Water, Natural Gas, and Electric Conservation 

“I keep a jug at the sink into which I run water until it’s hot instead 
of letting it go down the drain.  I use it later to wash vegetables or 
water houseplants.” 

“Use water from a dehumidifier as distilled water for irons, batteries, 
and houseplants.” 

“My mother used flat sheets and cut her laundry by putting the top 
sheet on the bottom for a second week of use before washing.” 

“We began to use drying racks to reduce trips to the laundromat 
while living in student housing.  Our apartment was more comfortable 
in winter because of the added humidity.” 

“When I was in Belgium, I discovered that the people conserve 
water by bathing only once or twice a week and taking sponge 
baths in between.” 

Gray water recycling:  “We’ve installed a bypass to carry water 
outside rather than to the sewer.  A shut-off in the bypass prevents 
freezing in winter and a fine wire mesh at the end of the hose 
keeps bugs from entering in summer.  As Grandma always said, 
roses love used soap water!” 

“It seems we had to come to Southeast Asia to discover the thermos 
bottle as an energy-saving tool.  All our Filipino friends use thermos 
bottles to save on expensive gas or wood used for heating tea or 
coffee water.  How much less frequently we have to use the stove by 
following their example!” 

Learning from her German grandmother:  “I frequently cook rice 
her way.  I bring it to a boil in a heavy pot, turn the heat off, and 
cover the pot with a thick towel.  I can go to church or out to the 
garden or just stay home and still conserve energy.” 

Save a good portion of your body’s heat by wearing a 
hat in your house when you turn the 
thermostat down.  (7%-55%, depending 
on body movement, according to 
http://wildernessmedicinenewsletter.wordpress.com/2007/02/14/he
at-loss-through-the-head-and-hypothermia/) 

 ~Donna Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On December 2, 1912 the Advisory Council to the Department of 
Religious Education of the American Unitarian Association, 
chaired by President Samuel Atkins Eliot, voted to authorize the 
secretary and assistant secretary to proceed in conjunction with 
the representatives of the Massachusetts Universalist Sunday 
School in the development of Sunday school material to be used 
by both denominations. 



At age sixty-one, Algernon Sydney was beheaded on December 7, 
1683 for attempting to create support to abolish the monarchy for a 
second time in England.  He had played a principal role in the removal 
and execution of Charles I.  He disliked all religious establishments 
and rejected the Trinity.  Church historians such as Robert Wallace 
and George Dyer regarded him as a Unitarian Christian. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Church Mouse is getting ready for the holidays too.  
Since the little mice heard that folks will be bringing treats 
for a party following the Christmas Eve service, they are 
looking forward to possible crumbs left behind! 

Merry Christmas to all from the Church Mouse and family. 
 

 
 
 
 

    SOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTION 
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”    

Two topics appear on our social action agenda:  the 
December special collection for the Khasi Hills Unitarians, to be 
held at the Christmas Eve service, and Guest at Your Table 
boxes, a collection for the UUSC. 

Over 10,000 Unitarians live in the Khasi Hills region of 
northeast India.  In the past, the UUSBHC has provided assistance 
for a village school in the small settlement of Nongtarian.  When 
she visited Nongtarian last year, Eva took our accumulated 
donations to the school committee. She hopes to re-establish a 
donation system that pairs individual donors in the UUSBHC with 
individual children at the Nongtarian School. 

Until such a system is developed, Eva suggests that our 
special collection go to the Margaret Barr Children’s Village, 
which provides a home for up to twenty-four orphaned Khasi 
Hills children. 

If you wish to participate in the Guest at Your Table 
program and don’t yet have a collection box, please ask for one 
from Eva or Sally.  Putting the box on your dining table spurs 
conversation about the human rights work of the UUSC and 
serves as a handy place to get rid of that loose change at the 
bottom of your pocket or purse.  Boxes may be returned on 
December 24th at the Christmas Eve service or in January. 

This year please feel free to turn in a box with money in it!  
We have a new policy on that and will gladly accept all your 
accumulated coins.  Or, if you prefer, count the money and write 
a check for that amount to the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee, putting “Guest at Your Table membership” and the 
church code—3611—in the memo line. 

The amount of the October special plate collection to benefit 
the Family and Children’s Council was $168.86.  The amount of 
the November collection for Seeds of Hope is not yet available.  
Thank you for your contributions to UUSBHC Social Action 
causes, and a special thanks to all of you who brought items for 
the Hub Welcome Boxes or for Seeds of Hope. 

         Sally Browne, Social Action Chair 
 

TRIBUTE TO MILDRED PIERCE 

Mildred Dick Pierce, longtime member of our UU Society, 
died November 16, 2011 at the Western Home.  She was born 
December 5, 1909 to Dale and Alice Frame Dick in the northwest 
Iowa railroad town of Sanborn (75 miles northeast of Sioux City).  
Mildred graduated from Sanborn High School in 1927, worked in 
the telephone office by day and played piano for the silent movies 
at night to save money for college.  One of five children, she 
always had college as a goal.  She attended Iowa State Teachers 
College for two years, taught for one year in O’Brien County, and 
married Robert Pierce on August 17, 1930.  Many in our 
community remember Mildred as a teacher, a principal at 
Humbert Elementary School, and on the faculty of UNI. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

In June of 2004, Marilyn Bolin (who was in charge of newsletter 
Spotlights) interviewed Mildred for that month’s issue.  Here is 
some of what Marilyn wrote:  Mildred grew up in the Methodist 
Church where she was very active but her dad was a Unitarian and 
their discussions helped her develop a very liberal philosophy of 
religion.  Mildred tried our UU Fellowship in the early 1960’s but 
it didn’t work for her.  In 1970, after a comment from one of her 
students, she gave us another try and stayed, becoming an active 
member.  Over time she served on the Board, as Chair of the 
Sunday Service and Caring Committees, as well as the Chair of 
Hospitality for several years.  In addition, she presented services on 
bread communion, facilitated summer Sunday morning discussions 
and began a monthly vegetarian potluck. 

Mildred loved school and learning, finding her work with first 
graders most enjoyable.  She completed her M.A. in Teaching and 
EDS (Specialist in Education) degrees.  One of her most interesting 
experiences was spending three summers at Stanford University 
working with the National Science Foundation. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

On Sunday, November 20, 2011 during the service, Juanita Williams 
lit the Chalice candle in honor of Mildred; here is what she said: 

“I am lighting the Chalice to honor Mildred Pierce.  She died 
this week just short of 102 years old.  She was a matriarch of the 
Green Living Committee here and the person who motivated us to 
become a Green Sanctuary recognized by the UUA.  She did not do 
any of this for her own glory or honor, but because she truly wanted 
to make the world a better place for the generations that would 
follow her—to leave a legacy so that others would be educated, 
inspired and motivated to live lightly and consciously on this earth. 

“A quote that sums up her life here with us, as I remember it, 
is:  ‘We sow seeds in our lives that we will never see harvested in 
our lifetime, but we do it for the good of the next generation.’  
Mildred did that, not only for herself or her own children and 
grandchildren, but for the sake of this planet.” 

Mildred lived in her own home until the last year with her 
darling poodle, Suzi Too.  She is survived by a son, Bob (Joan), and 
daughter, Pat (Don), six grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren. 

At a future date the family will hold a celebration of Mildred’s 
life in Wisconsin.  Memorial gifts may be made in her memory to 
the Cedar Falls Public Library or the Friends of the Western Home 
Communities in Cedar Falls. 

Cards may be sent to her family: 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Briggs  (Pat)               Mr. and Mrs. Bob Pierce 
49 Middle Rd.,                                            1557 Maple Hill Rd., 
Hancock, NH  03449                                  Houlton, WI  54082 
 
 
 


