
UNITARIAN-UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
OF BLACK HAWK COUNTY 

3912 Cedar Heights Drive, Cedar Falls, Iowa  50613 

319-266-5640 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED www.uusbhc.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 ********   2010  ******** 
JAN. 3 9:30 A.M.   ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six / Conscious Living / New Member 
 
JAN. 10 9:30 A.M.   WHERE DOES THE TEMPLE BEGIN, WHERE DOES IT END? 
                                                                          – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Maureen Murphy* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six / Circle Way 
 
JAN. 17 9:30 A.M.   STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE:  WELCOMING OUR NEIGHBORS  
                                                                  – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Staci Chananie-Hill* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six / Buddhist Path / Walkin’ The Talk 
 
JAN. 24 9:30 A.M.   CHALICE LIGHTER SUNDAY  – The Rev. Eva Cameron, Jim Paprocki, Al Hays* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six / TRIBE 
 
JAN. 31 9:30 A.M.   YOUTH SUNDAY – Our Youth, Lara Martinsen-Burrell* 
  11:15 A.M.   Adult Sunday School:  Sixty for Six 
 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate 
 

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE : 
  9:30 A.M.  Services ~~ UU and Quaker 
  10:45 A.M.  Coffee/Fellowship/Announcements 
  11:00 A.M.  Children’s Chapel 
  11:15 A.M.  RE for Children, Youth, Adults 

 

 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice for religious diversity, 
human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 
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CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

At the time of this writing, I’m just back from Mayo Clinic, 
where I had an excellent visit with my doctor.  He thinks I am doing 
very well, and has charted a course of maintenance treatment for me.  
As you might guess, this makes me quite pleased.  It is a good way 
to begin a new year. 

Five years ago at this time, a committee of this church was 
hard at work.  They had been charged by UUSBHC to help them 
find a new minister.  They diligently had done surveys, spoken to 
many people, and pondered their hearts for just what kind of 
minister would be good for the future of their beloved 
congregation.  It was hard work, because they each had their own 
ideas, and they had to listen, ponder, and listen some more.  
Reading minister’s profiles, and thick packets of information, they 
settled on a few choice people to talk with some more.  And I was 
one of those people, invited to come in the cold of February and 
explore the idea of being your minister with them. 

For me, that seems a long time ago, and also just a brief moment 
ago!  Judy Harrington and I had long conversations about this 
congregation, and the search committee’s understanding of the hopes 
of what UUSBHC wanted. They saw a strong desire for growth and 
change, for purpose and dedication. They chose me because of my 
strong desire to help congregations grow.  They knew I would be a 
strong minister, and this in itself would be different. 

Desiring change and experiencing change are different things.  
Change happens whether or not we ask for it, and sometimes we long 
for things to be the way they ‘always used to be’.  I put that in quotes, 
because when we use our thinking/rational brains, we know that things 
are always changing, yet the feeling we have is authentic.  We humans 
cling to nostalgia naturally, and the whole religion of Buddhism is based 
on this realization.  To choose change, is to bravely set off into the 
unknown, against our natural nostalgic instincts.  This is true for church 
life, and our own personal life.  January is a time of New Year’s 
resolutions, ‘turning over a new leaf’ diets and exercise plans, and 
dreams for what is next in the future. 

So, although I’ve said it before, I want to say special thanks for 
choosing to be brave in the face of change and yet another for 
choosing me to be your minister.  As I write this, I am aware that 
there are now many who have come since I arrived.  For them, these 
new things are ‘the way things have always been done’.  Together, 
as we begin this new year, let us celebrate the resilience of 
human spirit to face continual change that is around us, and our 
marvelous creativity, that bids us onward into ever new and more 
meaningful ways. 

I see some more new changes on the horizon, as we have had 
a team working on re-writing the bylaws.  With their diligence, 
they have asked the Board to visit areas that connect with those 
Bylaws, like the name of the church, policies on membership, and 
member relations.  There will be lots of things to talk about this 
spring!  Along with this, we’ve seen a renewal of the loving care 
for our physical property, with our siding project.  Who knows 
what else the spring will bring?  I can tell you this—if we actively 
grow creativity and joy, we will be a joyful growing community, 
and that is exciting. 

It is delightful and exciting to be part of a group that is working 
and striving to be the kind of place it longs for in the Cedar Valley.  
Keep sharing our good news with your friends and neighbors.  Keep 
flexing, growing joyfully, and turn and honor your strength in doing 
so.  I know I do. 

See you in church! 

CHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONCHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONCHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONCHILDREN and YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION    

The weather outside is chilly.  In December we had a great time 
with the pageant, WOW!, Alternative Activities and Sunday School.  
This has been a very busy year for everyone.  Lots of new families 
have joined us.  Classrooms have had makeovers; some are still 
looking for couches and curtains.  New teachers with new energy 
have joined us.  We have added some new programs.  Are you 
involved?  We need teachers, helpers, wall painters, curtain makers 
and many others to make our program a success. 

Classes this year are~ 
       at 9:45 a.m. 

 Chalice Children:  3, 4, 5 year-olds 
 Alternative Activities:  Kindergarten to 5th grade 
 Nursery:  0 to 3 year-olds 

       at 11:15 a.m. 
 Primary Class:  Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades 
 Intermediate Class:  3rd, 4th and 5th grades 
 Middle School:  6th, 7th and 8th grades 
 High School:  9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grades 

Please remember that we try to be flexible.  We do plan to 
continue the Youth Unity program with the other churches in the 
Cedar Valley. 

Children’s Chapel~ 
Our Children’s Chapel will meet in the Nursery this month; 

don’t forget to bring your change to feed the pink Buddha for our 
social action project! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 Kathy Klink-Zeitz, DRE 

P.S. There are many concerned about the H1N1 flu going around.  
The best that we can ask is that if you feel sick, please don’t bring 
it to our children.  Call Kathy or someone to sub for you if you are 
a teacher or a helper.  Keep your children home if they are sick.  
Wash your hands, use sanitizer and cough into the crook of your 
arm.  If we all work together we can get through this.  Also, if you 
are sick and need some help, PLEASE call Esther or Eva and they 
will arrange for some help for you. 

 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its monthly 
chapel and luncheon at Lakeview Landing every second Wednesday 
from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, January 13th.  Please R.S.V.P. to 
Brian Forster (291-8427).  You don’t need to be a resident to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Independent Church of Christ (now known as The Independent 
Christian Church or Society), was covenanted in Gloucester, Massachusetts 
on January 1, 1779.  Its founders seceded from Gloucester’s First Parish 
(Congregational) in order to hear Universalist preaching, for which 
purpose they quickly called, ordained, and installed John Murray 
as minister.  Although other Universalists had formed 
congregations in North America this became the first Universalist 
church to successfully organize and survive. 



 

 

 

 

CHALICE LIGHTER SUNDAY IS JANUARY 24, 2010! 

Many UUSBHC members have been Chalice Lighters since 
1989 when the program began.  A Chalice Lighter pledges to 
respond with a contribution of $20.00 or more, when the call 
comes to “light the chalice” somewhere in the Prairie Star District.  
There are three calls each year. 

Chalice Lighter funds are used to support growth in our 
Unitarian Universalist congregations in Prairie Star District 
through Chalice Lighters Grants to new or existing congregations 
for a minister, religious education professional, music, social 
justice, office staff, building or land and innovative growth 
strategies. Chalice Lighters in our seventy congregations in 
Minnesota, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and Wisconsin have combined their $20.00 or more 
in contributions to help more than thirty-four Congregations grow 
over the past twenty years. 

For more information, or to enroll as a Chalice Lighter, 
contact Jim Paprocki at <jpaprocki@mchsi.com> or 296-3737.  A 
member also may enroll online, by visiting the Prairie Star District 
website at <www.psduua.org>. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

JJJJANUARYANUARYANUARYANUARY SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES    
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. unless stated otherwise 

 

January  3January  3January  3January  3rdrdrdrd    

Anniversary SundayAnniversary SundayAnniversary SundayAnniversary Sunday    ~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (WA) 
Join as we celebrate the founding of the Universalist branch of our 
church.  On a cold day in January, in 1874, a group gathered to form 
a church for people who had questions, and yet still felt that God 
loved them just as much.  They called themselves the Universalists.  
Come learn a bit about our past, and celebrate those early stalwarts 
of our faith.  We’ll serve Communion using our historic Universalist 
communion set with the children. 

January 10January 10January 10January 10thththth    

Where Does The Temple Begin, Where Does It End?Where Does The Temple Begin, Where Does It End?Where Does The Temple Begin, Where Does It End?Where Does The Temple Begin, Where Does It End?    
                ~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Maureen Murphy (WA) 
This Mary Oliver poem speaks of the spiritual practice of looking. 

January 17January 17January 17January 17thththth    

Standing On The Side Of Love:  WeStanding On The Side Of Love:  WeStanding On The Side Of Love:  WeStanding On The Side Of Love:  Welcoming Our Neighborslcoming Our Neighborslcoming Our Neighborslcoming Our Neighbors    
                                    ~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Staci Chananie-Hill (WA) 

Often our warm feelings of love extend to those we know best.  Part 
of the challenge offered up by our theme this year “Standing on the 
Side of Love” is opening our arms wide to those who don’t know we 
are here.  How can we do that?  Who are our neighbors anyway? 

January 24January 24January 24January 24thththth    

Chalice Lighter SundayChalice Lighter SundayChalice Lighter SundayChalice Lighter Sunday    
               ~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Jim Paprocki, Al Hays (WA) 
Join us as we share with you some news about the Chalice Lighter 
program.  Our neighboring UU congregations have been using the 
funds for projects.  Just what have they been up to? 

January 31January 31January 31January 31stststst    

Youth Sunday Youth Sunday Youth Sunday Youth Sunday ~ Our Youth, Lara Martinsen-Burrell (WA) 

The UU Youth will be providing a thought-provoking service on 
“Standing on the Side of Love” from a youth’s point of view. 

JOIN US AT THE BAKED POTATO BAR! 

Mosey on up to the counter and get yourself a baked potato and 
then choose from a wide variety of delicious toppings at the Board 
of Trustees hosted “Baked Potato Bar” Luncheon on January 31st at 
12:15 p.m. following Adult RE.   

This is a fund-raising lunch for the general budget.  Keep nosing 
around and you may find some desserts too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 20, 2010.  That’s 
the date for this year’s Stewardship Campaign “Kick-Off.”  This 
year’s dinner event will take place that night at the church.  Watch 
next month’s newsletter for specific details about the event.  Child 
care will be provided. 

During the month of February you will be receiving 
information about this year’s Stewardship Campaign and how 
you can make a difference at the UUSBHC through your 
financial commitment for the July 2010 – June 2011 program year.  The 
Stewardship Campaign will culminate on Stewardship Sunday, March 
7, 2010, when members and friends will be asked to place their financial 
pledge cards in a special “Stewardship” Offering Plate. 

As we draw close to the end of the year, we ask that you 
reflect on what this Society has meant to you and your family 
during the past year; the many events and activities you have either 
attended or participated in; the fun, support and fellowship you have 
enjoyed; and what spiritual growth has been nurtured.  If these 
things have made a difference in your life or of your family 
members, start thinking about how your financial giving can ensure 
that they will be here for you again in the coming year. 

 

 
 

 

CONSCIOUS  LIVING  CORNER 

On January 3rd during Conscious Living, Professor Laura Jackson 
will report on World Made by Hand, the new novel by James Howard 
Kunstler, imagining what would happen if the U.S. sustained major 
interruption of governmental services, transportation, and communication 
infrastructures.  How would we cope?  What moth-balled skills would we 
have to exhume and relearn?  What dangers lurk and opportunities emerge 
when we encounter disasters akin to what peak oil will bring?  It is an 
exciting and well written novel, rich in drama. 

Julie Fischer will counter with a review of Christopher 
Steiner’s non-fiction book $20 Per Gallon, explaining in $2 
increments what major aspects of our lifestyle will perforce change 
as gasoline’s price continues to rise toward $20 per gallon.  (Iceland 
already has $8/gallon and has started on a path to one hundred 
percent renewables.)  The figures are compelling and the changes 
envisioned are often more attractive than ways we live today. 

We anticipate time for discussion after the presentations. 
 
 
 
 
 

Josiah Wedgwood, renowned British pottery maker and active 
Unitarian layman died at age sixty-five on January 3, 1795. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  NEW BYLAWS DOCUMENT 

COMING TO A CHURCH NEAR YOU! 

The Executive Board will be proposing adoption of a new 
draft Bylaws document at the 2010 Annual Meeting.  These 
Bylaws will be easier to follow and incorporate a number of 
changes suggested by the Unitarian Universalist Association.   

Members are encouraged to attend an informative Town Hall 
Meeting to review and discuss the draft proposal.  The Town Hall 
Meeting will be held on January 31, 2010, following the Sunday 
Service.  The draft Bylaws document also will be posted on the 
UUSBHC website at <www.uusbhc.org>.   

If you are unable to attend the Town Hall Meeting, or would like 
additional information, contact members of the Bylaws Committee: 

Jim Paprocki at <jpaprocki@mchsi.com> or 296-3737; 
Judy Harrington at <judith.harrington@uni.edu> or 277-1066; or 
Shanlee McNally at <shanlee.mcnally@dybb.com> or 296-2780. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES COUNCIL 

There is a lot that goes into a Sunday morning service besides 
the sermon.  There are hymns to be chosen, and special music to be 
arranged.  There is a sound system to be run.  There is an ever-
changing art installment on the walls which reflects the seasons and 
themes of our church year.  There are “props” which must be in 
place:  hymnals, candles, collection plates. . ..  Sometimes there are 
even skits, with more props, and costumes. 

The Religious Services Council is the group that oversees the 
whole process—not only Sunday services, but also the Friendship 
Village UU Ministry, and the occasional wedding or funeral.  We 
meet monthly, at 7:15 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month, to 
hear reports from the various teams (music, tech, Creative Spirits, 
drama, etc.), and to talk about what has gone well in recent services 
and what we can do better in the future.  Like most committees, 
we’re always accepting new members; come join us!  (We also eat 
and drink well during meetings.) 

One thing we thought of recently is that the term “Service For All 
Ages” sounds a bit clunky.  So we’ve decided to call them “Festival 
Sundays” instead.  It’s still the same thing:  one Sunday per month 
when children stay for the whole service, and when the message is 
presented from a child’s-eye view.  (Adults can bring their inner child 
out for these services.)  If you see “Festival Sunday” on the calendar 
or the bulletin board, that’s what it means. 

The Religious Services Council would also like to bid a fond 
farewell to Mimi Kuester, who was our chair last year, and has been 
secretary this year.  Mimi is stepping down from the committee, in 
preparation for moving out of state later this year.  She’ll be missed!  
Lisa Kratz has graciously volunteered to take minutes from here on.  
Thanks, Lisa! 

 Karen Impola, RSC Chair 

LIVING THE WELCOMINGLIVING THE WELCOMINGLIVING THE WELCOMINGLIVING THE WELCOMING CONG CONG CONG CONGREGATIONREGATIONREGATIONREGATION    
New Program on Wednesday Nights 

January 13, 2010   6:30 – 8:00 p.m. ~ ongoing 

This congregation became a “Welcoming Congregation” in 
April 2004.  In the nearly six years since that time we have had a 
lot of new members who may be aware of the designation but did 
not have the opportunity to take part in the workshops.  We have 
also considered the fact that Iowa, through the action of the 
Supreme Court, has become one of the few states to affirm the 
equality of marriage for all Iowans.  This has made same-sex 
marriage a political topic again and has brought the potential need 
for “action” on equality. 

Thus this may be the time for us to “re-new” our 
congregation’s welcoming status.  The UUA’s office of LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) Concerns has developed 
another program that builds on the previous one, called “Living the 
Welcoming Congregation”.  As the program states, “This program 
reviews our assessment/discernment and analysis of where we are 
in regards to our welcoming atmosphere and personal attitude and 
then moves us on to looking beyond ourselves and our 
congregation to our community.  Along the way we will discover 
what we know, what we do not know and explore what we will do.  
Another reason for the title is to help instill the belief that the work 
of dismantling oppression is not a project but an ongoing 
commitment to justice.  Participants can decide if the next stages of 
their work are for personal growth, congregational life, or working 
within the larger community.” 

Participants will be asked to commit as much as possible to 
regular attendance as the sessions do build on each other, but we 
do realize that life happens.  We have set up the program for 
Wednesday nights from January 13th through the end of April.  We 
will NOT meet on the first Wednesday night of each month and we 
will NOT meet during spring break either. 

Heather Flory and Mica Lorenz will be co-leaders.  We 
strongly encourage members of all sexual orientations to attend.  
This program needs participation from LGBT and heterosexual 
individuals to be successful.  We will meet in the balcony from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Child Care is available.  Cost is $10 per 
person, a materials fee, and write your check to UUSBHC. 

Please let us know, for planning purposes, if you intend to 
participate.  Contact Mica at <micalorenz@gmail.com> or 291-6509. 

 

 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    

Caring, healing thoughts and best wishes to Glenyce Butschy, Jim 
Paprocki and Mildred Pierce.  Mildred’s one-hundredth birthday was 
well-celebrated last month will many cards and well-wishes! 

Congratulations to Carole and Mickey Fishback for their terrific 
on-stage performances in the Waterloo Community Playhouse 
production of Miracle on 34th Street in December. 

The members of the Caring Committee are Esther Kieffer (Chair), 
Lisa Kratz, Betsy Brant, Sally Browne, Bob Robinson, Donna Davis, and 
Eva Cameron. 

 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Palmer Peabody, Transcendentalist and founder of the 
American Kindergarten, died at age eighty-nine on January 3, 1894. 



MAKING YOUR SUMMER PLANS? 

If you’re already dreaming about the warm, sunny days of 
summer 2010, consider attending a UU camp.  Camp StarTrail, 
Prairie Star’s new multi-generational camp near Ashland, Nebraska 
will be August 1- 6, 2010. 

“The camp was beautiful, the camp staff was wonderful, and the 
company was terrific.”  That was one happy camper’s summary of 
her experience last summer.  At Camp StarTrail campers of all ages 
explore and celebrate Unitarian Universalism through a variety of 
workshops and worship opportunities.  The main speaker will be UU 
minister, singer, songwriter, and humorist Meg Barnhouse.  After 
hearing Meg at a religious educator’s conference, one participant 
said, “My advice to all, if you have a chance to hear Meg Barnhouse, 
don’t hesitate.” 

Registration will be open in February so watch for more 
information about Camp StarTrail, Camp UniStar, and Midwest UU 
Summer Assembly at <www.psduua.org/Camps>. 

 

 
 

 
    

BIRTHDAY CALENDARBIRTHDAY CALENDARBIRTHDAY CALENDARBIRTHDAY CALENDAR    

The Birthday Calendar is in the Fellowship Hall.  If you wish 
to be included, please put your name on the calendar on the date of 
your birth so you can be remembered. 

Happy Birthday to those with January birthdays: 

Karen Miller   Ute Brandenburg   Angie Stafsholt   Ty Bellfy 
 
 
 

MUSICAL NOTES 

Many thanks to everyone, performers and spectators alike, 
who took part in the Winter Music Fest on December 6th.  The 
program included everything from serious classical music to sing-
a-long carols, with songs about social justice and lutefisk in 
between.  Additionally, we found out which member of the 
congregation has Santa on speed dial!  With your help, we raised 
approximately $650, which will be added to the church budget for 
this year.  Nice work, everyone! 

Yes, it’s still a long way off, but if you’ve just acquired a 2010 
calendar, mark it now for the Music Committee’s next event:  the 
third annual UU Home Companion Potluck Luncheon and Variety 
Show, Sunday, May 23rd.  (Of course, you can write something 
shorter than that on your calendar!) 

The first of the year marks Tim Purdum’s first anniversary as 
our Director of Music.  If you see him, be sure to thank him for his 
efforts.  Choirs and musicians continue to meet on Wednesday 
nights.  Children’s Choir is from 5:00 - 5:45 p.m., Adult (and 
Youth) Choir meets from 6:15 - 7:15 p.m., and the Theoretical 
String Band rehearses at 7:30 p.m.  In case you’re wondering, 
these groups are  always accepting new members. 

UU SPOTLIGHTUU SPOTLIGHTUU SPOTLIGHTUU SPOTLIGHT    

Stacy is a very busy person who finds time to help in 
many areas at church.  Thank you Stacy for all you do! 

 Esther Kieffer 

“My full name is Stacilyn Chananie-Hill but most people call 
me Bella.  My wife, Ruth, and I moved to Iowa about a year and a 
half ago.  We had been blessed with several years of a loving 
partnership, but were able to be legally wed last May.  Ruth is an 
Assistant Sociology Professor at UNI.  I have one beautiful son, 
Greg, who is nearly seventeen. 

“Born and raised in Salt Lake City, UT as a member of the 
Mormon church (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints), I left 
the church while in my teens.  I moved to the Chicago area and then 
to Southern Illinois where I attended the University.  I found the 
local UCC Church there and it was really my first experience with 
liberal Christianity (as that denomination was very inclusive).  I still 
had issues with the theology though and began to study different 
religious ideals and texts.  I found out that I most closely identified 
with Buddhism so I studied Buddhism, spent some time in an 
overseas monastery, and felt a desire to find a community that 
embodied many of those traits and principles. 

“When my wife and I moved to Iowa, I was speaking with 
Maureen Murphy at a new faculty gathering at UNI President Ben 
Allen’s house and she mentioned the UU church.  I began attending 
a couple of weeks later, and was so pleased to have found a spiritual 
home nearly immediately!  I found that intellectually, spiritually, and 
even theologically, UUism was the community that really spoke to 
me.  It was also a new experience for me (outside of Buddhism) that 
I could hold my own set of beliefs and it did not have to be entirely 
congruent with the person that I chose to sit next to in church.  I have 
also really enjoyed the intersections between my skill set and the 
needs of our congregation that have allowed me to become actively 
involved.  I spent many years being a technical director, and then 
was able to become involved in a technical capacity.  I enjoy playing 
and singing music and now have the pleasure of working with a 
group of extraordinarily talented musicians; I enjoy speaking and 
interacting, and Worship Associates are members that really have a 
responsibility to create a feeling of community, care, and goodwill 
through their presence.  I have also enjoyed learning from Julie 
Fisher and assisting with building an herb garden for the church.  All 
of these things have served to cement my relationship in the UU 
community.  I love it here. 

“I also find it especially rewarding that the UU principles fit so 
nicely with the work that I do.  I am a Violence Prevention Educator 
whose main task has been to create curriculum, teach, and counsel, 
mediate, or advocate as the case may call for.  I have worked with all 
types of survivors of violence (especially in the arena of Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault) and more recently in the areas of Hate 
Crimes and Marriage Equality.  All of this fits hand in glove with the 
principles of Social Justice that are so present in UUism.  I love to 
read, camp, kayak, and just about all other things that have to do 
with being in nature for extended periods of time.  I am so glad that 
my wife and I chose Iowa to build this part of our lives together.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Emperor Joseph of Austria issued the Edict of Toleration on 
January 2, 1782 giving Unitarians legal rights to worship according 
to their consciences. 



SOCIAL  ACTION  COLLSOCIAL  ACTION  COLLSOCIAL  ACTION  COLLSOCIAL  ACTION  COLLECTIONECTIONECTIONECTION 
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”    

Hello UUs and Friends, 

The November 29th Social Action plate collection for the 
Christmas food boxes at the Northeast Iowa Food Bank totaled 
$520.30.  This money was used to help in the purchase of food for 
the boxes that were handed out December 21st to crisis clients of 
the Cedar Valley Food Pantry.  Four of our members were there to 
help hand the boxes out.  Thank you to these volunteers. 

The December Social Action plate collection was held on 
December 24th for our Khasi Hills orphan Iahunlang.  The total 
amount raised is unknown as of this writing and will be reported in 
next month’s newsletter.  Thank you to all who gave to help give 
this girl an education. 

The Social Action focus for January is the Eastside Ministerial 
Alliance (EMA).  This non-profit group helps those in our 
community who “fall through the cracks”.  For more details 
contact Reverend Eva Cameron.  The Adult RE is January 17th and 
Eva or someone from the EMA will speak about what they do 
there.  The Plate Collection date is January 31st. 

Thanks to everyone for Walkin’ the Talk. 

       Sheri Huber-Otting, 
       UUSBHC Social Action Chair 

 
 
 

THANK UU AWARD 

We begin the new calendar year by selecting Michaela Rich as 
our Thank UU Award recipient for her commitment to our 
congregation’s religious education programming.  Michaela and 
her husband, Curt Hanson, have a blended family, including 
rambunctious twins Alex and Taylor, and teens Elise and Aubrey.  
As a member of the UUSBHC for nearly five years, Michaela’s 
first volunteer connection with RE was adult programming, rather 
than focusing on children.  In July 2008, when all RE activities 
were joined under the umbrella of the newly organized REAP 
(Religious Education and Programming) Council, her oversight 
responsibilities grew, as the Council includes children and youth 
RE, adult RE (second hour on Sundays), Wednesday evening 
programming, small group ministries, and First Fridays. 

Michaela has heartfelt views about lifespan learning.  She 
appreciates that her children have the opportunity to get to learn about 
what it means to be UU, get to know other children, and be 
mentored/supported by caring adults.  Further, Michaela says, she is 
pleased “that RE gives us the opportunity to learn—not only about 
different religions or current events, for example, but the opportunity 
to learn more about each other and get to know one another better by 
sharing/listening to each other’s stories and presentations.” 

She welcomes visiting with others about their ideas and 
suggestions for RE.  While Michaela is quick to acknowledge all the 
leaders of individual sub-groups of the Council and all participants, we 
want to thank her for being the right person at the right time to serve as 
the catalyst for new energy in the Council.  We will honor Michaela at 
our first January Sunday service, January 3rd. 

Suggestions for Thank UU Award nominations are always 
welcome.  Contact any member of the Committee on Ministry: 
Rev. Eva, Sue Campbell, Gerry Chamberlin, Curt Hanson, Judy 
Harrington, Jim Paprocki (Chair). 

 Committee on Ministry 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING WITH THE UU YOUTH? 

The UU Youth have been up to some interesting stuff lately!  
We are exploring the topic of Standing on the Side of Love.  In 
November we watched the movie The Laramie Project.  We also 
viewed a video that Mike Knapp acquired of the Phelps protesters 
that were in Waterloo a few years ago. 

The youth received Bibles and have done some Bible studies 
with Eva.  They are learning how to do “Bible self defense” as Eva 
states it.  It’s been very interesting and we have learned a lot!  We 
are lucky to have Staci Chananie-Hill coming to our Youth group in 
January to do a group discussion on her experiences in regards to 
homosexuality and the struggle for equal rights in the world today. 

After all this, the youth will be working on Youth Sunday 
which is January 31st.  We have a group of very creative, intuitive 
young adults who will be creating a wonderful service.  Mark your 
calendars, this service will be one you won’t want to miss! 

You will continue to see us selling our wonderful baked goods 
during the coffee hour.  Please partake and help the youth raise 
money towards their goal of heading to Chicago next year. 

We have been having a lot of fun this RE year!  I cannot 
emphasize enough how wonderful the UU youth are! They are a 
great group of kids and Kevin and I are really enjoying spending 
time with them.  Again, mark your calendars to attend Youth 
Sunday on the 31st.  See for yourself how great the youth are! 

                Angie Stafsholt 
 

 

 

UU CUU CUU CUU CARDARDARDARD C C C CLUBLUBLUBLUB    

Join us for the first UU Card Club of 2010.  Festivities begin 
at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, January 9th with a light supper and 
beverages provided.  Bring a snack to share.  Cost for the 
evening’s entertainment is $10. 

Remember, we play for bragging rights and the traveling 
trophy.  Both bridge and Texas Hold’em poker games are offered.  
All donations go to special projects at the church.  You don’t need 
to know how to play—we’ll show you how and you’ll be saying, 
“shuffle up and deal” in no time.  For more information contact 
Mike Knapp at <mikeknapp@mchsi.com> or 291-6509. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Revere was born in Boston on January 1, 1735.  Boston’s 
leading silversmith, he was said to have participated in the Boston 
Tea Party (1773) after the British Parliament gave the East India 
Company a monopoly on sales of tea.  Revere was official courier 
to Congress from the Massachusetts Provincial Assembly and went 
in that capacity to carry the message that General Gage was going 
to attack the Concord supply depot.  After the Revolutionary War, 
Revere resumed his career as a craftsman.  He supplied materials 
for the construction of the U.S.S. Constitution and made the copper 
plates for the boilers of Robert Fulton’s steamboats.  Revere was a 
leading member of Second Church in Boston (Unitarian) and paid 
annual rent of fifteen pounds sterling on his pew. 



Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of The First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, defined God as Soul, Life, Spirit, Truth, Love, Principle 
and Mind. ~~Michael Seek, Christian Scientist 

(Ed. Note:  The above quote was used to discuss similarities between this 
view of God and UU views in the recent Adult RE session with Christian 
Science practitioners.) 

 

 

 

 

2010201020102010----2011 BUDGET2011 BUDGET2011 BUDGET2011 BUDGET    

We’re not looking for New Year’s resolutions, but we are 
looking at how you want to spend funds at the UUSBHC in the 
coming year.  Building a budget is like putting the pieces of a 
puzzle together.  Putting an effective budget together without 
knowing what our needs are is like trying to solve the puzzle 
without all the pieces. 

Your help is needed in identifying all the pieces.  Committees, 
staff and the Board are asked to submit their budget requests for 
the July 2010-June 2011 program year no later than March 21, 
2010.  A budgeting session for your individual input will also be 
sought prior to the Annual Meeting.  Some of the puzzle pieces 
already identified include: 

$ Monthly mortgage payments for the building siding project  
($566 per month) 

$ Continuation of the Director of Music position (new position 
added to this year’s budget) 

$ Annual raise for Minister and staff positions (none given 
during current fiscal year) 

$ Expansion of hours for existing staff positions (increased 
time demands)  

$ Janitorial services for the church  (cleaning needs now 
exceeding volunteer only) 

$ Re-stretching the Sanctuary carpeting (needed maintenance 
to remove trip hazard) 

$ Periodic cleaning of the Fellowship Hall carpeting (increased 
use of Fellowship Hall resulting in increased stains and wear 
and tear) 

$ Lawn care for next summer (losing our volunteer for 
mowing) 

$ Leveling of entrance sidewalk to eliminate trip hazards 

How much of the puzzle can be completed will depend upon 
the success of this year’s Stewardship Campaign.  Please keep this 
in mind as we move towards Stewardship Sunday.  If you have 
other pieces to add to the puzzle, send them to Mike Knapp at 
<mikeknapp@mcshi.com> or call him at 291-6509. 

 
 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Black 
Hawk County will be held on Sunday, May 2, 2010 at 11:15 a.m.  
A regular Sunday Service will precede this meeting. 

 Mica Lorenz, 
 Board Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

BUDDHIST PATH 

Join with Eva and others each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays in 
the balcony for meditation, walking meditation and discussion of 
Buddhist topics. All are welcome. 

This is a great group to invite a friend or neighbor to, someone 
who might enjoy having a place to come meditate.  Come explore 
the living dharma with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 

A FEW GOOD WOMEN AND MEN! 

Do you know someone who goes above and beyond as a 
volunteer for our church?  The Committee on Ministry recognizes 
members who contribute to the life of our church with the monthly 
Thank UU Award.  We encourage you to nominate someone who 
you believe deserves this recognition by contacting: 

Jim Paprocki  <jpaprocki@mchsi.com>, 
Sue Campbell  <SueC56@gmail.com>, 
Curt Hanson  <curtiss.hanson@uni.edu>, 
Gerry Chamberlin  <sgchamberlin@cfu.net>, 
Judy Harrington  <judith.harrington@uni.edu>, or 
Eva Cameron  <cameron.eva@gmail.com>. 

 
 
 
 

Child’s letter to God: 

Dear God, 

Who draws the lines around the countries? 

          Nan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
On January 3, 1841 Herman Melville set out from New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, as a crewmember of the whaling vessel ‘Acushnet’, 
commencing the two-year tour of the Pacific that resulted in the 
classic American novel, Moby Dick.  He was a member of All 
Souls’ Church in New York City. 
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                               Multi-Generation Programs
    

    

    

    

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOLADULT SUNDAY SCHOOLADULT SUNDAY SCHOOLADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL    

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. unless stated otherwise 

Some topics have related articles elsewhere in this newsletter. **  

January 3rd 

Sixty for Six:  “Anglo-American Christianity” – Bob Robinson will 
lead a discussion of historical events leading up to the writing of the 
King James Version of the Bible. ** 
Conscious Living – Laura Jackson will report on World Made by 
Hand and Julie Fischer will review $20 Per Gallon.** 
New Member – People interested in becoming new members are 
invited to meet with Rev. Eva and Mica Lorenz in Eva’s office. 
January 10th 
Sixty for Six:  “Anglo-American Christianity” – Bob will lead a 
discussion of the planning, translation and writing of the Bible.** 
Circle Way – We will be ‘awakening the divine within’ by watching 
the documentary Entheo: Genesis by Rod Mann.** 
January 17th 

Sixty for Six:  “Anglo-American Christianity” – Pastor Mark Lukisch 
of the local Seventh Day Adventist Church will present.** 
Buddhist Path – Join Ralph and others in exploring Buddhist 
spiritual practices. 
Walkin’ The Talk – January’s focus is the Eastside Ministerial 
Alliance.  Reverend Eva or someone from the EMA will speak to 
us about what they do.** 
January 24th 
Sixty for Six:  “Questioning Beliefs” – Mike Knapp will inform us 
about Atheism.** 
TRIBE – A new Sunday School Class!** 
January 31st 
Sixty for Six:  “Questioning Beliefs” – Al Hays will inform us 
about Agnosticism.** 

SUNDAYS AFTER TWOSUNDAYS AFTER TWOSUNDAYS AFTER TWOSUNDAYS AFTER TWO    
January  3rd 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. -  A Gathering of Women,  Kirby Sherman, Lisa Kratz 
January 10th 

2:30 - 4:00 p.m. - Sunday Afternoon Small Group, Mica Lorenz 
January 17th 

2:00 p.m. - What’s Up Doc?umentaries ~ God and Buddha:  A 
January 3rd, 17th, 31st                      Dialogue (1988) 
4:00 p.m. - Beginning Yoga, Krystal Hamilton 

Other Small Group Ministries 
Some topics have related articles elsewhere in this newsletter. 

FVUUM  – January 13th, 11:00 a.m., contact Brian Forster 
  Friendship Village UU Ministry 
Small Group Facilitators – January 6th, 7:30 p.m. 

Integral Small Group – January 13th, 6:30 p.m. – closed 

Waverly Small Group – contact Chris Rediske at 352-3444 

Nature Lovers Group – first Saturday, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 
      contact Sheri Huber-Otting 
Traveling UUs – contact Mike Knapp, facilitator 

Continuing The Welcoming Congregation –  
            January 13th, 20th, 27th from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  Mica Lorenz 
 

 
 
 
 

WOW!   WORKSHOPS ON WEDNESDAYS   WOW! 
Every Wednesday 

Dinner is at 5:30 p.m. every Wednesday, $5/person, $2/child<5, 
$10/family – sign up at church or on-line at <http://snipurl.com/3w0i8>. 
Children’s Choir  at 5:00 p.m. 
Choir  at 6:15 p.m. 
Theoretical String Band at 7:30 p.m. 

 

WORKSHOPS 
Wednesday, January  6th at 6:30 p.m. 
Self Realization with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  with Kathy and friends for all ages.  Join us to make a 
piece of art and/or play a game. 
Small Group Facilitators Meeting at 7:30 p.m. ~ Mica Lorenz 

Wednesday, January 13th at 6:30 p.m. 
Self Realization with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  with Kathy and friends for all ages.  Join us to make a 
piece of art and/or play a game. 
Integral Life Practice Small Group ~ Lara and Neil Martinsen- 
            Burrell; closed 
Continuing The Welcoming Congregation ~ Mica Lorenz and 
                Heather Flory, (open) 

Wednesday, January 20th at 6:30 p.m. 
Self Realization with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  with Kathy and friends for all ages.  Join us to make a 
piece of art and/or play a game. 
Continuing The Welcoming Congregation ~ Mica Lorenz and 
                  Heather Flory, (open) 

Wednesday, January 27th at 6:30 p.m. 
Self Realization with Crystal King 
Artistic Fun  with Kathy and friends for all ages.  Join us to make a 
piece of art and/or play a game. 
Continuing The Welcoming Congregation ~ Mica Lorenz and 
                  Heather Flory, (open) 

Every Thursday 
Buddhist Path at 7:30 p.m.  Join Rev. Eva and others in exploring 
Buddhist spiritual practices; open. 

FIRST FRIDAY POTLUCK 

First Friday in January has been suspended as it would 
conflict with New Year’s Day.  Enjoy your holiday! 

First Fridays provide Unitarian Universalists and the 
community knowledge, understanding, and respect for all people. 

On the First Friday of every month from September to May 
at 6:00 p.m. family, friends and the community are invited to a 
potluck dinner (bring a dish that goes with the holiday or just 
your favorite dish—no dish required if this is your first time) and 
an information session about different religions or groups.  See 
you there in February! 

 
 

 

REAP Council Meeting 

Monday, January 11th, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the church 
 



SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL ANDANDANDAND OTHER RELIGIOUS  OTHER RELIGIOUS  OTHER RELIGIOUS  OTHER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HAPPENINGSEDUCATION HAPPENINGSEDUCATION HAPPENINGSEDUCATION HAPPENINGS    

SIXTY FOR SIXSIXTY FOR SIXSIXTY FOR SIXSIXTY FOR SIX 

Welcome to another month of SIXTY FOR SIX.  The current 
installment, “Anglo-American Christianity: Those Christian 
Denominations Having Their Origins in the United States, and the 
Bible Their Founders Used” (the King James Version), will 
continue for the first three Sundays in January.  During the last 
three Sundays in December we heard from the Christian Scientists, 
the Mormons, and the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  During session four 
Bob Robinson will lead a discussion of historical events leading up 
to the writing of the King James Version (the Reformation, the 
Tudor Dynasty, the rise of the English language, and the demands 
for Bibles in everyday languages).  During session five Bob will 
lead a discussion of the actual planning, translation and writing of 
the Bible and the long term consequences for the Stuart Dynasty 
and the Bible.  Our guest for the sixth and last session of this 
SIXTY FOR SIX will be Pastor Mark Lukisch of the local Seventh 
Day Adventist Church. 

On Sunday, January 24th we will begin a new installment 
entitled “Questioning Beliefs”. 

        Bob Robinson and Johanna Foster, co-chairs 
 

 

CIRCLE WAY 

Entheo: Genesis by Rod Mann 

In an attempt to answer the question of how a renewal of 
ancient initiatory rights of passage might alleviate our ecological 
crisis, this film examines the re-emergence of archaic techniques 
of ecstasy in the modern world by weaving a synthesis of 
ecological and evolutionary awareness, electronic dance culture, 
and the current pharmacological re-evaluation of entheogenic 
compounds.  Within a narrative framework that imagines 
consciousness itself to be evolving, Entheo: Genesis documents 
the emergence of techno-shamanism in the post-modern world 
that frames the following questions: 
1) How can a renewal of ancient initiatory rites of passage 
alleviate our ecological crisis? 
2) What do trance dancing and festivals celebrating unbridled 
artistic expression speak to in our collective psyche? 
3) How do we re-invent ourselves in a disenchanted world from 
which God has long ago withdrawn? 

 

 

CONSCIOUS LIVING 

Professor Laura Jackson will report on World Made by 
Hand, the new novel by James Howard Kunstler, imagining what 
would happen if the U.S. sustained major interruption of 
governmental services, transportation, and communication 
infrastructures.  How would we cope?  What moth-balled skills 
would we have to exhume and relearn?  What dangers lurk and 
opportunities emerge when we encounter disasters akin to what 
peak oil will bring?  It is an exciting and well written novel, rich 
in drama.  Julie Fischer will counter with a review of 
Christopher Steiner’s non-fiction book $20 Per Gallon, 
explaining in $2 increments what major aspects of our lifestyle 
will perforce change as gasoline’s price continues to rise toward 
$20 per gallon.  (Iceland already has $8/gallon and has started on 
a path to one-hundred percent renewables.)  The figures are 
compelling and the changes envisioned often more attractive than 
ways we live today.  We anticipate time for discussion after the 
presentations. 

TRIBE 

A New Sunday School Class!  Team Rhythm Instrument and 
Body Ensemble is coming to Sunday School starting this month!   

This playful learning adventure will inspire, educate, and 
coax you into your creative side through the use of 
improvisation, game play, and theory.  Class will meet the fourth 
Sunday of the month at 11:15 a.m. beginning January 24th.   

Classes will build upon each other, no prior music or 
movement training necessary.  This class is designed with adults 
in mind and is appropriate for the mature young adult.  If there is 
interest, performing is a possibility.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Tim.  Also check out: <http://timpurdum.com> for 
more details!  Come!  Bring your friends!  Join the Fun! 

 
 

WHAT’S UP DOC?UMENTARIES     

In anticipation of the Dalai Lama’s visit to UNI on May 18, 
2010, we will be showing some Buddhist movies from the Tibet 
House in New York, which has graciously given us permission to 
show them in our building. 

Our first doc in January is:  Tibet House New York Presents: 
God and Buddha – A Dialogue (1988).  This lively conversation 
between Deepak Chopra and Robert Thurman explores the points 
of contact and of conflict between Vedanta and Buddhism – 
India’s two great philosophic traditions. 

Taped in 1999 at New York’s Tibet House, before an 
audience of religious and spiritual leaders, the dialogue 
encompasses everything from the Rishis’ teachings about 
Brahman to the speakers’ personal experiences of each tradition.  
Chopra, a physician and bestselling author, outlines the teachings 
upon which Vedanta rests; Thurman, Professor of Religion at 
Columbia University and an associate of the fourteenth Dalai 
Lama, offers the Buddhist counterpoint.  A historic and 
enlightening event, ideal for students, educators, and devotees of 
Eastern philosophies.          ~ Sarah Welsh, All Movie Guide 

The other titles in our series that we will show in the coming 
months are: 

God and Buddha - A Dialogue (1988); 
The Life of Buddha; 
Yatra Trilogy; 
Dharma River:  Journey of a Thousand Buddhas (2006) 
              (The Spiritual Wonders of Laos, Thailand and Burma); 
Prajna Earth: Journey into Sacred Nature 
              (The Spiritual Wonders of Bali, Cambodia, and Java); 
Vajra Sky over Tibet and, 
Ten Questions for the Dali Lama. 

All films will be shown in the Sanctuary.  RSVP to Kathy if 
you need childcare. 

 
 
 
 
 

Charles Chauncy was born January 1, 1705 in Boston.  Son of a 
prominent family of educators and Unitarian clergy, he entered 
Harvard University at age twelve and studied theology.  He was 
minister of First Church in Boston, later Unitarian, for sixty years 
and wrote several influential books. 


