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 ********  2006  ******** 
 

JUNE 4 9:30 A.M. “REVENGE:  RELIEF OR CURSE” – John Miller 

JUNE 11 9:30 A.M. “NOT ONLY A FAIR WEATHER FAITH” – Jim Paprocki 

JUNE 18 9:30 A.M. “CASTROIDS:  A NEW TERM FOR LIBERATED FATHERS” – John Miller 

JUNE 25 9:30 A.M. “SUMMER SOLSTICE” – Brittany Flokstra, Sue Hill 
 

JULY 2 9:30 A.M. “COMPASSION” – Jim Paprocki 

JULY 9 9:30 A.M. “TAOIST WISDOM AND POLARITY THINKING” – Del Carpenter 

JULY 16 9:30 A.M. “EVERYDAY SPIRITUALITY: 
                  GARDENING AS A SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE” – Karen Impola 

JULY 23 9:30 A.M. “BODY AND SOUL:  MOVEMENT AND SPIRITUALITY” – Karen Impola 

JULY 30 9:30 A.M. “SERMON ON THE LAWN” – Del Carpenter 

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

  9:30 A.M.    Chapel Service 
  10:15 A.M.    Discussion 
 
The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice for religious 
diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 
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CONVERSATION WITH EVA 
I traveled all the way to Davenport to meet with the Iowa 

ministers this past week.  It was a good trip.  I got to see the 
beautiful Davenport sanctuary.  I looked at their bulletin boards to 
see what they posted, and how they organized it.  I enjoyed the 
creative decoration of the basement restroom, and the crisp 
newness of their addition.  I could imagine it full of people on a 
Sunday morning, and thought it would be fun to be there and meet 
some of them. 

It made me realize that summer travel time is just around the 
corner.  I want to invite you to explore UU churches as you travel 
around, (this summer, or anytime you go somewhere!).  It’s really 
useful to learn new things about how people do things, organize 
things, explain things . . . and it’s just nice to make new friends 
too!  If you go to the UUA website, there is a way to search for 
churches by state.  It’s really a fun way to meet new people, and 
even learn some good tips about that place you are visiting. 

Let me tell you about my plans for this summer.  I will be 
taking some study leave time in June.  This will be a time for me 
to read and make plans for next year.  I’ll mostly be around my 
house or the church office.  If you need to reach me about 
planning for next year, or a pastoral crisis, feel free to call my cell 
phone.  Then, at the end of the month, I’ll be at General 
Assembly.  There are many of us going since it’s in St. Louis this 
year.  You still can come, and register onsite for a few days of 
meeting lots of UUs! 

I’m going to take the first three weeks of July for vacation 
time, and do some fun exploring and camping during that time.  
Then I will be back to begin planning for the coming year at the 
end of the month. 

I hope that you will have a wonderful summer, rich with the 
blessings of warmth and vibrant growth, which summer entails. 

            Eva 

 

 
 

 

 

WEBSITE FOR UU SINGLES 

UUsingles.com provides matchmaking services for Unitarian 
Universalists and other like-minded liberal religious thinkers.  
They make it fun to meet other singles while promoting the 
inherent worth and dignity of every individual — a fundamental 
principle of Unitarian Universalism.  Individuals age eighteen and 
older of all sexual orientations are welcome to join.  Posting ads is 
free and membership dues are modest. 

This matching service differs from other like matchmaking 
services in several ways: 
Minimal Advertising – Keeping true to their values, the owners 
limit the amount of advertising you will be exposed to while 
connecting with other singles. 
Commitment to Social Justice – UUsingles.com donates ten 
percent of all profits to further the work of the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee (http://www.uusc.org). 
Privacy – Your email address will never be sold or shared with 
another company or organization. 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 

This is my last column as your president.  It is an event full of 
mixed emotions.  I feel that is it only fitting to celebrate our 
achievements over the past couple of years.  It has been through 
your hard work that we have realized these accomplishments: 

• We hired (actually hired during the previous term), 
enjoyed and bid adieu to our Interim Minister, the Reverend Mark 
Allstrom and his wife, Louise. 

• We searched for a new full-time minister and were 
fortunate enough to settle the Reverend Eva Cameron and her 
children, Peter and Irene.  They have been a wonderful addition 
to our world and have brought many new ideas. 

• We wrote and published our Policies and Procedures 
Handbook.  This has supported the move of the Board to evolve 
into a policy-driven governance style.  This makes for much more 
efficient and shorter Board meetings. 

• We have become a much more committee-driven 
organization.  This places many of the decisions in the hands of 
the committees and leaves the policy decisions to the Board. 

• We developed an Endowment Committee which created 
the infrastructure for our new endowment fund.  This is something 
that has long been discussed but it was not until Dennis and his 
team took it by the horns that it became a reality. 

• The Green Sanctuary Committee has sprouted at last.  As 
a congregation, we have already been making “greener” 
decisions, but it is good to have their direction and to move 
toward becoming a “Green Sanctuary” congregation. 

• We explored the two-sermon format.  Although we 
returned to the single sermon format, this venture was as much an 
exploration into how the congregation dealt with change as it was 
reviewing delivery formats.  We did well in this experiment and it 
has led the way for other successes. 

• We have seen our congregational pledges increase over 
eighteen percent throughout the past two years (thirteen percent 
last year and five percent this year). 

• We returned to fully paying our fair-share in Prairie Star 
District and UUA dues.  This is an important achievement in 
cementing our status in the district and UUA as a whole. 

• Our Children’s RE has seen a forty percent increase in 
attendance over the past year.  Evidence of a strong and engaging 
program. 

• We began the “First Friday” celebrations.  We have been 
seeing as many as eighty people for dinner and celebration on 
some of these evenings.  It has been a great addition to our 
offerings. 

• We began a new tradition of an August congregational 
retreat.  I have been told that we used to do this but that was 
before my time.  It was a good time for us to share ourselves with 
each other. 

Thank you for all that you have done to make my tenure as 
president an enjoyable and productive experience.  I have enjoyed 
my time and look forward to the wonderful job that Judith 
Harrington and the newly-refreshed Board will do in the coming 
months. 

            Leigh 



HELLO FROM YOUR INCOMING BOARD PRESIDENT 
Judith Harrington 

The new Board year officially begins in July; however, since 
our next Newsletter won’t be until August, I’m slipping in an 
early greeting to you all. 

I am humbled by the congregation’s recent vote of support.  
I’ve been a member of this Society for forty (gasp!) years; yet, I 
have much to learn if I am to serve the Board and all of you 
effectively.  In the coming year, I look forward to communicating 
with you through this monthly column, as well as through other 
opportunities. 

But, first things first: saying ‘thank you’ to those members of 
our Board whose terms are ending in June, and who will be 
leaving the Board.  President Leigh Zeitz has led the Board for the 
past two years.  He initiated strategies during his term to improve 
the efficiency of our Society’s operations and already has 
generously offered his support to help inform me of my new 
responsibilities, for which I am especially thankful.   

Trustees Julie Fischer and Al Hays are deeply appreciated for 
their insights as Board members.  Other changes on the incoming 
Board that were approved at the Annual Congregational Meeting:  
Sean McNally will be Vice President (moving from his position as 
a Trustee), which opened a third Trustee’s slot.  The three newly 
elected Trustees are Bill Chene, Jan Gallagher, and Pat Malloy.  
Members of the congregation also voted at the Annual Meeting to 
return Russ Campbell as Secretary for a second term.  In my next 
column, I’ll list the entire Board for your information, tell you 
what the Board’s responsibilities are, and inform you about the 
roles of the Trustees.         Judy 

 

 

 

GREEN SANCTUARY START-UP EVENTS 

A big thank you from the Green Sanctuary Committee to all 
those who helped make the May 7th Green Sanctuary Project 
Kickoff, luncheon, and grounds clean-up a success!  We 
accomplished a lot, had fun while doing it, and also raised $176 
for the landscaping goals. 

Now we can proceed with Phase 1, 
clearing our problem trees to make room for 
more lasting, diverse, and desirable species.  
The week after Memorial Day we will have a 
tree man lay the trees down safely, but we need 
to find people who want wood for their 
fireplaces to help cut up the logs and take them 
home.  The woods will be mulberry, river 
birch, and Russian olive – all harder woods and good burners.  
Please ask amongst your acquaintances if you know someone who 
would like to swap labor for free wood, as we will have lots to 
share and will need to get it off the lawn as quickly as possible.  If 
you have any questions or want to help with the impending wood 
harvest contact Julie Fischer at 266-5483 or <julief@cfu.net>  

We worked this week on the circle garden, and trimmed 
shrubs.  There are several sapling Kentucky coffee trees to 
transplant if anyone would like one.  I am working on a tree and 
shrub list for memorial donations and have begun recording the 
committee’s work in the garden journal started by a former 
member. 
              Julie Fischer for the Green Sanctuary Committee 

SUNDAY SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The Sunday Service Committee has chosen to have chapel 
services followed by a discussion for the months of June and July.  
The titles of each Sunday’s chapel and discussion is printed on the 
front page and calendar page of this newsletter. 

We know that many of you will be taking vacations and 
resting up for our new church year starting in August; however, 
the Sunday Service Committee will be presenting some very 
interesting and stimulating topics.  We will begin our chapel 
services at 9:30 a.m. ending at 10:15 a.m. and will follow up with 
a discussion that should be over at 11:00 a.m.  We invite you to 
join us for our summer services. 

 

 

JOYS AND SORROWS 

Let us remember our members who are dealing with health 
issues. 

Mimi and Harold Kuester have REALLY retired. 
Longtime UU member Dorothy Grant died the morning of 

Monday, May 22nd.  So much of what we have in the church 
archives is due to decades of Dorothy’s diligence in keeping 
detailed records.  Generations will be forever grateful for this 
wonderful history. 

We welcome new members:  Tim and Julie Halevan, 
Carollyn Hartsfield, Richard Hearity, Tammy Schroeder, and Nita 
and Terry Stewart. 

  
Over the summer please report all Joys and Sorrows to Esther 

Kieffer at 266-1172 or <emkieffer@cfu.net>. 
  

The next Caring Committee meeting will be at 9:00 a.m. on 
September 3rd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

This is the summer issue of the newsletter covering the 
months of June and July.  The next issue will be August with a 
Newsletter Deadline date of Saturday, July 22nd at Noon. 

Articles may be submitted at any time of the month and are 
always appreciated before the deadline to ease up the “crunch” on 
newsletter weekend.  Thanks!        Gerry Chamberlin, Editor 

 
 
 
 



CONSCIOUS LIVING CORNER 
No summer ice cap on the north pole?  What’s next?  This 

January the newspaper reported that the Arctic Ice Sheet is 
decreasing at a rate of seven percent per summer, an area about 
twice the size of Texas, and that in our childrens’ lifetimes it 
could be gone, changing ocean currents and climate still further.  
Later this spring North America experienced the warmest April on 
record (sixth highest globally). 

The UU General Assembly’s theme this year is “Right 
Relations” and within the myriad workshops and other offerings 
are several on the threat of global warming.  In August of 2005 
the Commission on Social Witness drafted a Unitarian 
Universalist Association Statement of Conscience 
called “The Threat of Global Warming” to be 
debated, questioned and discussed by congregations 
everywhere, in preparation for likely adoption at the 
UU General Assembly in 2006.  It begins, “Earth is our home.  
We are part of this world and its destiny is our own.”  It goes on 
to review the science of global warming, the political 
controversies, and make the case that this issue should be 
important to UUs.  “If we knowingly continue to live in a manner 
which harms the earth and jeopardizes its capacity to support life, 
we transgress against the sacred web of existence.” 

The Call to Action involves Personal Practices, Congregational 
Actions, and Advocacy Goals.  Individual actions are well known:  
reduce our use of fossil fuels in transportation and limit consumption.  
The document has some good ideas for congregations, including 
encouraging us to seek certifications through the Green Sanctuary 
Program, educate and treat environmentally friendly practices as a 
spiritual discipline; figure out ways to make our location more 
accessible by public transportation and cycling, and work to make our 
building more energy efficient. 

Global warming is blogged to death and continues to be 
denied, but it’s here and there’s no getting around it.  I read 
probably one to two articles a week in the journal Science on 
some aspect of global warming.  That is, I read the summaries, 
because the technicalities (in so many different disciplines, from 
palynology to atmospheric physics) are beyond the ability of one 
person to master.  I stumbled upon a rather sad but funny climate 
change debate in a blog this week that reminded me of two six-
year old boys playing sword fight with sticks.  They truly thought 
they were debating the real substance of climate change evidence.  
Please!  Those sticks are not real swords, and most of us are not 
really capable of arguing the merits of climate evidence. 

The best we can do as UUs (at least those of us who are not 
climate scientists) is earnestly seek to understand the scientific 
consensus on topics like global warming (understanding that 
uncertainty will always be with us), and then do what we are 
really good at:  pursue the spiritual and social connotations.  To 
me, global warming is the ultimate case of the rich oppressing the 
poor.  Like Marie Antoinette, the United States appears to be 
saying to the rest of the world, “let them use air conditioners!” 

Individual and congregations actions may appear puny in the 
terms of impact on society (now if we were a larger church like the 
Southern Baptists, the Mormons or the Catholics!). Why act when the 
effort is so great and the results so insignificant on the global scale?  
One way to look at it is, that these personal and congregational 
actions will make us more credible in our efforts to change the larger 
society through advocacy on issues such as renewable energy 
research, mass transit, urban planning that reduces sprawl, and more 
cooperation with international environmental treaties.   
               Laura Jackson 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 

The Committee on Ministry (COM) would like to extend 
greetings to the congregation and to begin explaining our role in 
this congregation.  The UUSBHC policy and procedures manual 
describes the COM as: 

[being] responsible for strengthening the quality of ministry 
within the Society.  The committee participates in setting goals 
and priorities of the ministry with the Board; reviews and 
evaluates the status of the ministry (both professional and 
volunteer); facilitates an open dialogue among the members of the 
congregation; and performs other duties in support of shared 
ministry.  The COM is composed of five members who serve 
three-year terms.  The committee selects its own chair. 

The UUA Department of Ministry offers the following as 
three of the most important functions of the COM: 

 To aid the minister in carrying on the effective ministry 
by being available for counsel. 

 To keep the minister advised of conditions within the 
congregation as they affect relationships between 
ministers and members, with the main thrust on 
strengthening and improving relationships. 

 To continually interpret to the congregation the nature 
and scope of the work of the minister, including a 
clarification of role expectations and realistic priorities 
for ministers and members. 

The members of the COM are willing and even eager to hear 
from all of you on matters concerning our shared ministry.  Please 
feel free to tap the shoulder and bend the ear of any of the COM 
members either in person, by phone or by email.  Please consider 
the privacy limitations that these forms of communication possess 
and apply them to your situation appropriately. 

We will be maintaining a presence in this newsletter to 
explain the role of the COM in our shared ministry and to 
elaborate on just what is meant by ‘shared ministry’. 

COM members and their contact information: 
Kevin Stafsholt, 266-7067, astafsholt@msn.com 
Christine Carpenter, 266-0194 delcarpenter@cfu.net 
Shanlee McNally, 296-2780, mcnally@sbtek.net 
Pam Hays, 266-8406, haysfam@cfu.net 
Lynn Brant, 277-8241, lynn.brant@uni.edu 

 

 

OUR UU YOUTH IN THE NEWS 

Our youth (Gail Gallagher, Peter Hochgraf and Bryn 
Sumner) along with their chaperones (Carolyn Hildebrandt and 
Kathy Klink-Zeitz) had a great time at the Youth Con (ference) 
May 12–14th in Boone. 

They had a chance to savor all the best of youth cons (you’ll 
have to start up a conversation with one of them to get the full 
scoop!).  They even met up with previous members, Eve Harvey-
Stavely and her mom, Barbara Harvey, from Iowa City.  The 
seniors, Bryn and Gail, wrapped up a chapter in their lives of 
which the youth cons have been a big part.  A good time was 
definitely had by all. 

Now, we’re busy wrapping up the RE year and planning a 
party to celebrate all of our accomplishments the past year (and 
years).  Welcome, Summer! 



CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

The Religious Education classes are taking a break during the 
summer months.  We will start back in September with 
community building activities.  While we are breaking please take 
the time to think about working with our wonderful children and 
youth.  You will have fun, you will get a chance to know our 
children and youth, it is a chance to increase your knowledge 
about Unitarian Universalism and other religions and you will get 
a feeling of satisfaction in helping an important part of our 
church.  We have many different opportunities that range from 
being a coordinator, a teacher, a helper, to sponsoring youths to 
“cons”. 

Nursery and Childcare will continue this summer for infants 
and children from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Thank You!  A big thank you to all the leaders and helpers 
for Religious Education ~~ we could not do it without you! 

2005-2006 Teachers and Helpers 

Early Childhood Class 
Angie Stafsholt 
Shanlee McNally 
Kevin Stafsholt 
Karen Impola 
Theresa Spradling 
Betsy Brant 
Michaela Rich 
Curt Hanson 
Julie Husband 
 
UUYouth 
Juanita Williams 
Sean McNally 
Karen Miller 
Leigh Zeitz 
Patrick Malloy 

Primary Class 
Laura Walter  
Julie Fischer 
Sue Hill  
Brittany Floskstra 
Ruth Mahon 
Kamyar Enshayan 
Laura Jackson  
 

Substitutes 
Judith Harrington 
Damon Gross 
 

Intermediate Class 
Cindi Bancroft 
Chris Rediske 
Joyce Boss 
John Grinstead 
Linnea Martinez 

 

             Kathy Klink-Zeitz, DRE 

 

 

 

 

JUNE/JULY SERVICES 
Chapel Services, Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

June 11th 
“Not Only A Fair Weather Faith” ~~ Jim Paprocki 

Unitarian Universalism has been accused of being a fair weather 
faith, beneficial on sunny days but not helpful when days are 
overcast.  This sermon is taken from Bill Murry’s book, A Faith 
for All Seasons.  We explore how our religious faith helps us to 
cope with crises by providing meaning and purpose in our lives. 

July  2nd 
“Compassion” ~~ Jim Paprocki 

Religion provides spiritual truths that help us to be better human 
beings.  This sermon is taken from a book by Kenneth Phifer, 
Hold On: Getting Through Tough Times.  We will explore 
compassion through several religious traditions and how it guides 
us toward understanding life. 

FROM THE MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Many thanks to all of the talented musicians who sang and 
played this year during Sunday Services, the Christmas Eve 
Service, Memorial Services, the Hurricane Benefit Concert, the 
Santa Lucia Celebration, the Fall Retreat, and other events. 

This year we had sixty-five friends and members participate 
in musical activities, with many UU Debuts!  (An asterisk after 
the name denotes a debut in that area.) 

Special thanks to Tim Purdum for conducting the UU Singers 
and UU Children’s Choir this year.  Next year he will be taking a 
much needed break from early morning rehearsals to spend more 
time with his growing family.  We extend our love and best 
wishes to him and Suzanne on the birth of their son, Elliot 
Christopher Purdum, on May 13th. 

Voice 
Sharon Anway* 
Suzanne Bullard 
Charlotte 

Brandenburg 
Eva Cameron 
Irene Cameron* 
Del Carpenter 
Julie Fischer 
Gail Gallagher 
Livi Gatewood* 
Hanna Gibson 
Leo Gibson 
James Girsch* 
John Grinstead 
Damon Gross 
Al Hays 
Mark Hays 
Pam Hays 
Carolyn Hildebrandt 
Peter Hochgraff* 
Laura Jackson 
Mimi Kuester 
Nick O’Laughlin 
Karen Impola 
Rita Lynn 
John Miller 
Karen Miller 
Tim Purdum 
Margaret Rediske 
Hari Shankar* 
Rekha Shankar* 
Bryn Sumner 
Linnea Sumner 
Ruth Walker 
Laura Walter 
Michael Walter 
Leigh Zeitz* 
Recorder 
Karen Impola 
Tim Purdum 
Laura Walter 

Ocarina 
Carolyn Hildebrandt 
Saxophone 
Donna Kroeger* 
Trumpet 
Tim Purdum 
Piano/Keyboard 
Hannah Altmeier 
Jordan Bancroft- 
                     Smithe* 
Ute Brandenburg 
Nettie Enshayan* 
Carolyn Hildebrandt 
Lewis Lynch 
Tim Purdum 
Ruth Walker 
Violin 
Hannah Altmeier 
Charlotte Brandenburg 
Jordan Bancroft- 
                     Smithe* 
Matthew Bancroft- 
                     Smithe* 
Leo Gibson 
Julia Learn 
Jill Trainer 
Viola 
Ute Brandenburg 
Irene Cameron* 
Hanna Gibson* 
Kathleen Sihler 
Linnea Sumner 
Cello 
Suzanne Bullard 
Jonathan Chenoweth 
Carolyn Hildebrandt 
Margaret Rediske 
Bryn Sumner 
Sigrid Walter* 
String Bass 
Michael Walter 

Guitar 
Sharon Anway*  
Al Hays* 
Tim Purdum 
Leigh Zeitz* 
Mandolin 
Sharon Anway*  
Carolyn Hildebrandt 
Mandola 
James Girsch* 
Autoharp 
Carolyn Hildebrandt* 
Hammer Dulcimer 
Joyce Boss* 
Percussion 
Sharon Anway*  
Joyce Boss* 
Carolyn Hildebrandt 
Brittany Flokstra 
Kamyar Enshayan 
Peter Hochgraff* 
Tim Purdum 
Michael Walter 
Hari Shankar* 
Composing and 

Arranging 
Sharon Anway*  
Carolyn Hildebrandt 
Karen Impola 
Tim Purdum 
Conducting 
Sharon Anway*  
Tim Purdum 
 
Special Guests 
(Hurricane Benefit 
Concert) 
Ten members of the St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Choir 
(voice and percussion) 

 
 
 

 

 
SPECIAL EVENT COMING 

Mark Sept 11th on your calendar. 

You’ll want to be there! 



OUR GRADUATING SENIORS 
Gail Gallagher graduated from West High on May 28th.  Gail 

will be attending the University of Nebraska at Lincoln in the fall, 
majoring in Theater Arts.  She has been awarded the George 
Beadle Scholarship for top ranked out-of-state students and the 
Honors Program Scholarship. 

Join us at her Open House on Saturday, June 3rd at 1324 
Prospect Blvd., Waterloo from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

Bryn Sumner graduated as a valedictorian from West High 
School and will be attending the University of Iowa in the fall 
with plans to pursue a double degree in Music and Engineering.  
She has received a number of awards and honors, including a 
Governor’s Scholar Award, an Old Gold Scholarship, a National 
Merit Scholarship, a McMeans Scholarship, a Briceland String 
Scholarship, an Engineering Excellence Scholarship, an 
Engineering Opportunities Scholarship, a John Deere Partners in 
Education Scholarship and a West High Orchestra Boosters 
Scholarship.  This summer she will be going on a three week trip 
to Europe with her high school language classes.  She will also be 
serving as a youth delegate at the UU General Assembly.  

Bryn will be having an Open House at 206 Kingbard Blvd., 

Waterloo, on Sunday, June 11th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  All 
UUSBHC friends and members are invited!  RSVP to 235-9285. 

Jeshua Harbaugh-Williams graduated from West High on 
May 28th and will be attending the University of Iowa in the fall.  
He received the following scholarships: Crossroads Rotary 
Scholarship, Waterloo Jaycees Scholarship, PRIDE Scholarship 
from the Waterloo School District, Meyerhoff Memorial Trust 
Scholarship, Don and Shirley Kniss Scholarship (Waterloo-Cedar 
Falls Community Foundation), National Federation of 
Independent Businesses Scholarship and received honors for 
being a 4-sport letter winner at West Waterloo High. 

Please join us at his Open House from Noon - 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 3rd at 6145 Kimball Avenue, Waterloo. 

Jeff Zeitz graduated from the University of Northern Iowa 
with a BA in French and a BA in Political Science on May 6th.  
Jeff started work in Kansas on Monday, May 15th for the summer.  
In the fall he will be moving to France to teach English and when 
he returns he plans to go to Law School. 

Katrina Debs graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University with 
a BA in International Relations Latin America and a BA in French. 

  
UU SPOTLIGHT 

This month’s Spotlight shines on long-time 
members Del and Christine Carpenter.  In the 
following paragraphs we’ll hear from them – 

together and individually – about their UU journey. 
“Christine was raised in Cedar Falls and attended Cedar 

Heights Presbyterian Church.  While in college at the University 
of Northern Iowa she began attending the UUSBHC.  A 
wonderful and handsome guy named Del Carpenter provided her 
with a ride to services.  Del, raised a Methodist, realized in his 
early twenties he couldn’t believe in Hell and a loving God so 
stopped attending church.  He didn’t know he was a 
“universalist”.  He was attracted by the varied services at 
UUSBHC, by the challenge to think, and the interesting people. 

“In May 1970, Del and Christine were married in the 
UUSBHC church.  While living in Michigan City, IN they attended 
Old North UU Church and while living in Peoria, IL they attended 
the Universalist Unitarian Church.  They returned to Cedar Falls in 
1990 and immediately reconnected with UUSBHC.  Their twenty-
seven year old daughter, Gail, is a recent University of Iowa 
graduate with a Doctorate in Physical Therapy.  She is working as a 
physical therapist in Louisville, KY.  She was raised a UU. 

From Christine:   “The things I love about UUism follow: 
* UU Principles 
* A church that lives and celebrates equity 
* Reminders to be good without condemnation 
* Services/people/programs that make me think 
* Smart friends with similar values 
* Interacting with others trying to make the world a better place 
* Being with others who believe “When life gives you lemons, 
   make lemonade.” 
* Being with others who won’t tell me “It is God’s will/plan.” 
   “It is meant to be.”  “God won’t give you more than you can 
     handle.” 
* As we go through life’s stages always finding a group of good 
   friends to network/share/support our family. 
* Attending UU camps and conferences with my family. 
* Belonging to a faith community whose values make me proud. 

* The support of a faith community my family and I have 
   received during good and bad (breast cancer diagnosis and 
   treatment) times. 

From Del:   “In the early years what impressed me the most 
about UU ideas was the continuing challenge to think and be 
responsible for my own theology.  In the later years I became 
aware that reverence, awe and spiritual connectedness are also 
important to me.  I left a religious tradition that usually 
emphasized feeling while downplaying thinking.  When I found 
UUism I reveled in the thinking while personally downplaying 
religious feeling.  Now I think UUSBHC is appropriately 
emphasizing both thinking and feeling. 

From both:  “Having belonged to UU churches for nearly 
forty years we’ve learned the church won’t satisfy all our spiritual 
needs all the time.  Sometimes we get angry with or dislike the 
church, a particular minister, a lay leader, or a direction the 
church is going.  But we’ve also learned that being a “lifer” and 
hanging in there is important because there is no other place in 
town to find UU values.  As members we expect to keep 
attending, doing the work, giving the money, because we truly are 
Unitarian Universalists and this UU faith community gives back 
to us in abundance. 

“Del’s current life passion is windsurfing and if you want to 
learn all about the sport, ask him about it.  He’d be happy to teach 
you how to windsurf.  Del supports his windsurfing passion by 
working for the Social Security Administration as a claims 
representative.  Christine’s passion is breast cancer advocacy, 
hiking, and reading.  If you’d like to join the Iowa Breast Cancer 
Advocacy Network and make occasional phone calls to Iowa’s 
Senators and Representatives in support of guaranteed access to 
quality health care for all and eradicating breast cancer, just tell 
her.  Christine supports her passions by working as a school 
psychologist for AEA 267 and is assigned to Central Middle 
School in Waterloo.” 

Christine and Del are residents of Cedar Falls and live at 
1722 West Ridgewood Drive.  Their phone is 266-0194 and their 
e-mail is <delcarpenter@cfu.net>. 

  


