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 ********   2010  ******** 
APR. 4 9:30 A.M.   EASTER:  CELEBRATE! – The Rev. Eva Cameron 
  10:45 A.M.   Easter Potluck Brunch / Egg Hunt for the children 
 
APR. 11 9:30 A.M.   HEALING AS AN ART – Deblyn Russell 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six / Circle Way / Review of the Bylaws 
 
APR. 18 9:30 A.M.   THE WISDOM OF DR. SEUSS – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Devin Jane King 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six / Buddhist Path 
 
APR. 25 9:30 A.M.   FESTIVAL SUNDAY:  EARTH DAY  – The Festival Team 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six / TRIBE  
 
 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate 
 

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE : 
  9:30 A.M.  Services ~~ UU and Quaker 
  10:45 A.M.  Coffee/Fellowship/Announcements 
  11:00 A.M.  Children’s Chapel 
  11:15 A.M.  RE for Children, Youth, Adults  

 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice for religious diversity, 
human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 
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CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

The gift of having a disease that may or may not affect my 
longevity, is that it helps me to see the ephemeral nature of life.  It 
focuses my attention on being who I want to be, and not just doing 
whatever falls into my lap.  It is easier to be happy and see the 
good in things, and easier to set anger and disgruntlement aside 
unless it is truly necessary.  It is easier to follow my mission, I 
guess you might say.  Do you have a life mission?  I will be 
sharpening and revising mine in the coming year.  I realized I 
needed to do that when one day in mid-March all the snow was 
gone from our yards and streets.  I burst into tears of joy—I 
realized I had made it to see another spring.  What a gift!  It’s a gift 
I don’t want to squander. 

Let me share with you this prayer-poem written by my 
colleague Mark Belletini entitled Reading For The Day.  I suggest 
that you read it over each morning this month, and see if you can 
then do the “reading” he suggests you do in the prayer-poem!  I 
will be doing this, because I love how it focuses me.  Mark 
captures his mission in life, and what he sees as a good life 
mission.  Try it!  See where it leads you. . .. 

Let the sky above me unroll like a scroll, 
and let me read upon it today’s text for my life: 

“You are alive, here and now. 
Love boldly and always tell the truth.” 

Let the wind arrange the naked branches 
of the maples and aspens and oaks 
into the letters which proclaim this sacred text: 

“Your heart beats now, 
not tomorrow or yesterday. 
Love the gift of your life and do no harm.” 

Let the eyes and hands and faces 
of all men and women and children 
with whom I share this earth 
be chapter and verse in this great scripture text: 

“Life is struggle and loss, and also 
tenderness and joy. 
Live all of your life, not just part of it.” 

And now let all the poems and scriptures and 
novels and films and songs and cries and lullabies 
and prayers and anthems open up before our free  
hearts.  Let them open like a torah, like a psalm, 
like a gospel, like an apocalypse 
and let them proclaim: 

“Do not think you can take away 
each other’s troubles, 
but try to be with each other in them. 
Remember that you are part, not all, 
great, but not by far the greatest, 
small, precious brief breaths 
in the great whirlwind of creation.” 

And remember that every single human word 
is finally and divinely cradled in the strong and 
secure arms of Silence. 

See you in church! 

 
 
 
 

On April 10, 1866 the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals was incorporated in New York City.  Its 
founder, Henry Bergh, was a member of All Souls Church there. 

CHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONCHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONCHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONCHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

As I write this I am in Baraboo, Wisconsin sitting in the 
warming sun.  I have had a lovely day meeting librarians from all 
over this state and listening to a great presentation about children’s 
books.  I now have more resources for finding our children’s stories, 
as well as books for our curricula.  We were also able to connect 
with some friends who graduated from UNI.  I hope you all had a 
great spring break, or great weekends in March.  There are lots of 
things happening in April that I hope you will attend—Easter, Earth 
Day, Prairie Star District Annual Meeting, Deblyn preaching, and 
our own fourth-grader Devin Jane King co-preaching with Eva!  The 
youth will again host the younger children in the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt.  See you in church. 

You are missing out if you haven’t had a chance to join us on 
a Wednesday night for dinner.  Our new chef, Krystal, has 
provided excellent dinners for us and we have had a great time 
socializing, making art projects, playing games, attending choir, 
band and other classes.  Oh and yes, it’s okay to come just for 
dinner and socializing.  P.S. We are looking for more chess games 
to own or just to borrow. 

A note about Children’s Choir  – Tim is doing a great job and 
the kids seem to be having lots of fun.  How does one join the 
Children’s Choir?  Just show up a 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday nights 
and practice with the group. 

To our new and visiting friends and family—welcome.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to ask.  We still need some 
helpers and subs so think about volunteering to help with one of 
our wonderful groups. 

Classes this year are~ 
       at 9:45 a.m. 

 Chalice Children:  3, 4, 5 year-olds 
 Alternative Activities:  Kindergarten to 5th grade 
 Nursery:  0 to 3 year-olds 

       at 11:15 a.m. 
 Primary Class:  Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades 
 Intermediate Class:  3rd, 4th and 5th grades 
 Middle School:  6th, 7th and 8th grades 
 High School:  9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades 

Please remember that we try to be flexible. 

Children’s Chapel~ 
Our Children’s Chapel is meeting in the Nursery; don’t forget 

to bring your change to feed the Pink Buddha for our social action 
project! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 Kathy Klink-Zeitz, DRE 
 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its monthly 
chapel and luncheon at Lakeview Landing every third Wednesday 
from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Note that we are now meeting on the 
third Wednesday of the month! 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 21st.  Please R.S.V.P. to Brian 
Forster at 291-8427.  You need not be a resident to attend. 

 



A NEW BYLAWS DOCUMENT 

IS COMING TO A CHURCH NEAR YOU! 

The Executive Board will be proposing adoption of a new 
draft Bylaws document at the 2010 Annual Meeting.  The Bylaws 
Committee has revised the original draft proposal based on input 
from the membership.  This revised draft Bylaws document was 
approved by the Executive Board with a few amendments.  The 
proposal now has been posted on the UUSBHC website at 
<www.uusbhc.org>.  Members are encouraged to attend a second 
informative Town Hall Meeting to review and discuss this revised 
draft proposal.  The Town Hall Meeting will be held on April 11, 
2010, following the Sunday Service. 

Any proposed amendments to the Bylaws proposal will 
need to be submitted in writing to the Board no later than the 
April 20 th Board meeting.  Amendments can be sent to Trustee 
Jim Paprocki at <jpaprocki@mchsi.com> or placed in Jim’s 
mailbox at church.  The Board will not accept any amendments 
from the floor at the Annual Meeting.  This decision was made by 
the Board to allow time for any amendments to be published prior 
to the Annual Meeting.  The Board wants to provide an 
opportunity for the congregation to reflect on each proposal. 

For additional information, or if you have questions, contact members 
of the Bylaws Committee: Jim Paprocki at <jpaprocki@mchsi.com> or 
296-3737; Judy Harrington at <judith.harrington@uni.edu> or 
277-1106; or Shanlee McNally at <shanlee.mcnally@dybb.com> 
or 296-2780. 

 
 

 
 
 

APRIL SERVICESAPRIL SERVICESAPRIL SERVICESAPRIL SERVICES    
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. unless stated otherwise 

 

April  4April  4April  4April  4thththth    

Easter:  CelebrateEaster:  CelebrateEaster:  CelebrateEaster:  Celebrate! ~ Rev. Eva Cameron 
This is the day to remember and celebrate the high moments, the 
moments of your life that lifted you, inspired you, filled you with 
hope, joy; awakened you to god/dess, love, life!  (Followed by our 
Easter Potluck Brunch; see article for details.) 

April 11April 11April 11April 11thththth    

Healing as an ArtHealing as an ArtHealing as an ArtHealing as an Art ~ Deblyn Russell 
The power of the creative process of art as a healing force. 

April 18April 18April 18April 18thththth    

The Wisdom of Dr. SeussThe Wisdom of Dr. SeussThe Wisdom of Dr. SeussThe Wisdom of Dr. Seuss    ~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Devin Jane King 
One day Devin told Rev. Eva that she thought it looked really fun 
to preach.  So Eva asked her what she would preach about if she 
had the chance.  Devin said she thought that Dr. Seuss had some 
important messages for UUs to remember.  So we promise you that 
this will be a service you will never forget, as our congregation 
hears the powerful voice of a young fourth-grade girl who is just 
daring enough to realize she has something to share. 

April 25April 25April 25April 25thththth    

Festival Sunday:  Earth DayFestival Sunday:  Earth DayFestival Sunday:  Earth DayFestival Sunday:  Earth Day    ~ The Festival Team 

Join us for this annual celebration of Mother Earth. . .in this 
playful, contemplative, and thought-provoking service.  Weather 
willing, we will end the service outside. 

.

There has been a lot going on in ‘our’ building this winter.  Many 
people and various groups coming and going who use the church 

for meetings—including some occasions with food 
(our favorite!).  We don’t mind you leaving an 
occasional crumb or two for us mice, but we’ve 

noticed several times where lights have been left on.  
We can’t help you out because the switches are out of our 

reach so please, before you leave, look behind you to see that 
you’ve turned them off.  Thanks!       The Church Mouse 

ŠŠŠ   ŠŠ  Š Š Š  ŠŠ   ŠŠŠ 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNAL MEAL 

We shall again gather at 6:00 p.m. this Maundy Thursday 
(April 1st) to share food (i.e., a potluck) and reflect upon the role of 
food in ritual celebration including why there have been festivals at 
this time of year, and what they celebrate. 

Participants will be invited to comment on why the dish they 
bring has significance to them in particular, or for the world in 
general (if they wish). 

Contact Russ Campbell at 266-0394 (H); 273-2447 (W); or 
<campbell@math.uni.edu> for further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL WORKSHOP IN CEDAR RAPIDS! 

Economic Justice Workshop 

The Rev. Richard Gilbert will lead a workshop on Saturday, 
April 10th at the Peoples Church Unitarian Universalist in Cedar 
Rapids from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Lunch and snacks will be 
provided for a $20 charge. 

The workshop will be on economic justice with a focus on 
Iowa and the Midwest.  After the workshop, those interested in 
working on the Iowa Social Justice Network will have dinner with 
Reverend Gilbert Saturday night at 6:00 p.m. 

For more information and/or to register, check out the 
Peoples’ Church website at <www.peoplesuu.org> or contact Rev. 
Tom Capo at Peoples Church, 319-362-9827, or email him at 
<revcapo@gmail.com>.  Childcare will be available upon request.  
Please make childcare requests by April 1, 2010. 

 
 
 

Child’s letter to God: 

Dear God, 
In school they told us what You do.  Who 

does it when You are on vacation?  Jane 
 
 
 
 
 
Born in Sherborn, Massachusetts on April 1, 1764 Henry Ware, 

Sr. was minister of First Parish in Hingham, Massachusetts, when 
Harvard University elected him as Hollis Professor of Divinity.  
Ware took a leading role in training ministers at Harvard 
University and then at the Harvard Divinity School when it was 
founded in 1816. 



CONSCIOUS  LIVING  CORNER 
THINKING ABOUT WATER 

Here in Iowa we are fortunate to have plenty of water—rain and 
snow have been plentiful, maybe a bit too plentiful some years.  
Flooding and flood control are some of our concerns in this part of 
the world.  But for many there is still the question about the safety of 
our water, even here in Iowa.  We have contrasting information.  
There are commercials for water purifiers for our faucets or our 
whole house.  At the same time, we hear on news reports that bottled 
water is the greatest marketing scam to come by in a century—that 
most of the bottled water is just tap water and, perhaps, not even 
held to the same standards.  Tap water, for example, is required by 
law to be tested for pathogens and a variety of pollutants, and bottled 
water is exempt from such testing.  So it is difficult to know if the 
bottled water is safe. 

The Waterloo water supply mainly comes from wells and is 
considered fairly safe from pollution concerns.  The 2008 report 
(most recent) indicates, for example, only one positive for coliform 

bacteria out of 83 test samples.  A common industrial 
cleaner, (1,1,1-trichloroethane) averaged 0.31 parts 
per billion with a range up to 2.21 parts per billion.  
This material is considered safe below 200 parts per 
billion.  A more debated material is atrazine, a 

common herbicide used by farmers.  EPA considers 
water safe if there is less than 3 parts per billion of atrazine.  
Waterloo reports an average of 0.01 parts per billion with a high 
measure of 0.11 parts per billion—well below the minimum amount 
to raise a concern.  Still, EPA is looking into this compound more 
deeply with new data being gathered and analyzed regarding the 
impact of atrazine on both humans and animals. 

So, how safe is the water?  Around here, most water seems to 
be fairly safe but that may not be true in every community or from 
every well.  It is best to have it checked and communities are 
required to provide the information to the public.  Bottled water is 
really not worth the money unless it is a convenience for you.  It is 
better to put your tap water into your own reusable water bottle 
when heading out for a jog or a bike ride.  If you are particularly 
concerned, a water purification system will be an excellent option.  
And, for the many of us who are concerned about water quality in 
poorer countries, it may be comforting to know that several simple 
systems for purifying water have won innovation awards. 

Pure water is important and necessary for good and healthy 
living.  We plan to have an opportunity to explore questions and 
concerns about water quality in a future Conscious Living Group 
meeting (TBA).  In the meantime, drink lots of water and, 
whenever possible, jump in puddles just for the fun of it. 

               Bill Harwood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harm Jan Huidekoper was born in Hoogeveen, Holland on 

April 3, 1776.  He came to the United States in 1796 to work for 
the Holland Land Company and became a landowner and 
developer in Meadville, Pennsylvania.  Reared Dutch Reform, 
Huidekoper became Unitarian through his study of the Bible and 
helped establish the Unitarian Church in Meadville.  He was 
interested in the national movement and founded Meadville 
Theological School now Meadville/Lombard.  The school relocated to 
Chicago, Illinois, in 1926. 

The showman Phineas Taylor Barnum, a devoted Universalist, 
died at age eighty in Philadelphia on April 7, 1891. 

    

    

    

    

UU YOUTHUU YOUTHUU YOUTHUU YOUTH    

We are still looking for a couch to replace the chairs in the 
youth room.  Don’t forget about donating to us if you are in need 
of getting rid of your old couch. 

                Angie Stafsholt 
 

    

    
    

SOCIAL  ACTION  COLLSOCIAL  ACTION  COLLSOCIAL  ACTION  COLLSOCIAL  ACTION  COLLECTIONECTIONECTIONECTION 
“WALKIN’ THE “WALKIN’ THE “WALKIN’ THE “WALKIN’ THE TALK”TALK”TALK”TALK”    

Hello to my fellow UUs, 

Spring is here!  Due to the Stewardship Campaign, there was no 
Social Action plate collection in February.  March’s Focus was for 
the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Services in Waterloo.  The 
plate collection total is unknown as of this writing and will be 
reported in the May newsletter.  Larry Bush spoke to us on March 
28th about Red Cross Services and new blankets were donated to 
the Red Cross for fire victims. 

April’s focus will be the Cedar Valley Hospice.  CVH is a not-
for-profit multi-service agency that provides home care services to 
those with a life-threatening illness, hospice services to those with a 
six month or less prognosis, grief support services to anyone 
struggling with the death of a loved one, and case management 
services for those living with HIV or AIDS and their families.  
Services are available to anyone regardless of where they reside, their 
age or diagnosis, or their ability to pay.  The website for more 
information on this noble cause is <www.cvhospice.org>.  There will 
be no Adult Sunday School on this topic on April 18th.  The plate 
collection for this cause will be on April 25th.  Check out the Social 
Action bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for more information. 

Keep on Walkin’ the Talk!    Sheri Huber-Otting, 
       UUSBHC Social Action Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the winter we’ve tried to stay snug by being inside.  In early March 
there was quite a bit of excitement around the building 
when those ‘gardener types’ discovered the snowdrops 
were up under the red twig dogwoods!  Up came those 

shoots right through the melting snow! 
          The Church Mouse 

 

 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Black 
Hawk County will be held on Sunday, May 2, 2010 at 11:15 a.m.  
A regular Sunday Service will precede this meeting. 

 Mica Lorenz, Board Secretary 



The pioneering American architect Frank Lloyd Wright, an 
active Unitarian, died on April 9, 1959 at age eighty-nine. 

 

 
 
 

LAWN CARE SOLUTIONS LAWN CARE SOLUTIONS LAWN CARE SOLUTIONS LAWN CARE SOLUTIONS SOUGHTSOUGHTSOUGHTSOUGHT 

John Russell is no longer able to mow our lawn every one to 
two weeks during the months April through October.  We owe John 
a very big thank you for his dedication over many years of service! 

We now need to take some action and our choices include:  1) 
establish a cadre of four volunteers who will bring their own mowers 
and do the job on a schedule, 2) buy a riding mower and hire one of 
our older youth to do it as a summer job, or 3) pay a commercial 
mowing company $70 per mowing (estimated $980) for seven 
months.  If anyone in our congregation is willing to organize 
volunteers or would like this as a summer job, please contact me as 
soon as you see this. 
         Terry Stewart, Building and Grounds 

 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

The third annual (re-named) Lake Wannabe Potluck Luncheon 
and Variety Show is coming up Sunday, May 23rd after church.  This 
event is sponsored by the Music Committee, and will be raising 
money toward the church budget for this fiscal year.   

Start looking up those hotdish recipes, and be prepared to 
exercise your funny bone!  If you are interested in performing in the 
variety show, contact Tim Purdum at <tpurdum@cfu.net>.  If you 
would like to help with setup, cleanup, etc., contact Deblyn Russell 
at <deblynzart@cfu.net>. 

 
 
 
 
 

We have noticed some serious ‘scurrying around’ by Paul Finch 
these last few months.  He’s been spotted 
shoveling snow, setting up for dinners on 
Wednesdays, helping in classrooms on Sundays, 

and even under the sink fixing plumbing.  We love for 
our little mice to see such a good example being set! 

          The Church Mouse 
 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER MUSIC 

The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir will be taking a break for 
the months of June and July, but the Theoretical String Band will 
continue to meet on Wednesday nights.  Look for more details in the 
May newsletter. 

Our Director of Music, Tim Purdum, and our pianist, Carolyn 
Hildebrandt, will not be in regular attendance during the summer, so 
there are lots of opportunities for musicians.  Do you have a solo or 
small ensemble piece that you’d like to play as a prelude, postlude, 
or music for meditation?  Would you like to accompany hymns on 
piano, guitar, or some other instrument?  Check your calendar for 
June and July and let Karen Impola know of your availability; her 
email is <impola@uni.edu>. 

ARE YOU A UU TEAM MEMBER? 

What is a UU Team?  It’s a way to make Sundays fun, special 
and personal for you.  It’s the way we’re going fill the gap as 
Esther Kieffer retires from her Hospitality responsibilities.  We are 
forming ten UU Teams of five individuals each who will be 
responsible for making coffee, providing refreshments, clean-up 
and serving as ushers on five Sunday mornings over the next 
twelve months. 

We currently have eight teams formed and thirty-three volunteers 
to serve on them.  We need just two more team leaders and eight more 
UUs to have every Sunday covered for a full year!  It’s easy to do.  
Simply step up and join a team.  Each team decides how they will 
rotate the tasks among the members on their team’s Sundays. 

If you are already on a team—thanks for stepping up to this 
opportunity to become more involved.  Thank your team members 
for joining you.  Say “YES” when you’re asked to join a team, so 
that we can thank you too.  While we’re at it, let’s all give a great 
big thanks to Esther Kieffer who has been responsible for making 
Hospitality happen for many, many years. 

So contact me at <micalorenz@gmail.com> and sign up for a 
UU Team. 
       Mica Lorenz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK UU AWARD 

Without a doubt, one of the greatest joys of our congregation 
is the wonderful music we all enjoy.  The “Thank UU” Award this 
month highlights the contribution of the Theoretical String Band 
anchored this year by Staci Chananie-Hill and Steven Orsborn 
along with Nate Callahan, Michael Walter, Karen Impola, Ryan 
Haynes, and others under the direction of Tim Purdum.  Part of the 
beauty of the band is its flexibility and open invitation to all of us 
to pick up an instrument and play along. 

The members have the versatility that allows them to go from 
accompanying the choir or playing hymns, to improvising and 
impromptu jazz numbers.  Like a true jazz ensemble the talented 
musicians who play in the Theoretical String Band are a fluid 
mixture of different people who bring their own unique talents and 
harmonies to the music.  The members of this group consistently bring 
the congregation to their feet and you can feel the level of enthusiasm 
rise around you.  Part of the joy of the band is its ever-changing 
mixture and sound and we should thank all of the musicians for their 
extraordinary contribution to the spirit of the congregation. 

This month we would like to specifically express our 
appreciation to Staci Chananie-Hill and Steven Orsborn for 
constantly anchoring this remarkable group and say thank you to 
all the outstanding musicians of the Theoretical String Band. 

Committee on Ministry 

Suggestions for Thank UU Award nominations are always 
welcome.  Contact any member of the Committee on Ministry:  
Rev. Eva Cameron, Jim Paprocki, Judith Harrington, Gerry Chamberlin 
and Curt Hanson. 



LET’S NOT DUMP ON OTHERS . . . 
AND SOME GARDEN NEWS, TOO 

On March 2nd I examined the contents of our brown dumpster 
designated for “Yard Waste”—meaning brush and tree limbs.  
Instead I found three bags of spilled out kitchen trash and thirteen 
pizza boxes which I had to empty.  None of this should have been 
deposited in the brown container!  Furthermore, the cardboard boxes 
and some of the paper plates are recyclables.  When parties or dinners 
take place at our facility, organizers are responsible for proper disposal 
of any recyclables and throw-away trash.  Throw-aways must be in 
closed bags and placed in the green dumpster.  Overflow cardboard 
should be taken home by those in charge and deposited at the 
transfer station.  Our kitchen recycling bins are for small, crushed 
cardboard items only.  Remember, we are a designated Green 
Sanctuary which means that we must all do our part to uphold our 
commitment to waste less, recycle and dispose properly.  All persons 
who organize events at the church are mentors of others in fulfilling 
these goals.  Let’s not dump on others! 

In garden news, the surveys have been tabulated and a garden 
plan for 2010 designed.  We will be announcing planting days come 
April and May, and inviting families to help.  As weather permits, I 
envision a couple thirty-minute sessions after the church service—
perhaps during coffee hour—so as not to take time from Sunday 
School.  If interested, please let me know. 

We plan to have simple recipe suggestions for fresh produce on 
the produce table every Sunday.  If you have favorite, tasty recipes 
you may want to share them. 
      Julie Fischer 

 
 
 

EASTER  BRUUNCH 

Join us April 4th for an Easter Potluck Brunch immediately 
following the Sunday Service (about 10:45 a.m.).  There will be 
pancakes by our happy pancake crew! 

Since this will be a potluck brunch, bring a dish to share, such 
as a yummy egg casserole, fruit, sweet rolls, coffee cake, or a savory 
dish for those ready for lunch.  Suggested donation is $3 per adult, 
$1 per child (under five) or $8 per family.  Invite your extended 
family, or friends to join us.  No one should be alone on Easter. 

Don’t forget, the youth will be having an Easter Egg Hunt for 
our children (out on the lawn if weather permits). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARRIAGE EQUALITYMARRIAGE EQUALITYMARRIAGE EQUALITYMARRIAGE EQUALITY    

ONE YEAR ANNIVONE YEAR ANNIVONE YEAR ANNIVONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!ERSARY CELEBRATION!ERSARY CELEBRATION!ERSARY CELEBRATION!    

Date / Time:  April 3rd,  6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Place:  at the church 

There will be a live feed to the Big Gala happening in Des 
Moines.  This is a fundraiser for OneIowa.  (Program details will be 
announced via e-mail.)  Please invite your UU and non-UU friends. 

 
 

 
Samuel Finley Breese Morse, the American artist, inventor, 

and creator of the Morse code, died at age eighty on April 2, 1872.  
He was the son of the arch-conservative Calvinist minister Jedidiah 
Morse, but he became a Unitarian. 

MINISTER’S VACATION 

Rev. Eva will be on vacation from April 5th through 11th.  Our 
staff and lay ministers will be available to assist you with your 
needs while she visits Kentucky for a celebration of spring! 

 
 

 

 
    

BIRTHDAY CALENDARBIRTHDAY CALENDARBIRTHDAY CALENDARBIRTHDAY CALENDAR    

The Birthday Calendar is in the Fellowship Hall.  If you wish 
to be included, please put your name on the calendar on the date of 
your birth so you can be remembered. 

Happy Birthday to those with April birthdays: 

 John Johnson Charlotte Brandenburg Nita Stewart 
 Del Carpenter Suzanne Bullard Elleanor Zeck 
 Chris Klink Zeitz Christine Carpenter Jen Heckmann 
 Lauryn Orsborn Colton Questra Alex Hanson 

  Taylor Hanson Deblyn Russell 
 
 
 
 
 

“Be kinder than necessary because 
everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of North Bay 
WINE COUNTRY HOLIDAY 

The UUs of Napa, California proudly announce a new season of 
our Wine Country Excursions.  Again, we offer a variety of options for 
an inside look at one of America’s most beautiful areas, internationally 
known for fine wines, gourmet dining and spectacular vistas. 

There is much to see and do in the Napa and Sonoma Valleys:  
wine tasting at renowned and boutique wineries; visits to art 
galleries and museums; exploring the natural beauty of our hills 
and valleys on miles of hiking and biking trails, or by car on our 
highways and back country roads. 

We offer two choices and both start with comfortable lodging 
in members’ homes with full breakfast (up to three nights).  You 
can choose a two-day “Wine Country Excursion,” with a guided, 
personalized tour conducted by one of our members—some with 
wine industry experience—or lodging and self-guided touring.  If 
desired, we provide guidance, maps, etc. 

The program runs from April through October.  Our fees are 
below market rate for similar services and all proceeds go to our 
small Fellowship.  For complete details contact:  Tom Wilson 
(707-254-7443) or <2wilsons1dog@comcast.net>. 

We look forward to sharing our lovely “home” with you 
 



UU SPOTLIGHTUU SPOTLIGHTUU SPOTLIGHTUU SPOTLIGHT    

Meet the Martinsen-Burrell family.  We are happy 
to have Lara, Neil, and their daughter, Rose, come to 
us from Waverly.  Lara will tell us about their 
journey.            Esther Kieffer 

“We currently live in rural Cedar Falls.  We will be moving 
back to Waverly at the end of April.  After a long hiatus from a 
permanent residence (five different homes including a camper and 
a yurt) we’re looking forward to unpacking fully and staying a 
while.  We’ve lived in Iowa for three and a half years, moving to 
Waverly in August 2006 when Neil took a teaching job at 
Wartburg.  Before that, we lived for two years in Carrboro, North 
Carolina and before that in Boulder, Colorado. 

“Neil grew up in Del Mar, California, a suburb of San Diego 
and attended Harvey Mudd College in Claremont outside of Los 
Angeles, graduating in 1999 with a degree in Mathematics.  I grew 
up in Niwot, Colorado, a suburb of Boulder and attended Luther 
College in Decorah graduating in 1999 with a degree in 
Psychology.  We met in 2000 in Colorado while Neil was an 
Applied Math grad student at the University of Colorado, and I 
was a member of the Urban Servant Corps, a Lutheran-affiliated 
intentional community in Denver, CO.  It is to this Lutheran social 
network that we owe our gratitude for our meeting each other, and 
many of our closest (distant) friends. 

“Neil grew up in a Lutheran family from birth.  As a teen, he was 
known for cheering on the pastor whenever his Christmas Eve 
sermons emphasized social justice.  I was baptized Lutheran almost by 
accident because the church was near my relatives.  Though my 
family had no religious affiliation outside of watching Christmas 
movies together, I did catch up with Neil’s churchy beginning by 
attending First Lutheran in Longmont, CO during high school, and 
then going to a Lutheran college.  During college we both worked in 
Lutheran outdoor ministries, working as camp counselors at two 
(different) summer camps in Colorado.  In college, Neil pursued a 
minor in Religious Studies, emphasizing Feminist Theology while I 
dabbled in courses like Christian Ethics and Sex, Power and Religion.  
Outside of class, I ran the student outreach program—a ministry that 
brought teams of college students to churches to offer a worship 
service, youth retreat, or both. 

“Though married by a Lutheran pastor in a ceremony that 
included communion (in a very UU fashion), we had a tough time 
finding a church home.  Neil’s early upbringing leads him toward a 
love of liturgy.  My early experiences led me toward the pursuit of 
mystical experiences (like standing on mountain peaks).  Both of 
us however are convinced that community is more than a pleasant 
but unavoidable necessity in our lives.  So, after going through one 

Lutheran church, one UCC church, a “Sweet Peace” Meditation 
group, a contact improvisation dance group and a yoga studio we 
moved to Waverly, IA where our thirst for community, liturgy and 
mysticism led us to UUSBHC! 

“We discovered this Society after Beth Fullwiler invited me to 
a carbon footprint workshop with area churches.  Kindly, Pat 
Malloy drove by the church on the way home, just so we would 
know how to get there if we wanted to attend.  We did, and Neil, 
Rose and I have been here since that winter of 2007.  We officially 
became members in the spring, around the time Rose had her 
dedication at UUSBHC.  We have enjoyed Sunday services, great 
child care and religious education and an exceptional community.  
I serve as a Worship Associate and with the Festival Sunday team 
as well as with the Creative Spiritz group.  Neil helps with the 
website and the sound on Sunday mornings.  We also enjoy a 
weekly meal cooked by someone else on Wednesday nights and 
have led a small group on the book Integral Life Practice.  
Theologically, we enjoy the freedom and lively engagement of a 
non-creedal religious community while also appreciating this 
community’s strong commitment to spiritual growth.  The broad 
welcome of Unitarian Universalism to all types of people is an 
important part of making us feel comfortable in a spiritual 
community. 

“Outside of UUSBHC, we enjoy spending time outdoors 
walking, hiking, snowshoeing, canoeing, and so on.  Neil stays 
busy for nine months of the year as a math professor at Wartburg, 
teaching mostly statistics and he loves the interaction with young 
minds.  I spend much of my time caring for Rose who turned four 
and a half at the beginning of February.  With Rose now spending 
more time in preschool at Casa Montessori in Cedar Falls, I am 
looking forward to working again as a massage therapist.  Rose is 
an inquisitive, talkative, physical girl who loves dance class and 
the question “Why?”  All three of us enjoy traveling to see family 
and friends in California, Oregon, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Minnesota, Washington, D.C. and many more places.  In a fit of 
dreaming, we even bought a 1982 Volkswagen Vanagon diesel off 
eBay to turn into our family road trip vehicle.  After driving over 
1,000 miles from Maryland, the van broke down in Cedar Rapids 
and it hasn’t run since.  Can the math professor and massage 
therapist become German diesel mechanics?  We shall see. 

“Our current address is 9811 Mark Road in Cedar Falls, and 
after April 20th it will be 100 6th Ave. SE in Waverly.  You can 
reach us on our cell phones at 319-352-3076 (Lara) and 319-290-
6134 (Neil).  Emails are:  Neil at <nmb@wartburg.edu> and Lara 
at <lara@undersea.com> and, of course, we’re on Facebook.” 

 
 
Edward Everett Hale was born in Boston, Massachusetts on 

April 3, 1822.  He became a teacher and then a minister, serving 
at Church of the Unity in Worcester and South Congregation in 
Boston.  Hale was an influential leader and helped to strengthen 
the denomination’s organization.  During the Civil War he was 
prominent nationally as a patriotic leader and voice of the public 
conscience.  A prolific writer, he achieved literary fame when his 
story “The Man Without a Country” appeared in The Atlantic 
Monthly (1863).  Hale was also a skilled orator and had a fine 
intellect.  He was for many years a leader in the Unitarian 
Sunday School Society, serving on its board of directors.  As 
tensions rose at the end of the 19th Century, he began working for 
international peace.  In 1903 the U.S. Senate elected him 
chaplain, a position he held until his death on June 10, 1909. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    

Our thoughts and best wishes go out to Carole Fishback for 
a speedy recovery. 

At the time of this writing it’s March and already there have 
been reports of as many as three robins seen in yards.  Gardener 
types better get those mowers, shovels and spades ready! 

The members of the Caring Committee are Esther Kieffer (Chair), 
Lisa Kratz, Betsy Brant, Sally Browne, Bob Robinson, Donna Davis, 
and Eva Cameron. 
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                               Multi-Generation Programs
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOLADULT SUNDAY SCHOOLADULT SUNDAY SCHOOLADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL    
11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. unless stated otherwise 

Some topics have related articles elsewhere in this newsletter. **  

April  4 th 

Adult RE will be suspended this day so all can attend the Annual Easter 
Potluck Brunch (see article with details elsewhere in this newsletter).  
An Easter Egg Hunt will be hosted for the children by the youth. 
April 11 th 
Sixty for Six – Lynn Brant will be leading a program on the 
previous Sunday’s headlines.** 
Circle Way – Join us to celebrate Beltane.  Anyone wish to help 
with the May pole? 
Review of the Bylaws with Jim Paprocki. ** 
April 18 th 

Sixty for Six – Open discussion about Adult RE; small survey.** 
Buddhist Path – Join Ralph and others in exploring Buddhist 
spiritual practices. 
Walkin’ The Talk – No scheduled session this month. 
April 25 th 
Sixty for Six – Review of survey.** 
TRIBE – Join Tim for fun!** 

    

SUNDAYS SUNDAYS SUNDAYS SUNDAYS BEFORE NINEBEFORE NINEBEFORE NINEBEFORE NINE    

April 4 th   8:30 a.m. – No Teacher’s Tea this month. 

SUNDAYS AFTER TWOSUNDAYS AFTER TWOSUNDAYS AFTER TWOSUNDAYS AFTER TWO    
April 11 th, 25th 
2:00 p.m. – Yoga for all with Krystal Hamilton 
April 11 th 

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. – Sunday Afternoon Small Group, Mica Lorenz 
April 18 th, 25th 
2:00 p.m. – What’s Up Doc?umentaries:  due to lack of interest, 
the Documentaries for April and May have been cancelled. 

Other Small Group Ministries 
Some topics have related articles elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Small Groups are Open unless specified Closed. 

FVUUM  – April 21st, 11:00 a.m., contact Brian Forster 
  Friendship Village UU Ministry 

Small Group Facilitators – April 14th, 7:00 p.m. 
Nature Lovers Group – second Saturday, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m., 
             contact Sheri Huber-Otting 
Traveling UUs – April 18th, 12:15 p.m., Mike Knapp, facilitator 

 

 
 
 
 
 

WOW!   WORKSHOPS ON WEDNESDAYS   WOW! 

Every Wednesday 
Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. every Wednesday, $5/person, $2/child<5, 
$10/family – sign up at church or on-line at <http://snipurl.com/3w0i8>. 
Children’s Choir  at 5:00 p.m. 
Choir  at 6:15 p.m. 
Theoretical String Band at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 
WORKSHOPS 

Wednesday, April 7th at 6:30 p.m. 
Cedar Valley Meditation Group with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  for all ages.  Join Kathy and friends to play a game 
and/or make a piece of art. 

Wednesday, April 14th at 6:30 p.m. 
Cedar Valley Meditation Group with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  for all ages.  Join Kathy and friends to play a game 
and/or make a piece of art. 
Small Group Facilitators Meeting at 7:00 p.m. ~ Mica Lorenz 
(note date change for April) 

Wednesday, April 21st at 6:30 p.m. 
Cedar Valley Meditation Group with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  for all ages.  Join Kathy and friends to play a game 
and/or make a piece of art. 

Wednesday, April 28th at 6:30 p.m. 
Cedar Valley Meditation Group with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  for all ages.  Join Kathy and friends to play a game 
and/or make a piece of art. 

Every Thursday 
Buddhist Path at 7:30 p.m.  Join Rev. Eva and others in exploring 
Buddhist spiritual practices; open. 

FIRST FRIDAY POTLUCK 

There will be no First Friday potluck in April. 

REAP COUNCIL MEETINGREAP COUNCIL MEETINGREAP COUNCIL MEETINGREAP COUNCIL MEETING    

Religious Education and Program Council meeting in the 
church Fellowship Hall on Monday, April 5th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL ANDANDANDAND OTHER OTHER OTHER OTHER    RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HAPPENINGSHAPPENINGSHAPPENINGSHAPPENINGS    
    

SIXTY FOR SIXSIXTY FOR SIXSIXTY FOR SIXSIXTY FOR SIX 

Good Spring to you all!  We are almost at the end of our 
Adult RE Sixty for Six classes this year, but have more interesting 
things left to learn.  April will be a bit different from the other 
months due to a couple of items.  The first one is a reminder that 
on Easter Sunday, April 4th, we will not be having class due to 
the brunch that immediately follows the service.  April 11th will 
have Lynn Brant leading us in another discussion of current 
events from front pages of newspapers; so come prepared!  Our 
second change will be on April 18th and then 25th.  We have 
brought in a lot of different viewpoints for us to study, but now 
we need to know what you all thought/think about these classes.  
We will be providing a small survey and also discussing thoughts 
about favorite, least favorite, most interesting, etc. classes since 
our first meeting last September; please think about what you 
liked/disliked and we will try to coordinate the responses.  Class 
on April 25th will present the survey results and ask for further 
discussion about what you all wish to see in Adult RE.  These 
suggestions will be very important for the design of next year’s 
Adult RE classes.  We will have a few more classes in May, 
including Mica Lorenz’s presentation on “A Welcoming 
Church”, and a special guest presenter, Ken Atkinson, as a 
follow-up on our “Bible Self-defense” and translation issues.  
Rev. Eva’s interactive sermon on Bible self-defense this past 
February was enjoyed by many people so we decided to stretch 
this topic into a sixty-minute discussion.  More to come in the 
May newsletter. 
        Bob Robinson and Johanna Foster, co-chairs 

 

Walkin’ The TalkWalkin’ The TalkWalkin’ The TalkWalkin’ The Talk    

April’s focus will be the Cedar Valley Hospice (more details 
in the Social Action article).  There will be no Adult Sunday 
School on this topic on April 18th.  The plate collection for CVH 
will be on April 25th.  Check out the Social Action Bulletin 
Board downstairs in April for more information. 

 

TRIBE 

TRIBE is a chance to reconnect with the village gatherings 
of our ancestors, to play like children with music, speech, and 
dance, and to reclaim our heritage as innately artistic beings.  
This is not a class for professional musicians, it is a class for 
everyone!  Come, check it out! 

If you have any questions, please contact Tim.  Also check 
out: <http://timpurdum.com> for more details!  Come and bring 
your friends!  Join the fun! 

KHASI HILLS UPDATE 

School update:  The people of Nongtarian village and their 
school have recently achieved a significant milestone.  The Indian 
government has accepted the school to be among those schools it 
officially subsidizes.  This means that henceforth much of the 
working budget for the school will be covered by the Indian 
government including teachers salaries and the school facility.  
This achievement would not have been possible without the 
assistance that we, the UUSBHC, provided to the students of the 
Nongtarian school.  The Indian government only accepts those 
schools for subsidies that have a proven track record of financial 
and educational stability.  Our sponsorships helped the Nongtarian 
school and the community which started it in order to educate their 
children bootstrap their school from a do-it-themselves project to 
one that is now officially sanctioned and supported. 

This also allows our continued support to assist the school 
to improve itself.  Our sponsorships can now be used to assist in 
growing the school for the students, rather than simply helping it 
sustain itself.  Through continued sponsorships, we can continue 
to support and assist the school and the students of Nongtarian. 

Iahunlang:  There is further good news regarding our work 
with the Khasi Hills.  For the last few years in addition to 
supporting the school, donations from our UUs have gone to 
support Iahunlang Marbaniang.  When Iahunlang was orphaned, 
the generous donations from members of our congregation went 
to support her and the family that took her in.  As she nears 
graduation from the Nongtarian school, UU donations have been 
used to establish a fund to assist in her continued education and 
training.  Donations from the special offering last Christmas 
gathered another $375 to add to Iahunlang’s fund. 

Sponsorships:  We are still collecting sponsorships for 
students of the Nongtarian school.  As noted above, the funds 
collected will allow the school to grow and improve.  Our 
sponsorships can now aid the school with its discretionary 
funding.  Our assistance can go to the purchase of school 
materials that further improve the quality of education for the 
students.  Sponsorships continue to be $40.  You can find copies 
of the sponsorship form on the back wall of the Fellowship room.  
You can also donate without a form.  Make your check out to 
UUSBHC and be sure to put “Khasi Hills” on the memo line. 

If you have any questions, feel free to ask me, Patrick 
Malloy, or send me an e-mail <ptmalloy@gmail.com>. 
 

 
WHAT’S UP DOC?UMENTARIES     

The Documentaries have been cancelled for April and May 
due to lack of interest. 

 
 
 
 

 

BUDDHIST PATH 

Join with Eva and others each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays 
in the balcony for meditation, walking meditation and discussion 
of Buddhist topics.  All are welcome. 

This is a great group to invite a friend or neighbor to, someone 
who might enjoy having a place to come meditate.  Come explore 
the living dharma with us. 

 
The Universalist storyteller Hans Christian Andersen was 

born April 2, 1805 at Odense, Denmark.  A successful novelist 
and poet, Andersen is best known for such fairy tales as The 
Little Match Girl, The Ugly Duckling, The Snow Queen, and The 
Red Shoes.  Andersen’s poetry won him the patronage of King 
Frederick VI of Denmark. 

 
 
 
 
 


