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 ********   2011  ******** 
 
OCTOBER   2 9:30 A.M.   ASSOCIATION SUNDAY!  RECONNECTION, PART 2: 
      CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE IN MINISTRIES  
                                                                         – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Deblyn Russell* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School / New Member Orientation 

OCTOBER   9 9:30 A.M.   RECONNECTION, PART 3:  ACTS OF LOVE (YOM KIPPUR)  
                                                                                     – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

OCTOBER 16 9:30 A.M.   RECONNECTION, PART 4:  STOPPING TO PRAY  
                                                                 – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Judy Harrington* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

OCTOBER 23 9:30 A.M.   RECONNECTION, PART 5:  ACTS OF SERVICE 
                                                                 – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Judy Harrington* 
  11:15 A.M.   Congregational Meeting 

OCTOBER 30 9:30 A.M.   FESTIVAL SUNDAY:  DAY OF THE  DEAD – The Festival Team, Bill Chene* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate 
 

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
     9:30 A.M.   Services 
   10:45 A.M.   Coffee / Announcements 
   11:00 A.M.   Children’s Chapel 
   11:15 A.M.   RE:  Children, Youth, Adult 
 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice for religious diversity, 
human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

Isn’t it nice to settle into a nice long phone call or chat on 
the couch with a friend you’ve known for years?  Conversation 
flows.  Memories are revisited.  Fledgling hopes are dared to be 
uttered, because you know they won’t laugh in your face!  
Laughter and tears seem normal, and in the end, you say good-
bye feeling alive, understood, helpful, and with renewed hope.  
That’s reconnection.  We each need reconnection.  Sometimes 
with friends, but sometimes with ourselves, our deep true selves.  
Sometimes with something transcendent, that takes us out of our 
mundane lives.  Sometimes with the passionate energy that asks 
us to strive for justice.  This month, we continue our theme as we 
explore reconnection. . .in its many forms. 

For me, having the chance to be on sabbatical last year 
helped me to reconnect with myself, my energy and passions, 
and with the larger world.  It was a special gift to have that time 
and I want to bring some of the ideas that resonated with me 
back for you to explore.  I think you’ll enjoy them! 

Meanwhile, I know that while I was away, some new people 
arrived. . .and some of you had major life changes.  I’d love to 
hear your stories and get to know you better.  If you’d like to 
connect or reconnect with me, please don’t hesitate to reach out 
and let me know.  We can meet for tea, or go on a walk, or just 
sit somewhere quiet and catch up.  Sunday mornings are such 
busy times, I know that often I can’t give you my full attention 
for as long as you’d like.  So do let me know about meeting. 

See you in church! 

 
 

SAY A PRAYER 

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at 
his Grandmother’s house.  Everyone was seated around the table 
as the food was being served.  When Little Johnny received his 
plate, he started eating right away. 

“Johnny!  Please wait until we say our prayer,” said his 
mother.  “I don’t need to,” the boy replied. 

“Of course you do,” his mother insisted.  “We always say a 
prayer before eating at our house.” 

“That’s at our house,” Johnny explained.  “This is Grandma’s 
house and she knows how to cook.” 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2011201120112011 Treats & Talents Auction Treats & Talents Auction Treats & Talents Auction Treats & Talents Auction 

This year’s auction, “A Knight To Remember—Revisited” 
will be held on Saturday, November 19th.  We will reprise last 
year’s gathering of Lords and Ladies as we enjoy mirth and 
merriment while raising coin for the church coffers on a 
multitude of treats and talents offered up by our members.  Social 
time begins at 6:00 p.m.  The auction runs from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
Child care will be provided. 

While Renaissance costume is not required, it is encouraged, 
and judging by last year’s parade of period livery it certainly 
makes the evening a festive event.  Huzzah! 

For more information, contact their majesties’ royal representative 
for the evening, Sir Michael of Highland at <mikeknapp@mchsi.com> 
or 291-6509.  (Ed. Note:  See flyer at the end of this issue.) 

NOTES FROM THE PREZNOTES FROM THE PREZNOTES FROM THE PREZNOTES FROM THE PREZ    

The new church year has started completely even if we did 
take three Sundays to get it done.  The retreat was well attended 
with good interaction, the church is clean with things back in 
their place, the RE classes are in full swing, and the pancake 
breakfast has occurred which means we are officially launched 
for the new church year. 

I want to make sure that everyone is aware that we will be 
having a Congregational Meeting on October 23, 2011 at 11:15 a.m.  
The purpose is to approve the Articles of Incorporation that need to 
be filed with the State of Iowa, an update on our finances, a 
report on the Children’s Religious Education position and reports 
from all the Councils.  Our Board believes that it is important to 
keep the congregation informed about the business of the church 
and to listen to our member voices.  I hope you can attend. 

I know that everyone is doing many things both in your 
personal lives and at church.  However, there are some areas that 
need additional help. We have started a list where you can add 
your talents to help with the ongoing workings of the church.  
Please take a look at that list and see if there is a place for you to 
“plug in”. 

I could not help but notice last Sunday, with the children 
returning for RE classes, that our church has a lot of excitement 
and good energy.  Reverend Eva has laid out a nice plan with her 
theme for the year and her series of sermons.  During these 
uncertain times, I hope you will join us for not only Sunday 
services but all the activities we have going. 

Peace.                  John Miller 
President of the Board 

 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its 
monthly chapel and luncheon.  They meet every third Wednesday 
from 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. at Lakeview Lodge, second floor. 

Wednesday, October 19th is the next scheduled meeting.  
Please R.S.V.P. to Brian Forster at 291-8427.  You need not be a 
resident to attend. 

 
 
 
 

The Emergency Conference on the Black Rebellion began on 
October 6, 1967 at the Biltmore Hotel in New York City.  Organized 
by the Unitarian Universalist Association in response to the racial 
strife in American society, this conference marked the beginning of 
what is known as the Black Empowerment Controversy within 
Unitarian Universalism.  The controversy focused on the creation and 
funding of a Black Affairs Council, which would be run by African-
American leaders within the UU movement.  At the 1968 General 
Assembly in Cleveland, Ohio, the delegates voted in favor of the BAC 
but complications arose regarding funding and the all-black nature of 
the council.  A year later, a substantial number of black delegates 
walked out of the General Assembly in Boston in protest over the 
failure of the UUA to fully support the plan.  In 1970 the BAC 
disaffiliated from the UUA.  The failure to fully fund BAC called into 
question the UUA’s commitment to racial justice, and over 1,000 black 
Unitarian Universalists left the church over this controversy, including 
William Sinkford who later became a President of the Association. 



CHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUCHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUCHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUCHILDREN’S  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  ACTS  EDUCATION  ACTS  EDUCATION  ACTS  EDUCATION  ACTIVITIESIVITIESIVITIESIVITIES 

As I write this, our “RE Year” has just started, and it has been 
so nice to see all of the children and youth joining us for RE.  
Thank you kids and families! 

For those of you with children in RE, if you have not yet 
received your registration form, it is available for you at church.  
The completed form and payment (there are several payment 
options; scholarships are available) can be given to your child’s 
teacher, to Janet Sanders or to me. 

Children’s Chapel begins at 11:00 a.m. in the balcony.  
Kendra Wohlert will be leading Children’s Chapel again this year 
(Thank you, Kendra!). 

Classes for the year are as follows: 
Chalice Children ~~ At this time, there is not a teacher for the 

younger children (3-5 years old) for class during the service.  
Young children up to kindergarten age are invited to stay in 
the nursery during the service as well as after the service 
during hospitality and RE. 

Rainbow Kids (grades K-2) ~~  
                         Teachers are Kendra Wohlert and Stephen Hughes 
Intermediate (grades 3-4) ~~  
                         Teachers are Shanlee McNally and Michaela Rich 
Middle School/Jr. High (grades 5-7) ~~  
                          Teachers are Bryce and Mary Watson 
Youth (grades 8-12) ~~ Teachers are Angie and Kevin Stafsholt 

Bryce and Mary Watson will also be teaching the Our Whole 
Lives (OWL) curriculum to the 5th, 6th and 7th graders on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:15 - 7:00 p.m. beginning in January.  
A parent orientation will be held in December.  For more 
information about OWL please visit the UUA website at 
<http://www.uua.org/religiouseducation/curricula/ourwhole/>. 

The high school age course was taught last year by Angie 
and Kevin Stafsholt.  If your child is Middle School/Jr. High age, 
we encourage you to make the commitment to have your child 
participate in OWL. 

From the website:  Our Whole Lives helps participants make 
informed and responsible decisions about their sexual health and 
behavior.  It equips participants with accurate, age-appropriate 
information in six subject areas: human development, relationships, 
personal skills, sexual behavior, sexual health, and society and culture.  
Grounded in a holistic view of sexuality, Our Whole Lives not only 
provides facts about anatomy and human development, but also helps 
participants clarify their values, build interpersonal skills, and 
understand the spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of sexuality. 

Thank you to everyone who is participating in RE!  Our 
children and youth are a vital part of our community.  It is a joy to 
spend time with them each week. 

If you have any questions about Children’s RE, or ideas or 
comments you’d like to share, please let me know.  Thank you. 

Michaela Rich 
<mrich@cfu.net> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first Unitarian church in Budapest, Hungary was 
founded on October 2, 1881. 

On October 2, 1842 the “father of American Unitarianism”, 
William Ellery Channing, died at age sixty-two. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OCTOBOCTOBOCTOBOCTOBERERERER SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES    

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. unless stated otherwise 
 

OctoOctoOctoOctoberberberber            2222ndndndnd    

Association SundayAssociation SundayAssociation SundayAssociation Sunday!        Reconnection, Part 2:  CeleReconnection, Part 2:  CeleReconnection, Part 2:  CeleReconnection, Part 2:  Celebrating Excellence brating Excellence brating Excellence brating Excellence 
in Ministriesin Ministriesin Ministriesin Ministries ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Deblyn Russell (WA) 

Each year UU’s across the country gather to celebrate and raise 
funds to further our movement.  The UUA writes, “We know that 
excellence in ministries is the cornerstone of successful congregations 
and a vibrant, growing Unitarian Universalism.  This year, the Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA) has partnered with the Unitarian 
Universalist Ministers Association (UUMA), the Unitarian Universalist 
Musicians Network, the Liberal Religious Educators Association, and 
other professional organizations to celebrate Association Sunday and to 
raise funds for the future of our ministries. 

Donations to Association Sunday 2011 will support scholarships, 
continuing education, and a comprehensive assessment of our 
ministries and their needs for the future.  Grants from Association 
Sunday 2011 funds will help religious professionals get ongoing 
training to support thriving congregations.”  There’s a message at 
<http://www.uua.org/giving/sunday/186967.shtml> from our President, 
Rev. Peter Morales. 

October   9October   9October   9October   9thththth    
Reconnection, Part 3:  Acts of Love (Yom KippReconnection, Part 3:  Acts of Love (Yom KippReconnection, Part 3:  Acts of Love (Yom KippReconnection, Part 3:  Acts of Love (Yom Kippuuuur)r)r)r) 

                 ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (WA) 
One of the most important ways to reconnect with each other is to 
love.  The Jewish faith teaches us that each year, in order to go 
forward in love, we must pause and forgive ourselves and each 
other.  Join us in this moving service of reconnection. 

October  16October  16October  16October  16thththth    
ReconnectionReconnectionReconnectionReconnection, Part , Part , Part , Part 4: 4: 4: 4:     Stopping to PrayStopping to PrayStopping to PrayStopping to Pray    
        ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Judy Harrington (WA) 

Consider that Muslims stop what they are doing five times a day to 
pray, and reconnect themselves with their values.  What do you do 
to reconnect yourself with your values?  Some people have given 
up prayer but there are many ways to pray, and even humanist 
forms of prayer.  Join us as we explore some ideas about prayer, 
and other ideas for reconnection. 

October  23October  23October  23October  23rdrdrdrd    
Reconnection, Part 5:  Acts of ServiceReconnection, Part 5:  Acts of ServiceReconnection, Part 5:  Acts of ServiceReconnection, Part 5:  Acts of Service    
          ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron, Judy Harrington (WA) 
If you could change one thing to make the world a better place, 
what would it be?  What can you do to make a difference?  What 
do you do to make a difference?  Reaching out to others in acts 
of service helps us to knit together the fragile fabric of 
humanity—bringing us all a bit closer together. 

October  30October  30October  30October  30thththth    
Festival Sunday:  Festival Sunday:  Festival Sunday:  Festival Sunday:  Day of the DeadDay of the DeadDay of the DeadDay of the Dead    
                        ~~ The Festival Team, Bill Chene (WA) 

Join us for our annual remembrance of those who have gone before 
us.  While people around the world in various cultures and religious 
traditions celebrate the lives of those who came before them, and 
remember them. . .we too gather together.  Please bring mementos 
or pictures of your family members who have passed away.  
Everyone is invited to light a candle on the altar in remembrance. 



ADULT READULT READULT READULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONLIGIOUS EDUCATIONLIGIOUS EDUCATIONLIGIOUS EDUCATION    

Adult Religious Education will take place each Sunday from 
11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. except for Sunday the 23rd due to the 
Congregational Meeting. 

Throughout October, we will use this time to discuss the 
morning’s service and other topics of current interest.  More 
formal sessions will begin in November. 

If you are interested in leading a session or a series of 
sessions, please contact Heather Flory at <heather.flory@yahoo.com> 
or Lynn Brant <lynn.brant@uni.edu>.  If you want to help lead but 
don’t have a topic, we will provide one for you! 
 
 
 
 
 

UU CARD CLUBUU CARD CLUBUU CARD CLUBUU CARD CLUB    

Join us for the UU Card Club on Saturday, October 8th.  
Festivities begin at 6:30 p.m.; a light supper and beverages will 
be provided.  Bring a snack to share.  Cost for the evening’s 
entertainment is $10.  Remember, we play for bragging rights 
and the traveling trophy. 

Bridge, Wizard and Texas Hold’em Poker games are offered.  
You don’t need to know how to play—we’ll show you how and 
you’ll be saying, “Shuffle Up and Deal” in no time.  For more 
information contact Mike Knapp at <mikeknapp@mchsi.com> or 
291-6509.  R.S.V.P. as to which game(s) you want to play so we 
have a head count. 

 
 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    

During the year, should you have a joy or sorrow to share 
with us, you may send it to <newsletter@uusbhc.org>. 

In the Sunday, September 18th Courier (Section F, page 2) 
Guest Columnist, Kristie Swatosh (the coordinator for Hearth 
Fest), thanked our very own Sheri Huber-Otting for initiating the 
idea of Hearth Fest seven years ago.  Sheri has many talents and 
we are so lucky to have her ongoing dedication in making the 
Cedar Valley a better place in which to live.  Many thanks, Sheri, 
for all you do!! 

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in 
need of assistance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEING THANKFUL 

A Rabbi said to a precocious six-year-old boy, “So your mother 
says your prayers for you each night?  That’s very commendable.  What 
does she say?” 

The little boy replied, “Thank God he’s in bed!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unitarian activist and author of the “Battle Hymn of the Republic”, 

Julia Ward Howe, died at age ninety-six on October 17, 1916. 

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE UU SOCIETY? 

The Outreach Committee will be holding an informational 
meeting in the Minister’s office (at the east end of the Fellowship 
Hall) at 11:15 a.m. on the first Sunday of each month.  This 
month’s meeting will be Sunday, October 2nd. 

We will be glad to answer your questions about Unitarian 
Universalism and what it means to be a member here.  Join us! 

 
 
 
 
Edward Estlin Cummings (more popularly known as e. e. cummings) 

was born on October 14, 1894 in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the son of 
Edward Cummings, minister of the South Congregational Church 
(Unitarian) in Boston from 1908 to 1926.  Cummings received his 
B.A. and M.A. degrees from Harvard University and then volunteered 
for duty in France during WWI, where he was arrested for 
corresponding with the anarchist Emma Goldman and imprisoned 
for treason.  After the war he took up writing and painting.  His 
book The Enormous Room (1920) was based on his experiences in 
French internment.  Cummings began writing poetry that stressed 
individuality over modern conformist living and received the 
Bollingen Prize for Poetry in 1957.  He died on his farm in New 
Hampshire on September 3, 1962. 

 
 
 
 

 

SEEDS FOR THE SOWING 

Large congregations have them; so do mid-size congregations.  
Isn’t it time for a Small Congregation Conference?  We think so!  
Join us in Des Moines on November 4th - 5th for “Seeds for the Sowing”—
a two-day conference specifically designed for congregations with 
fewer than one hundred-fifty members. 

The featured speaker will be the Rev. Andrew Pakula, senior 
minister of New Unity-Unitarians, a small congregation in 
London, England which has grown from thirty-five to one 
hundred-plus members in just five short years.  Come hear Andy’s 
inspiring story on Friday evening, then choose from a variety of 
workshops on Saturday morning and afternoon.  Workshop topics 
will focus on using social media, music in worship, right relations, 
religious education, attracting young adults, and more! 

Registration Deadline is October 28th!!  Registrations will be 
accepted October 29th to November 4th only if space is available. 

Please visit the following website for information on the 
conference—including registration details—and much more:  
<http://www.psduua.org/Workshops/SmallCongregationConference2011>. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BUDDHIST PATH 

Join us each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays in the balcony for 
meditation, walking meditation and discussion of Buddhist topics.  
All are welcome. 

This is a great group to invite a friend or neighbor to, someone 
who might enjoy having a place to meditate.  Come explore the 
living dharma with us. 



GREEN  LIVING  CORNER 
LOVE THAT LASAGNA GARDENING! 

What’s “Lasagna Gardening”?  According to Patricia Lanza in 
her book by that name, it is “a way to have the best soil with the least 
effort” .  Fall gives us opportunities to gather some materials for 
lasagna gardening, start some new plots or refresh some old ones, 
and enrich our soil. 

You can gather mulch materials for free or very little in the fall.  
For example:  leaves and grass from pesticide and herbicide-free 
yards and fields (with permission); straw bales (not hay, which has 
seeds); barn litter from livestock farms; woodchips from places with 
downed and chipped trees or brush (again, no pesticides or 
herbicides); pine needles (for acid-loving plants like those blueberry 
bushes you’ve been dreaming of); sawdust from untreated lumber.  
Always ask permission, bring your own containers and tools, do the 
work yourself, and always thank them!  A note or simple gift is 
appreciated. 

Start a new garden bed in your yard this fall with layers on a 
marked spot (counting from the ground up. . .): 
1) bottom layer―thick pads of wet newspaper or wet cardboard; 
2) two inch layer of peat moss; 
3) four to six inch layer of one of these (or a mix)―chopped leaves, 

compost, grass clippings, manure; 
4) another two inch layer of peat moss.  Continue with layers #3 and 

#4 until bed is eighteen to twenty-four inches high.  Don’t worry–
it’ll shrink down to six inches by spring!  Finally, if you have 
them, sprinkle the top lightly with wood ashes. 

Store your mulch extras in plastic bags in well-planned locations, 
such as:  where you want to mark a new garden space for next spring 
(piling bags there to kill the grass), as insulation around a tool shed or 
garage, a new “kitchen garden” spot close to your back/side door, or 
on a strip along your yard edge where you’ll plant wildflowers in the 
spring (and reduce the lawn mowing!). 

More information can be found at this helpful gardening site:  
<www.yardandgarden.extension.iastate.edu/>.  Other informative, 
free-download publications can be found through Iowa Extension at 

<http://www.extension.iastate.edu/publications/>.  I recommend 
publication #RG 105 ~ “Garden Tips:  Guidelines to Seasonal Chores.” 

~~~~~~~~~  another Green topic  ~~~~~~~~~ 

Environmental Health Documentary Film Series 
(save and post by your calendar) 

Did you know. . .?  A series of environmental health documentaries 
will be shown through November at UNI’s Center for Energy and 
Environmental Education.  The series is free and open to the public.  All 
but the last one are on Monday evenings; the final one is on a Wednesday 
evening.  Find out the facts and get healthy! 

October 17th ~ Green Fire:  Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time 
October 24th ~ So Right, So Smart!:  Learn how companies on the 

cutting edge of more sustainable business practices are 
proving that being environmentally friendly is both good for 
the earth and good for business. 

November 14th ~ Living Downstream:  Learn how certain chemicals 
prevalent in Iowa contribute to cancer. 

November 30th ~ Vanishing of the Bees:  Learn how and why 
honeybees (so essential to our food supply) have been 
mysteriously disappearing across the planet. 

Each documentary film will be shown at 7:00 p.m. in the 
University of Northern Iowa Center for Energy and Environmental 
Education (CEEE) auditorium.  <www.uni.edu/infosys/campusmap/> 

The environmental health series is free and open to all students 
and the public.  Sponsors include:  Healthy Cedar Valley Coalition, 
University of Northern Iowa, UNI’s Center for Energy and 
Environmental Education, and UNI’s Reuse and Recycle 
Technology Transfer Center. 

Empower yourself by attending and learning how to create a 
healthy Cedar Valley for all to live, grow, and thrive.  For more 
information contact Christine Carpenter at 319-266-0194. 

          – Donna Davis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nathaniel Appleton was born in Ipswich, New Hampshire on 
October 6, 1779.  He was a merchant, manufacturer, financier, 
politician, and philanthropist.  A mill owner and operator himself, 
he was concerned about the human suffering caused by the factory 
system, and sought to change working conditions in the United 
States.  Appleton believed the Unitarian principle of goodness of 
human nature could be combined with sound business practices.  
He was an active member of the Federal Street Church (now 
Arlington Street Church) in Boston under the ministries of William 
Ellery Channing and Ezra Stiles Gannett.  As one of the ten richest 
men in Boston, he engaged in large-scale philanthropy, public 
service, served six terms in the Massachusetts legislature and one 
term in the U.S. House of Representatives.  He died on July 14, 1861. 

 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 

Several years ago in Mt. Vernon, Texas, Drummond’s Bar 
began construction to expand their building to increase business.  
In response, the local Baptist church started a campaign with 
petitions and prayers to block the bar from expanding.  Work 
progressed right up until the week before the grand reopening 
when lightning struck the bar and it burned to the ground! 

Well now, the church folks were rather smug, bragging about 
the power of prayer.  They changed their attitude, however, when 
the bar owner sued the church on the grounds that the church was 
ultimately responsible for the demise of his building, either 
through direct or indirect actions or means. 

The church vehemently denied all responsibility for or any 
connection to the building’s demise. 

The judge read through the plaintiff’s complaint and the 
defendant’s reply, and at the opening hearing commented, “I don’t 
know how I’m going to decide this, but it appears that we now 
have a bar owner who believes in the power of prayer and an 
entire congregation that does not.” 

(As seen in the fall 2010 issue of Elderberries, the UU Retired Ministers and 
Partners Association newsletter.  Reprinted here with permission.) 



    SSSSOCIAL ACTIONOCIAL ACTIONOCIAL ACTIONOCIAL ACTION 
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”    

This month our UUSBHC Social Action collection, on 
Sunday, October 30th, benefits the Cedar Valley Hospice.  In July I 
visited with Stacy Baranowski at the Hospice about their work with 
children.  She described the Eucalyptus Tree program which 
provides grief mentors, grief and death education, and family visits 
from Katie and Quincy Koala.  Forty percent of children served are 
survivors of hospice patients, but over half are referrals from 
community parents, teachers, social workers, etc.  Baranowski says 
many of these are children whose needs would otherwise go unmet 
because no other committed adult is able to help the child deal with 
a loss. 

Here are the results of the voting for organizations to receive 
our eleven monthly social action plate collections (beginning with 
last month) and the dates for the collections: 

September 25th:  One Iowa 
October 30th:  Cedar Valley Hospice 
November 27th:  Seeds of Hope 
December 24th:  Khasi Hills School 
January 29, 2012:  UUSC (Guest at Your Table) 
February:  None 
March 25th:  Feinstein Challenge for the Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
April 29th:  Harbaugh-Williams Educational Promise Fund 
May 27th:  Healthy Cedar Valley Coalition 
June 24th:  Family and Children’s Council 
July 29th:  Habitat for Humanity 
August 26th:  Cedar Falls Community Meals 

The amount of the August plate collection, which funds our 
participation in Cedar Falls Community Meals, was $156.60.  The 
amount of the September collection for One Iowa is unknown at this 
time.  Thank you for your interest in social action and justice issues 
and for your contributions. 

         Sally Browne, Social Action Chair 

~~~~~~~ more Social Action ~~~~~~~ 

Al Hays sends us the following information about a social 
action project just for the month of October: 

Welcome Baskets for the Neighborhood Hub 

In 2003 an important initiative was created in Black Hawk 
County—the Community Partnership for Protecting Children.  This 
group brings together citizens and professionals who are concerned 
about the well-being of children and families on a monthly basis to 
discuss issues of common concern and to undertake common efforts 
involving the coordination of multiple community actors.  Originally 
funded by a grant from the Clark Foundation, the Partnership now 
receives funding for a part-time coordinator from the Iowa 
Department of Human Services. 

In 2005, the Partnership joined with UNI’s Community 
Outreach Partnership Center to create the Neighborhood Hub in east 
Waterloo.  The Hub, currently housed at Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 
on Mobile Street, is designed to be a place where families and 
children in need can come to learn about services in a non-
threatening environment.  As an incentive to get families to the 
Hub, the CPPC sponsors a community meal once a month, with the 
assistance of the United Methodist Church and the UNI Episcopal 
Campus Ministry. 

As an additional incentive, the Hub prepares “Welcome Baskets” 
for people in need.  As you may know, Food Stamps do not pay for 
personal hygiene and household cleaning items, yet these expensive 
items are vital to household well-being.  The Northeast Iowa Food 
Bank carries these items but the demand often exceeds their available 
supplies.  Therefore, the Welcome Baskets are designed to fulfill an 
important family need for these items.  However, these baskets also 
serve the dual purpose of encouraging families to become informed 
about vital services and programs that may help them with a range of 
needs—everything from job training to mental health counseling to 
legal assistance.  A copy of “What’s Where In Parenting”, the 
invaluable guide produced by Family and Children’s Council, is 
typically included in each basket. 

The Social Action Committee would like for UUSBHC to be a 
part of this ecumenical effort to help our community.  Therefore, we 
will be holding a special collection of items for the Welcome Baskets 
during the month of October.  In addition to collecting items for the 
Hub, Eva has requested that we retain some of the items to assist her 
in responding to requests that she sometimes gets from needy 
community members or church members for assistance. 

The contents for the Welcome Baskets are selected from the 
following items: 
Deodorant   Household cleaners    Paper towels   Window cleaner 
Bath soap     Shampoo     Dish washing detergent     Toilet paper 

Laundry detergent       Tooth brushes / tooth paste 

The baskets also include diapers and baby wipes when 
available, but other items are more strongly encouraged. 

Members should consider purchasing an item or items when 
they are doing their regular grocery shopping.  You are encouraged 
to buy cheaper generic brands rather than name brands, in order to 
make your expenditures go further. 

This initiative involves “in kind” donations that are in addition 
to our monthly social action collection plate contributions. 

We hope everyone will join in to support this broad-based 
community effort. 

 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2012 WORKSHOPS 

The 2012 PSD Annual Conference will be held April 13th-15th 
in Bloomington, Minnesota.  The conference theme is Lessons 
from War and Peace:  Stories of Hope, Faith and Courage. 

Come and help participants explore and process this theme in 
greater depth by presenting a workshop.  More information about 
the conference and the application to present a workshop are at 
<http://www.psduua.org/drupal/AnnualConference2012/Workshop
Applications>. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Great and General Court of Massachusetts banished 

Roger Williams on October 9, 1635 from the colony over his 
insistence on full religious liberty.  Native Americans welcomed 
him in what is now Sowerns, Rhode Island.  Williams founded 
Providence, Rhode Island, where he proclaimed “that no man 
should be molested for his conscience”.  He was not Unitarian 
but his actions encouraged Unitarians to broaden their search for 
freedom of religious belief and practice. 


