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CONVERSATION WITH EVA

I spent some of the morning raking leaves from my yard.  My
neighbors, who worry about their leaves, have already finished this
chore—all the leaves carted away.  I’ve noticed some people are
the sort that fall leaves make them anxious, they worry about them
falling, about making sure they get them all up, about making sure
their yard looks clean, and so on.  I’ve seen people chasing a lone
leaf  across  a  yard  with  a  leaf  blower.   The  leaves  seem  like  a
problem to these people, a burden.  For me, when I go out to rake,
I’m always so happy that the universe provided insulation for me
to  tuck  around my plants  and on the  north  side  of  my house,  just
when I’m going to  need it  most!   So,  for  me,  leaves  seem like  a
kind of  bountiful  blessing,  and their  presence  makes  me smile.   I
re-arrange them a bit—into the garden beds, etc.—and then let them
be.  The funny thing is, in both cases, they are really the same leaves.

What’s different is how we look at those very same leaves!  It’s
funny how much of life is really like this:  one situation, and positive
and negative reactions (depending on who you talk to).  In reality, it
is hard to change the leaves.  Unless you move to a land with no
trees, the leaves will be there.  You can’t really control whether or
not autumn happens!  BUT, we can change our own relationship to
the leaves, our understanding of the leaves—this is the bit we CAN
control.  We can, with practice, re-imagine what the leaves and
many other things in our lives can mean; and with this, we will feel
differently about them, more happy, more gratitude.

As “the holidays” approach, and you find yourself having an
unpleasant reaction to something—feeling anxious, mad, lonely,
tired, crabby, unappreciated, sad, exhausted (and you know we all
feel  this  way  sooner  or  later!)—stop  and  think  about  the  leaves.
They have a lot to teach us.  If you can realize that whatever it  is
that is making you feel unpleasant is ‘just another fall leaf’ then
you will begin to see that you can change your perspective, or
change your attitude towards this person or situation.

If having to get all the gifts bought is making you worried,
because you can’t afford it, think it’s wasteful, or you just hate
shopping—alter your relationship with Christmas, and don’t buy
gifts.  If you’ve always baked on the holidays, and it’s ruining your
diet, then alter you relationship with Christmas, and don’t bake—
volunteer to work at the Food Bank instead, you might just meet
all sorts of people in a holiday mood that will cheer your’s up too.

So, as I close this column this month, I do so with the
recognition that Hanukah is almost upon us, that Solstice is not so
far away, and that (sadly to me) the Christmas season started in the
stores before Halloween!  These times, these holidays are meant to
be Holy Days.  Days of connection to what is deepest, and gives
meaning  to  our  lives.   Let  us  hold  fast  to  that,  and  seek  to  do
things, to see things in that light.  In these days of darkness, let us
do  all  we  can  to  fill  our  days  with  light  and  gladness—not  by
following some recipe for what we think we ‘ought’ to do, but by
examining our hearts, and following the wisdom of the fall leaf.

Warmest wishes in this holiday season!
I hope that Hanukah fills you with inspiration to continue to

light the light for freedom of religion.
I hope that Solstice reminds you that anytime you find

yourself  in  a  time of  darkness,  that  it  is  impermanent.   You have
the power to fill your life with light and joy.

And may Christmas remind you of the most innocent parts of
yourself, the purest parts of yourself, and may you come to see that
these too are living in each human.  May you treat yourselves and
each being as the miracle you are.

Bright blessings!
See you in church! ~~Eva

JUDY’S NOTES

“How ya doin’ today?” the supermarket checkout employee asked.
“Fahng,” I answered with a smile; of course, I wasn’t “fahng” at all,
trying to speak while my head cold betrayed the truth.  Yet, that’s
what we do, isn’t it?  It’s an automatic reply (whether “fine” or some
variation of the word when not so fine), because we know the person
asking doesn’t really want to hear a prolonged answer to “how ya
doin’ today?”  At times, as much as they do care, even family or
friends may not be mentally prepared to listen to how we really are,
due to their own worries.  How about the UU Society?  Do we really
care about one another?  When we light candles of joy or sorrow
during Sunday services, does anyone really listen?  Does the Caring
Committee really care?  My firm answer to all these questions is yes.
Each week, there are many acts of kindness, of caring, perhaps in the
form of a card, a call, an e-mail, stopping by with a bag of
groceries. . ..  We learn about only a few of these responses to how
someone is doin’.  Typically we don’t, as folks act because they
care, not for personal recognition.  We do care when we ask, “How
ya doin’ today”?

As Thanksgiving becomes a memory, we enter the season
which for many is full of treasured old traditions, or perhaps even
eliminating some of them while establishing new ones.  Each year,
magazine and newspaper articles abound with calls for
simplification, reducing stress, identifying new ways to get through
what may be not such a merry time of year at all.  And suddenly, it’s
January 1st and time to start all over again!

The Executive Board now has a new Vice President; Sean
McNally has found it necessary to resign for professional and family
reasons.  The Board elected Trustee Janet Gallagher as  the  new
Vice President for the remainder of the current fiscal year (till the
end of June 2008).  As a result, her former position (Trustee #1) also
will be filled by the Board.  While we regret Sean’s need to resign,
we are pleased that he has identified other areas of interest in our
church life.

Judith Harrington, Executive Board President

DECEMBER DEADLINE FOR JANUARY ISSUE

The “normal” next Calendar and Newsletter deadlines for the
January issue (December 19th and 21st respectively) occur the week
just before Christmas. Mica and I are willing to accommodate
these dates but for any of you who will have your articles and
information ready the week before that, we’d appreciate hearing
from you!  Send calendar information to Mica and articles to me
(both e-mails can be found on the calendar page in each issue).

If you will be leaving town for the holidays, please get your
information to me early—in case I have any questions, so that I have
time to contact you.  Thank you for your help during this busy month!

Gerry Chamberlin, Editor



CHILDREN AND YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
In December we will be continuing our curricula on Unitarian

Universalism.  The ECE class is learning the Seven Principles, the
Primary Class is studying UU Heroes and the Intermediate class
has been focusing on the Seventh Principle.  They will be
presenting  a  skit  on  their  focus  to  the  Children’s  Chapel  on
December 9th; please come and watch.  The UUYouth class will be
working on Rituals and the Coming of Age program.

For more information on our programs, please take a moment
to look at our table in the Fellowship Hall.

Volunteers Needed:  Have you thought of volunteering?  We
are looking for people who can make commitments of one, five, or
seven weeks.  Check out our sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall
to see what is needed.

Early Childhood Education – Shanlee McNally and Angie Stafsholt
Primary:  1st to 3rd graders – Karen Impola
Intermediate:  4th to 6th graders – Julie Fischer
UU Youth:  7th to 12th grade – Amy Anderson and Mike Holton

SOME NOTES FOR PARENTS:
Share Your Beliefs with Your Child

Religious education classes are only one hour a week, which
means you are your child’s primary religious educator.  Talk with your
child about your religious beliefs.  Are you still working on them?
Then let your child know this, too.  Talk about your present path and
talk about what you felt and/or believed when you were their age.
Talk about how you feel about God, prayer, heaven and what these
mean to you.  Does your child know why you have chosen to attend
this society?  Does your child know how you act on your beliefs about
fairness, tolerance, and caring for the earth?  Try to provide your child
with opportunities to act on their beliefs.  This is a way that you can
help to promote a spiritual and religious life for your child.
Find Out What They're Doing

Ask your child about what goes on in their class or what they
like  about  coming  to  church.   You  are  encouraged  to  visit  their

classroom to see evidence of what happens there.  Check in with
the teachers on a regular basis to monitor your child’s behavior.
Volunteer to help in the classroom once in a while or offer
transportation for special activities.  Attend social events, such as
the  yearly  hayride,  First  Fridays,  and  other  potluck  dinners  or
special events.  You are always welcome to offer feedback to
Kathy or to the RE Committee about what we do here.
A Word about Attendance

While we understand that perfect attendance for every child
may not be possible, we hope that you will make a sincere effort to
bring your child to church as often as possible.  Many units of
study last several weeks and your child will gain much more from
the class if he or she attends regularly.
Registration in the Program

It is the policy of the RE Committee that all infants and toddlers
in the nursery and students in RE classes be registered.  Visiting
children are welcome to attend classes for a month, after which
time they are asked to register.

Note that the registration information you provide makes better
communication possible between students, teachers, and parents.

If you have not registered this year, please get a form from the
RE table in the Fellowship Hall and fill it out and return it to me.
If you need an envelope there are some in the red wagon on the RE
table.  As of last year there is a $15 fee per year per child (except for
Nursery and Special Needs children).  Scholarships are available; to
get information on them please contact me. You can return the
form to me, or put it into my mailbox.

Please discuss with your child that we expect them to treat
their teachers and each other with respect.  We want coming to
church to be a positive experience for teachers and children as well.

Thank you for sharing your children with our leaders and
myself.

          Kathy Klink-Zeitz, DRE

OUR SPIRITUAL THEME FOR THE YEAR:
“SHOUTING OVER THE BACK OF THE ELEPHANT”

This theme is based on the ancient Hindu story of the blind men
and the elephant—with which, I am sure, you are familiar.  Usually
it is told to show how fallible/limited each person is, and how easy it
is to be blind in our convictions.  I am convinced that perhaps the
primary duty as a religious person is to “shout over the back of the
elephant”—to tell the other people what we are experiencing, and
listening and honoring what others are telling us about their bit of the
elephant.

I use the language of “shouting” not because I want to convey
anger, but because I want to convey the energy and work it is to hold
conversations about things that are deeply personal ‘over the back of
a very large elephant’.  We have to choose to be about this process,
and keep at it—even if it is tough going.  We are a community that
chooses to listen deeply, and honor what we hear.

      ~Eva

SOCIAL ACTION COLLECTION
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”

For the month of December, the Social Action committee will
be focusing on the congregation’s sponsorship of the Nongtarian
school in the Khasi Hills, Meghayla State, India.

On Sunday, December 2nd the Social Action Committee will
present  an  Adult  RE session  on  the  Khasi  Hills  project.   We will
discuss  the  culture  of  the  Khasi  Hills,  its  Unitarian  history  and  our
continuing sponsorship of a primary school.

As part of this focus, the Social Action plate collection on
Sunday, December 30th will go to the continuing support of
Iahunlung Marboh.  The support for Iahunlung, a student at Nongtarian
school who was recently orphaned, helps the family with whom
she lives support her.

The October 2007 Social Action plate collection for Seeds of Hope
took in $367.  Thank you to all who donated to this worthy cause.

Thanks to all who donate time and/or money to “Walk the Talk”.
    Sheri Huber-Otting
    Social Action Chair



CONSCIOUS  LIVING
’Tis that time of year again when the smallest gap in the

window  or  door  frame  and  tiny  holes  in  the  foundation  make  a
difference in comfort and utility bills.  In our house we’ve found a
number of places that need weather strips or caulking.  I pile on
layers of clothing but that doesn’t solve the problem of our heat
leaking out and cold air slipping in.

The “Newsletter of the Kilowatt Ours Net
Zero Network” of an energy conservation
initiative, gives ideas for improvement of home
and business energy use.  A recent issue lists tips to
conserve and amounts of federal tax credits available for energy
saving.  Insulation and sealing of cracks and ducts, for example,
can earn ten percent of the amount spent, to take off your tax bill.
Greater amounts are credited for energy efficient appliances,
windows,  roofs,  and  most  of  all,  for  a  hybrid  car  or  new  energy
efficient house.  For specific details on tax credits, check out
<www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/tips>.  For the Kilowatt Ours
tips, see <https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/>.

In our UUSBHC building, Roger Hahn has been researching
the  most  efficient  furnaces  for  our  near  future  needs.   You  may
have noticed the new, energy efficient refrigerator purring in the
kitchen.  Stay tuned for opportunities to help caulk the sanctuary
windows or to make and/or buy draft stoppers, snakes, for doorways.

Global warming is here and energy costs are heading up fast.
Together we can make a difference.  The greater our efforts to be
conscious and our actions to improve, the better the chance of
survival for us and the interdependent web of which we are a part.

November winds blow
Whistling through the gap under the door
Bring out your draft snakes

Betsy Brant

EXECUTIVE  BOARD  MEETING ~~NOVEMBER  18,  2007
Summary of Highlights

Received
Reverend Cameron gave her monthly report.

Action Items
Approved revised September Board Minutes and October Board
Minutes.
Received monthly Finance Report.

Discussion Items
Executive Board discussed an action plan for addressing the
need to update the organization of important church documents.
Jim Paprocki will put a committee together including Kay
Rewerts and one other person.
A proposed Winter Leadership Council Meeting was discussed.
This would include a discussion of our decision-making
process  and  brainstorming  for  budget  items.   The  date  was
discussed but not decided upon.
A new furnace has been purchased for the Fellowship Hall.

Special Announcement
Executive Board elected Janet Gallagher as Vice President to
complete the vacated position for the rest of Fiscal Year 2008
(to the end of June 2008).

Submitted by Jan Gallagher,
Executive Board Vice President

DECEMBER SERVICES
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. unless stated otherwise

December  2nd

Looking Inside ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron
Sometimes our sense of health, of purpose, of interconnectedness
can only be born when we deeply examine our lives—what we
have been given.  In this season of anticipation of a great event,
let’s begin by taking a look at our spiritual birth.

December  9th

Longing ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron
Are your kids or grandkids driving you nuts with their long lists
of all the things they REALLY want for Christmas?  Are you the kind
who has a vision of the ‘perfect’ Christmas, and somehow things
never  turn  out  exactly  as  you  dreamed?   This  is  supposed  to  be  a
season of joy and light, yet it has a darker side—this side of longing.

December  16th

Midwinter Revels:  Light in Time of Darkness ~~ Service For All Ages
Join the ‘Team’ (Karen Impola, Kathy Klink-Zeitz, Mimi Kuester and
the Rev. Eva Cameron) in this service incorporating music, poetry,
pageantry and ritual, examining what people across the northern
hemisphere have done through the ages to find light and hope at the
darkest time of the year.

December  23rd

Christmas Sunday ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron
Join us for a holiday surprise. . .we’ll have fun, sing some carols, and
celebrate the season.

December  24th (Monday at 5:30 p.m.)
Family Candlelight Christmas Eve Service ~~ The Rev. Eva Cameron
Join us for our traditional Christmas Eve Service of carols, scripture
and a modern tale.  Our hall will sing with holiday tunes of our UU
Strings.  Please invite your friends and family to share with us at this
special time.  We will have a reception afterwards ~~ bring a plate of
treats to share (cookies and finger foods are preferable).

December  30th

New Years Chapel ~~ Deblyn Russell, John Miller
New Years is the only holiday that celebrates the passage of time.
Perhaps  that's  why,  as  the  final  seconds  of  the  year  tick  away,  we
become introspective.  Inevitably, that introspection turns to thoughts
of self-improvement and the annual ritual of making resolutions,
which offer the first of many important tools for remaking ourselves.
Join Deblyn and John as they share the passage of time this Sunday.

BUDDHIST PATH

Join Eva each  week  on  Thursdays  in  December  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the
balcony for meditation, walking meditation and discussion of Buddhist
topics.  All are welcome.

This is a great group to invite a friend or neighbor to—someone
who might enjoy having a place to meditate.

If Thursdays don’t work for you, we also meet the third Sunday of
each month at Second Hour.  Come explore the living dharma with us.

While making preparations with the little mice for the holidays (lots of
crumbs, we hope!) we just heard (from anony-mouse)
about a gift idea worth sharing. . .the recently published
collection of poetry, Vision of a New Past:  Poems
About America (Final Thursday Press) by our own Bill
Chene.   It  can  be  purchased locally  at  Roots  Market,

Bought Again Books, and the Hearst Center for the Arts, as well as on
Amazon.com for $7.95.  Congratulations, Bill!! The Church Mouse

http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/tips
https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/


ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sundays at 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. unless stated otherwise

December 2nd

Conscious Living and the Holidays – Juanita invites us all to come
enjoy some reflective time with others who share your desire for a
more peaceful holiday season.  So let’s gather to sip some hot apple
cider and support each other in following our hearts toward a holiday
that’s meaningful rather than hectic and stressful.
Social Action –  Join Pat Malloy and Sheri Huber-Otting for an
interesting and informative discussion on the Khasi Hills project.

December 9th

Circle Way:  New Moon Ritual – The new moon is the time for new
beginnings and growth; for blessing, initiating, and re-energizing
creative projects.  Join Deblyn Russell as she honors the new moon.
Passionate UUs – Join three fellow UUs—Danny Lee, Nita Stewart,
and Chris Rediske—and learn about the interesting “passions” in
their lives.

December 16th

Buddhist Path – Individuals are invited to meet with others who
are interested in exploring with Rev. Eva Cameron about Buddhist
spiritual practices and their lives.
Winter Solstice – Join Sue Hill and Brittany Flokstra in the Winter
Solstice celebration.

December 23rd

Conversations About Christmas – Rev. Eva Cameron will have an
open ended and informal discussion about Christmas and what it
means to each of us.

December 30th

There is no scheduled Adult RE/Second Hour this day.

OTHER ADULT RE ACTIVITIES

First Friday:  December 7th at 6:00 p.m.
This Friday we’re going to celebrate Hanukkah!  Come and learn about
Hanukkah.  Hanukkah (or Chanukah) is also known as the Festival of
Lights.  It is an eight-day holiday beginning on the 25th day of the month
of Kislev, which may fall anytime from late November to late December.
This year it begins at sundown on Tuesday, December 4th and ends at
nightfall on Wednesday, December 12th.  Hanukkah celebrates the re-

kindling of the Temple Menorah at the time of the Maccabee rebellion.
The festival is observed in Jewish homes by the kindling of lights on
each night of the holiday—one on the first night, two on the second,
and so on. Bill Harwood and Judith Harrington will be telling us
more about Hanukkah so come and join in with this informative and
entertaining evening.  The food served will be Jewish.
What to bring:

A  dish  to  pass—If you can’t cook anything Jewish then try
one of your favorite recipes or pizza.  There’ll be plenty of
electrical hook ups for crock pots.
Beverage—we supply the water and juice.   You  may  bring
your own beverages if you so desire.
Place settings—we provide.  As for clean-up, all that is needed
are a few volunteers to help with the clean-up afterwards.
Because we strive to be a green sanctuary, we use dishes and
silverware.  They have to be washed (in our new dishwasher)
after dinner is over.  The tables and counters have to be wiped
clean  and  everything  put  away.   We  will  be  passing  around  a
sign-up sheet for volunteers to help out after dinner.  If you’ve
recently helped out with this, please feel free to pass the sheet
along to the person next to you.  All that we ask is that those who
haven’t helped with clean up lately, put their names on the sign-
up sheet so that everyone gets a chance to enjoy the evening.
Bring your family, friends, or anyone who you think would enjoy
an evening of fellowship and learning from knowledgeable
people with different religious outlooks.

Buddhist Path:  every Thursday from 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Join Eva in the balcony for meditation, walking meditation, and
discussion of Buddhist topics.  All are welcome.
Evensong: Evensong has concluded for this season.  Look for
another session in the coming year.
Radical Acceptance:  Because of the holidays, we are holding off
on the Radical Acceptance class at Second Hour.  If you are
interested in joining us, please pick up a copy of the book, and
begin to read it for this book discussion session.

Frank Sinatra was born December 12th, 1915 in Hoboken, New
Jersey;  he  died  May  14th,  1998.   His  mother  was  a  midwife  and  a
saloon owner, and she encouraged him to have big dreams as a kid.
He spent a lot of his childhood sitting on the Hoboken wharves
staring at New York City, imagining how he could make a name
for himself.  He also liked to sing along with the player piano in his
parents’ saloon, and occasionally one of the men in the bar would
pick him up and sit him on the piano.  One day, a customer gave him
a nickel for a song he sang, and he decided that he wanted to spend
the rest of his life getting paid to sing. The Writer’s Almanac

JOYS and SORROWS
Our thoughts are with Janet Parrish and Mildred Pierce who

have been experiencing health challenges recently.
The members of the Caring Committee are Esther Kieffer

(Chair), Betsy Brant, Sally Browne, Jim Paprocki, Bob Robinson,
Cathy Ryan, Virginia Mahn, and Eva Cameron.

CONVERSATION WITH EVA

On  Fridays,  December  14th and 21st from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
stop by Eva’s home for a Holiday Open House.  Feel free to drop
in  and  visit.   Bring  a  snack  to  share  if  you’d  like,  or  just  come.
Eva will have coffee, hot tea, cider, and cocoa available.

FVUUM

Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its monthly
chapel and luncheon.  All are invited to attend.

Please RSVP to Brian Forster.  Our next meeting is Wednesday,
December 12th.



UU SPOTLIGHT
The Millers have been around this UU Society for a

long time.  They have contributed in many ways in
leadership, on committees, and enhancing our social life.

They have made us welcome to their special home where
the bluebirds nest, the flowers bloom and the cows “moo”.  Thank
you so much, John and Karen.

Karen and John Miller have been members of the UUSBHC
since 1974.  Both of them came out of the Church of the Brethren
tradition, Karen growing up in northwest Missouri and John just
south of Waterloo.  They met while attending McPherson College, a
Church of the Brethren college, located in McPherson, Kansas.  A
favorite  story  for  Karen  pertains  to  their  first  date,  after  which  she
returned to the dorm telling her room mate, “I think I will marry
John Miller!”  Years later she learned John had returned to his dorm that
same night, telling his room mate, “I think I will marry Karen Andes!”
They moved back to John’s family farm and taught school for two to
three years, Karen at West High and John at Edison Jr. High.

Both  were  very  active  in  the  local  Brethren  church,  but
dissatisfaction with that church’s stand regarding the Viet Nam War,
along with John’s involvement with the United Campus Ministry
and Karen’s graduate work at UNI, contributed to their seeking a
different religious path.  They were aware of this UU group, and
after a six-month hiatus from any church, became involved here.  It
was a fellowship at that time with no professional minister.  John
became the board chair in the late 70’s and was also involved in the
Prairie Star District Extension Ministry.  He, along with the
UUSBHC, was responsible for bringing extension minister David
Phreaner to our group in 1980.  Karen has been involved with RE,
the finance drives, nominating committee and outreach.  John
currently serves as chair of the Religious Services Committee.

In 1994 John and Karen moved to Kansas City where John was
the Regional Director of FEMA for six and a half years.  Because
Karen had sisters and her mom in that area, they all enjoyed some
wonderful years of family closeness, which was especially welcome
in the absence of the Waterloo/Cedar Falls community, which had
been home for so long.  After happily moving back to this area,
Karen became a very regular English substitute teacher at Holmes Jr.
High and Cedar Falls High, and John was elected to the Black Hawk
County Board of Supervisors.

They are the parents of Shanlee McNally and the grandparents
of Jack, Parker and Anna,  who  live  on  the  farm  where  six
generations of Millers lived before Shanlee and Sean became owners.
To have three grandchildren only minutes away is a big blessing to
the Millers, who always refer to time spent with the children as
“grandparenting” not “babysitting”.

Karen is an avid birder, a rabid St. Louis Cardinal baseball fan,
a reader, a walker, and a gardener who seeks less labor intensive
ways  as  she  ages.   John plays  a  little  golf,  although he’s  not  very
good, and he enjoys taking care of the lawn and grounds around the
house when he is not doing crossword puzzles.  They both look
forward to more traveling in the coming year.

POINSETTIAS
We would like to decorate the Sanctuary with poinsettias

again this holiday season.  The display will begin December 2nd

and continue through December 30th.  (Plants will be added throughout
the month as donations are received.)

Donors  can  buy  their  own  plant  or  donate
money  towards  purchasing  the  plants  from  the
Harmony House greenhouse.  Purchasing your plant
through Harmony House benefits people with brain
injuries, developmental disabilities, and other long term
disabilities.  Cost is $10 per plant.

Plants may be given in memory or in honor of a person or a cause.
People donating plants, and the people or causes being honored, will be
acknowledged in the Sunday bulletin.  Plants still in good condition may
be picked up after the December 30th service, or they will be returned to
Harmony House to be given to individual residents for their enjoyment.

If you would like to contribute to this display, please provide
the following information to Mike Knapp either by return e-mail at
<mikeknapp@mchsi.com> or by calling 291-6509.  Order blanks
will also be available in Fellowship Hall during the coming weeks.

Provide the following information:
Your name
Person or cause being honored (if applicable)
Whether you will purchase a plant(s), or you wish to have Mike
do this for you
Whether you will keep the plant after December 30th or you
would like the plant to be returned to a Harmony House resident.

Please help us fill the Sanctuary with beauty for the holidays!

UUA BEGINS FIRE RELIEF FUND TO HELP CALIFORNIANS

The fires currently sweeping across southern California have
affected Unitarian Universalists in many communities.  Fires are
currently burning in Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, San
Bernardino, Riverside, Orange and San Diego Counties.*  Damage
reports remain incomplete at this time.

According to the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Pacific
Southwest District Executive Ken Brown, ninety percent of the members
of our Chalice Congregation in Escondido have evacuated their homes,
with several homes burned.  Meanwhile, members of other UU
congregations have opened their homes to the evacuees.

In response to this disaster, the PSWD of the UUA has begun the
PSWD Fire Relief Fund.  A district committee will disburse all funds
collected to UU congregations, UUs in need, community groups in
relationship with UU congregations, and other groups supporting
those most in need.

Ken Brown notes, “As we have found in the past, insurance does
not cover such devastation and it can take years for those affected to
recover.”

Donations to the PSWD Fire Relief Fund are being accepted
online.  If you wish to contribute by mail, please send funds to:

Pacific Southwest District Fire Relief Fund
2052 Norma Street
Oxnard, CA  93036

* Ed. Note:  The above article came to me via e-mail from Nancy
Heege, Prairie Star District Executive, right after the last newsletter
was mailed.  Nancy has reassured me this effort will be ongoing
should you wish to participate with a donation.

mailto:mikeknapp@mchsi.com


BELIEVE IN SANTA CLAUS
I remember my first Christmas adventure with Grandma.  I was just

a kid.  I remember tearing across town on my bike to visit her on the day
my big sister dropped the bomb:  “There is no Santa Claus”, she jeered.
“Even dummies know that!”

My Grandma was not the gushy kind, never had been.  I fled to
her that day because I knew she would be straight with me.  I knew
Grandma always told the truth, and I knew that the truth always went
down a whole lot easier when swallowed with one of her “world-
famous” cinnamon buns.  I knew they were world-famous, because
Grandma said so.  It had to be true.

Grandma was home, and the buns were still warm.  Between bites,
I told her everything.  She was ready for me.  “No Santa Claus?”, she
snorted.  “Ridiculous!  Don’t believe it.  That rumor has been going
around for years, and it makes me mad, plain mad!!  Now, put on your
coat, and let’s go.”

“Go?  Go where, Grandma?”, I asked.  I hadn’t even finished my second
world-famous cinnamon bun.  “Where” turned out to be Kerby’s General
Store, the one store in town that had a little bit of just about everything.  As we
walked through its doors, Grandma handed me ten dollars.

That was a bundle in those days.  “Take this money” she said,
“and buy something for someone who needs it.  I’ll wait for you in the
car.”  Then she turned and walked out of Kerby’s.

I was only eight years old.  I’d often gone shopping with my
mother, but never had I shopped for anything all by myself.  The store
seemed big and crowded, full of people scrambling to finish their
Christmas shopping.

For a few moments I just stood there, confused, clutching that ten
dollar bill, wondering what to buy, and who on earth to buy it for.  I
thought of everybody I knew:  my family, my friends, my neighbors,
the kids at school, the people who went to my church.  I was just about
thought out, when I suddenly thought of Bobby Decker.  He was a kid
with bad breath and messy hair, and he sat right behind me in Mrs.
Pollock’s second grade class.

Bobby Decker didn’t have a coat.  I knew that because he never
went out to recess during the winter.  His mother always wrote a note

telling the teacher that he had a cough, but all of us kids knew that Bobby
Decker didn’t have a cough; he didn’t have a good coat.  I fingered the ten
dollar bill with growing excitement.  I would buy Bobby Decker a coat!

I settled on a red corduroy one that had a hood to it.  It looked real
warm, and he would like that.

“Is this a Christmas present for someone?” the lady behind the
counter asked kindly, as I laid my ten dollars down.  “Yes, ma’am”, I
replied shyly.  “It’s for Bobby.”

The nice lady smiled at me, as I told her about how Bobby really
needed a good winter coat.  I didn’t get any change, but she put the
coat in a bag, smiled again, and wished me a Merry Christmas.

That evening, Grandma helped me wrap the coat (a little tag fell
out of the coat, and Grandma tucked it in her Bible) in Christmas
paper and ribbons and wrote, “To Bobby, From Santa Claus” on it.

Grandma said that Santa always insisted on secrecy.  Then she
drove me over to Bobby Decker’s house, explaining as we went that I
was now and forever officially, one of Santa’s helpers.

Grandma parked down the street from Bobby’s house, and she
and I crept noiselessly and hid in the bushes by his front walk.  Then
Grandma gave me a nudge.  “All right, Santa Claus”, she whispered,
“get going.”

I took a deep breath, dashed for his front door, threw the present
down on his step, pounded his door and flew back to the safety of the
bushes and Grandma.

Together we waited breathlessly in the darkness for the front door
to open.  Finally it did, and there stood Bobby.

Fifty years haven’t dimmed the thrill of those moments spent
shivering, beside my Grandma, in Bobby Decker’s bushes.  That night
I  realized  that  those  awful  rumors  about  Santa  Claus  were  just  what
Grandma said they were—ridiculous.  Santa was alive and well, and
we were on his team.

I still have the Bible, with the coat tag tucked inside:  $19.95.
May you always have love to share, health to spare and friends

that care. . .and may you always believe in the magic of Santa Claus!

MEN’S GROUP LUNCH
The Men’s Group will not be scheduling a December lunch

but will have an announcement in the next newsletter as to where
and when they will meet in January for their monthly lunch.

In the meantime, if you would like more information about
this group, contact Jim Paprocki at <jpaprocki@mchsi.com> or
296-3737.  All men in the congregation are welcome!

December 25th, 1642 was the birthday of scientist and physicist
Sir Isaac Newton who was born in Woolsthorpe, Lincolnshire,
England.  As a professor of mathematics, Newton made discoveries
about the nature of light and color, and he developed a more
advanced telescope.

He said, “If I have seen further than others, it is by standing on
the shoulders of giants.” The Writer’s Almanac

WEBSITE AND EMAIL LIST CHANGES
There are lots of changes going on at <www.uusbhc.org>. Leigh

Zeitz is retiring as webmaster. Jan Gallagher <hinners@mchsi.com>
and Neil Martinsen-Burrell <nmb@wartburg.edu> are taking over
as the web team.  Anyone interested in participating is welcome,
please contact Jan or Neil.

We are looking at revamping the website and would welcome
input and active participation, particularly from people with an interest
or talent in web programming, communication, art and graphic design.

Our first project is moving the email lists to Yahoo.  This is
being done because widespread spamming aimed at our group
address and webmaster address is overloading our server and tripped
the spam filters at major email providers such as Mediacom, causing
many of our members to not get posted emails.

The Yahoo lists will be more reliable and easier to manage.
The new email address for our general announcement list is
<uusbhc@yahoogroups.com>.  The other lists we have will be
moving as well.  Keep up with our progress as it is posted to
<www.uusbhc.org>.  Click on the “Discussion Group” link on the
left side.  Contact Jan or Neil with any problems or questions you
have regarding the email lists.

mailto:jpaprocki@mchsi.com
http://www.uusbhc.org
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CULTIVATING GRATITUDE
The Committee on Ministry and our Minister are continuing to

find members of our congregation to recognize for their
extraordinary efforts and work inside and outside of our church.
Last month we celebrated the work being done by our Youth
Coordinators, Amy Anderson and Mike Holton.  They are both very
new to our congregation, but dove eagerly into helping to guide the
teenagers and helped to arrange such events as the Halloween
luncheon and haunted house and the recent Youth Sunday sermon.
Thank you for extending yourselves so adroitly into this activity.

In December we are honored to thank the Nominating
Committee and our president, Judy Harrington for  their  work  in
finding and developing leaders for the UUSBHC.  This committee
consists of Leigh Zeitz, Mica Lorenz and Karen Miller.   They are
responsible for the unsung task of locating individuals that will fit
the needs of the group as well as identifying those needs.  Thank
you for your attention and time on this matter.

Leigh Zeitz and Judy Harrington also recently hosted the
Prairie Star District leadership conference at the church.  They are
addressing the need for leadership and are earnestly looking for
new candidates to fill our many roles as well.  Please talk to either
of them if you are interested in learning more about this topic.
Thank you for using your skills to train for the future of our
ministry, both locally and regionally.

Please join us on December 2nd as  we  thank  the  Nominating
Committee and Judy during the service.  We cordially invite the
honorees to please attend as well.

Thank you.  The Committee on Ministry consists of Shanlee McNally,
Christine Carpenter, Bob Robinson, Kevin Stafsholt and Leigh Zeitz.

THE 2007 TREATS & TALENTS AUCTION

The ship has weighed anchor on this year’s
auction and it’s loaded down with booty!  As of

November 18th,  we have raised $4,791 from the sale of
auction items.  This total may still go up as we continue
to sell items remaining (seats at dinners, massages,

etc.) during the Fellowship Time before Second Hour
over the next few weeks.

Special thanks to Frank Olson, our swashbuckling auctioneer;
to Karen Kitchen for her appearance as Madam Zelda and for
serving up all the pie, treats and refreshments; to Norm Kitchen
and Mica Lorenz, ship’s statisticians; to Leigh Zeitz and Brittany
Flokstra, pirate performers extraordinaire; to Carolyn Hildebrandt,
ship’s Musician; to Danny Lee our set designer and cannoneer; to
Dennis Harbaugh, ship’s supply clerk, for obtaining gift certificate
prizes for our raffle drawings; Eva Cameron and Bob Uhl for
helping us clean up fore and aft; to Colton Questra, for his
promotion from Cabin Boy to Able Bodied Seaman and his help
with the raffle drawings; to everyone who donated pies and snacks
for the event; to everyone who made the event possible through
their donation of Treats and Talents items; and to all of you who
made this event a record setting success by bidding for the many
treasures offered at the auction!

Cap’n Mike

FROM THE CHURCH OF THE LARGER FELLOWSHIP

Looking to explore your own spirituality?  The Church of the
Larger Fellowship offers online classes and e-mail discussions.  Go
to <www.clfuu.org> and click on Resources, or call 1-617-948-6166.

The Church of the Larger Fellowship brings Unitarian Universalism
to religious liberals throughout the world.

UPCOMING PRAIRIE STAR DISTRICT WORKSHOP
STEWARDSHIP WORKSHOP

Friday and Saturday, January 25-26, Ames, Iowa

Learn how to make your congregational fundraising more effective.
This workshop will provide the tools for each congregational team to go
back to their congregations and raise the money needed to support
their mission.

Registration fee:  $125 for a team of three
Deadline for registering:  January 18, 2008

This Leadership Directory was updated November 17th.

UU LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY  2007-08
STAFF

EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS and TRUSTEES
ADDITIONAL OFFICERS and LEADERS

STANDING COMMITTEE and ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Meeting House phone  319-266-5640  /  www.uusbhc.org

STAFF
MINISTER REV. EVA CAMERON (Cell)610-6605
R.E. DIRECTOR KATHY KLINK-ZEITZ 266-1435

EXECUTIVE BOARD (in bold)
BOARD PRESIDENT JUDITH HARRINGTON 277-1106
BOARD VICE PRESIDENT SEAN MCNALLY 296-2780
PERSONNEL1 MIKE KNAPP 291-6509
BLDG & GROUNDS1 ROGER HAHN 266-9685
BOARD SECRETARY JIM PAPROCKI 296-3737
ARCHIVES KAY REWERTS 230-1017
COMMUNICATIONS1 GERRY CHAMBERLIN 277-6854
NOMINATING2 MICA LORENZ 291-6509
BUILDING RENTAL JUDITH HARRINGTON 277-1106
CALENDAR MICA LORENZ 291-6509
FINANCE DIRECTOR KAREN KITCHEN 266-5910
TREASURER KAREN KITCHEN 266-5910
AUDITOR BOB ROBINSON 277-1124
COLLECTOR KEVIN STAFSHOLT 215-4400
CANVASS1 MIKE KNAPP 291-6509
SCRIP PROGRAM3 BRITTANY FLOKSTRA 232-8117
TREATS & TALENTS3 MIKE KNAPP 291-6509
TRUSTEE #1 JAN GALLAGHER 833-0260
RELIGIOUS SERVICES1 JOHN MILLER 988-4024
COMM. ON MINISTRY2 KEVIN STAFSHOLT 215-4400
MUSIC1 CAROLYN HILDEBRANDT 235-9285
TRUSTEE #2 PAT MALLOY 352-2867
SOCIAL ACTION1 SHERI HUBER-OTTING 277-7558
GREEN SANCTUARY1

TRUSTEE #3 BILL CHENE 233-5305
R.E., CHILDREN1

R.E., ADULT1 BILL CHENE (INTERIM) 233-5305
TRUSTEE #4 UTE BRANDENBURG 268-1726
OUTREACH1 MICA LORENZ 291-6509
CARING1 ESTHER KIEFFER 266-1172
HOSPITALITY1 ESTHER KIEFFER 266-1172
1 Standing Committees, 2 Advisory Committees, 3 Ad hoc Committees
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