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 ********  2006  ******** 

 
APRIL   2 9:30 A.M. “CHAOS HAPPENS” – The Rev. Eva Cameron 

APRIL   9 9:30 A.M. “PASSOVER” – The Rev. Eva Cameron with Donna Davis 

APRIL 16 9:30 A.M. “GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY” – The Rev. Eva Cameron 

APRIL 23 9:30 A.M. “EARTH DAY SERVICE” – The Rev. Eva Cameron with Karen Impola 
  11:00 A.M.   ANNUAL MEETING 

APRIL 30 9:30 A.M. “EVERYDAY MIRACLES” (CHAPEL SERVICE) – Karen Impola 
 

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
  9:30 A.M.    Services -- UU and Quaker 
  10:45 A.M.    Coffee/Fellowship 
  11:00/11:15 A.M.  Youth Chapel / Youth RE 
  11:00 A.M.    Announcements (Fellowship Hall) 
  11:15 A.M.    Adult RE 

 
The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and intellectual 
explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice for religious 
diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 
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CONVERSATION WITH EVA 
I was packing my lunch for a noontime clergy meeting today.  

They gather once a month for brown bag conversation.  As I 
packed it, for some reason I started thinking about how the other 
clergy would see my lunch.  I was packing my usual lunch . . . a 
carrot, an apple, some nuts, maybe a whole-grain muffin left over 

from breakfast, some more fruit if it’s handy.  As I was 
adding things to my burlap lunch sack, pouring my tea 
into a steel thermos, I could see how odd this 

lunch would look to others.  Normally, I 
don’t really think about these things.  I’ve 

been doing things differently than others all my life, and I’ve kind 
of gotten used to it – it’s not something I dwell on. 

It got me to thinking about why I seldom take note of these 
odd ways I have.  Then I realized it was because I have had a long 
line of strong, independent people who have led me in the 
direction of being comfortable with my choices that take me 
healthfully outside of the norm.  Being raised UU, I remember 
learning to bring my paper sack home to be re-used, and to wash 
out my little plastic sacks that held the carrot sticks in my lunch – 
well before the word recycling was popular.  I remember old 
ladies who were vegetarian, or always wore slacks, or drove the 
car with their husband in the passenger seat.  They didn’t tell me 
to be different from everyone else, but they sure showed me how 
to do it! 

I don’t think that being UU means you need to try to be 
different just for the sake of being different.  But I do think that 
many of us find ourselves being different because of our strong 
values—really strong moral values.  I choose not to use throw-
away bags for my lunch because throwing away things 
unnecessarily seems like a sin to me.  Respecting my body by 
feeding it well seems like a kind of prayer to me.  Now, you may 
not act in the exact same way I do on these particular issues, but I 
imagine there are things that you do that make you stand out 
because of your strong moral values too. 

I used to tell my kids, when they were smaller, and wanted to 
know why we weren’t going to get a Nintendo game or some such 
foray into American pop culture, that it was against my religion.  
That our religion has us on a “Great Peace March”.  I borrowed 
this from Holly Near, a singer/songwriter who wrote a song for 
the Great Peace March across America.  In it she says, “Life is a 
great and mighty march.”  And that has always resonated with me.  
I have come to see that my daily actions, life, can be a march in 
witness for peace.  For me, “peace” means more than just not 
being at war.  It means finding balance between humans and other 
life on this planet, really balance between humans and the living 
being that is this planet.  It means finding balance between 
humans who have so much and those that have so little.  It means 
finding balance between sides of me, that side that wants to throw 
away a small plastic sandwich bag because it would be easy, and 
the side of me that wants it never to have been made, and 
certainly wants it washed out!  All the time there are so many 
ways that I can choose to witness for peace. 

I love coming to church because for me, this is the best place 
in the whole wide world to meet people who keep me on this daily 
march.  You remind me that it’s okay to be different in all the 
things you do, because of strong moral values.  I learn so much 
from you.  I think that this is one of the great blessings of church.  
Taking time to talk to someone about their life choices is a real 
learning for me.  And I hope that you feel the same way too. 

See you in church!    Eva 

NOTES FROM THE PREZ 
Drive-Thru Religion 

I was going through the drive-thru at a coffee shop I frequent 
when I realized how strange this felt.  Usually, when I get coffee 
from this establishment, I have to make a commitment.  I park my 
car.  I walk through the front door greeting the owner and anyone 
else that I know who’s there.  I order my standard decaf coffee 
and coconut-rum scone and take my usual booth if it is available.  
As I sit there and drink my coffee from a large ceramic mug, I 
enjoy and contribute to the environment of the café.  I talk with 
others and they converse with me.  I am the shop and the shop is 
me.  Having breakfast here is a commitment of time and resources 
and I return because I enjoy the experience and receive more than 
a coffee and scone. 

Driving around the back and getting a coffee from a slide-
open window is a totally different experience.  I 
pull up to the window and place my order.  It 
is handed to me in a paper cup with a 
corrugated sleeve to protect me from burning my hands.  The 
scone crumbles in a white paper bag as I drop it onto my vacant 
passenger seat.  I clumsily exchange coinage and pleasantries with 
the red-shirted employee and drive away to my next appointment. 

Attending the UUSBHC can be compared to my trips to the 
coffee shop.  You get out of it what you commit.  There are drive-
thru churches around the world (http://www.driveinchurch.net).  
You don’t even have to get out of your car.  Show up; listen to the 
word of the day; and then drive back to your home.  You don’t 
even have to look to see who is in the car next to you unless that 
so-and-so is trying to cut you off as the cars scramble to leave at 
the end of the service. 

Alternatively, you can park your car and find a seat among 
friends and those friends you haven’t yet met.  You can enjoy the 
community where you share experiences and ideas in a sharing 
environment.  You can enjoy coffee in big ceramic mugs while 
chatting about your life and learning about the lives of others.  
You can share your skills and time by becoming involved in 
making things happen in our organization.  You can write letters 
to school children in India or make scones to serve on Sunday.  
You can assist in stewardship campaigns or sell scrip to support 
the organization.  You can work as a teacher or teacher’s assistant 
in our children’s religious education program or you can discuss 
your ideas and ideals in our adult religious education activities. 

We often look to others as examples of how to get involved 
in our Society.  Dorothy Grant is just such an example.  She will 
be awarded the Betty Gorshe Heritage Award to recognize an 
individual who has made a significant contribution to preserving, 
understanding, and celebrating our Unitarian Universalist history.  
Dorothy was the Archivist for the UUSBHC for forty years.  She 
has made a difference in the UU World.  Her endless hours of 
journaling, documenting and publishing about the Unitarian 
Universalist history will provide a historical foundation for 
coming generations.  She will receive her award at the Prairie Star 
District Annual Conference in Iowa City on April 28th – 30th. 

Your involvement in the UUSBHC is what makes this place 
work.  Speak with me about what you can do and how you can get 
involved in expanding the UU experience for yourself and others. 

      Leigh 



CONSCIOUS LIVING 

The Conscious Living Circle has decided to embrace the 
challenge of leading our congregation to becoming officially 
designated a Green Sanctuary Church.  We all 
stand to benefit by becoming more aware of 
our environmental impact and how we can 
lighten it.  Beyond that, however, we will also 
have opportunities to work together to make 
our church grounds a truly beautiful outdoor 
sanctuary for meditation, environmental education, recreation, and 
wildlife.  The process involves five steps: 

Step 1 is to establish a standing committee with designated 
chair, liaison, and members representing all essential functions of 
the Society. 

Step 2 is to conduct an environmental audit of our energy 
usage patterns, current recycling practices, policies governing 
purchasing and investing, landscaping policies relative to use of 
native species and lawn chemical use, RE programs for children 
and adults relating to environmental concerns, social action 
projects for environmental justice, and worship services 
integrating the wisdom of the Earth. 

Step 3 involves creating an action plan of a dozen 
environmental activities, which our congregation chooses, 
including a communication strategy for sharing about and inviting 
participation in the activities.  We need to establish time line 
targets and leaders for each activity.  The plan can be adjusted as 
we move along. 

Step 4 is to submit our Application for Candidacy and our 
$100 application fee to the UU Ministry for the Earth office and 
proceed to carry out our Action Plan. 

Step 5 is to propose for congregational vote that we seek 
accreditation as a Green Sanctuary.  If the congregation at large 
agrees to this, we can submit our document of completed 
activities to the UU Ministry of Earth office for accreditation. 

The Conscious Living Circle will spearhead a grounds 
cleanup and planting project as its first action this May.  More 
information about this will be published in the next newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUYOUTH NEWS 

The UUYouth led the worship service on Sunday, March 5th 
and did a great job (see Leigh Zeitz if you want a copy of the 
tape). 

They have met their goal of thirty-eight Khasi Hills, India 
students to be sponsored by our church.  Also, they have 
additional money that will go to special projects of improving the 
site and building the new school building. 

During the month of April they will be planning the Easter 
Egg Hunt and researching Khasi Hills. 

         Juanita Williams 

PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGE 

In order to allow us to hold the annual meeting in May, the 
following by-law change will be presented for approval at the 
Annual Meeting on April 23rd. 

Article V.D.1 shall be changed to read (deletion in brackets 
[ ], new text in upper case, the text of the ellipsis is unchanged):  
The annual congregational meeting of the Society shall be held on 
a Sunday [in April] NO LATER THAN MAY 31 to be 
determined by the Board no later than its January meeting.  The 
meeting date shall be announced. . . 

            R. B. Campbell, Board Secretary 

 

 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The 2006 Annual Meeting of the Unitarian Universalist 
Society of Black Hawk County will be held at 11:00 a.m. on 
Sunday, April 23rd.  (There will be a regular service at 9:30 a.m. 
preceding the annual meeting.) 

             R. B. Campbell, Board Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL ACTION REPORT 

The totals from Guest At Your Table are as follows: we 
raised $1,567.00, and $1,100.00 of that was matched, bringing the 
grand total (with the matching) to $2,667.00. 

Thanks to all who participated to make this a success! 
              Sheri Huber-Otting, 
              UU Social Action Chair 

 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP LUNCH 

The Stewardship Committee would like everyone to join 
them for a light lunch after the Annual Meeting to 
celebrate the success of this year’s stewardship 
campaign. 

We should all be proud of the strides we have 
made in the last few years and look forward to achieving our 
visions for the future. 

 

 

 

 
 

I don’t believe Noah could have rounded up all the animals 
in one herd without the skunk causing a stampede. Will Rogers 



ROOTS 

Join us for a four-session class to learn about our Unitarian 
and Universalist past, as well as some history of our own 
congregation.  This will be held on the four Wednesdays in April, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  This is a great way to learn more about 
this church if you are a relative newcomer, but also a great boost 
in knowledge if you’ve been coming for a long time.  Because 
Eva will be preparing packets of materials for class members, 
please sign up in advance.  Use the sign up sheet by Eva’s study 
door, e-mail or call her.  Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APRIL SERVICES 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m., led by the Rev. Eva Cameron 
unless otherwise noted 

April  2nd 
“Chaos Happens” ~~ Some people feel that God is in charge of 
their lives, and others feel that stuff just happens.  What is the 
role of chaos in our lives?  Who’s in charge here anyway? 

April  9th 
“Passover” ~~ Donna Davis and Eva will explore the UU 
relationship to the Passover story, and what sacrifice means in 
our lives. 

April 16th 
“God of Grace and God of Glory” ~~ Borrowing a line from 
our hymnal, I have always been curious about the difference of 
a God of Grace and a God of Glory.  Let’s look at the Easter 
story through this lens. 

April 23rd 
“Earth Day Service” ~~ Karen Impola will join Eva for an 
Earth Day Celebration for All Ages, followed by our Annual 
Meeting at 11:00 a.m. 

April 30th 
“Everyday Miracles” (Chapel Service) ~~ Karen Impola.  
Taking inspiration from Peter Mayer’s song “Holy Now”, 
Karen will lead a meditation on the miraculous in everyday life. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Taxes have been a part of human civilization for almost as 

long as records have been kept.  Egyptian pharaohs employed 
hundreds of clerks to keep track of all the property and income in 
every village, and more papyrus was used for tax records than for 
any other purpose.  One Egyptian tax ledger, found by 
archeologists, covered a single village for about three years, and it 
was longer than The Iliad. 

    ~~from The Writer’s Almanac 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Not Just for Sundays Any More! 

Sundays at 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. unless stated otherwise 

Qi Gong – Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

April  2nd 

Conscious Living Circle – A discussion group considering how 
we as individuals and as a congregation can deepen our 
commitment to live in harmony with the Earth. 
Science and Spirituality from a Chemist’s Point of View – 
Curt Hanson will lead a discussion on this provocative topic. 

April  7th   (Friday at 6:00 p.m.) 
First Friday Potluck – Join us for the Hindu celebration of Ram 
Navami.  This is the birthday of Rama, one of the chief Hindu 
gods.  Hari Shankar will help us learn about the holiday, and you 
are invited to bring an Indian dish for the potluck (or anything 
you’d like to share).  We will have fun things for the kids to do.  It 
will be a great event for people of all ages.  Come and bring a 
friend, or neighbors. 

April  9th 
Spiritual Writing – Join Rev. Eva Cameron as we continue a 
monthly workshop using journaling to enhance one’s spiritual quest. 
Those Passionate UUs – Shanlee McNally, Stephanie Lawrence, 
and Ute Brandenberg will share some of their passions with us.  
(Hint:  at least one of them has to do with music.) 
Note:  The Adult R.E. Committee is lining up people to share 
their passions in fall 2006 so e-mail Pam Hays if you are 
interested.  (Address is in the UU Directory). 

April 16th 
Buddhist Path – Individuals are invited to meet with others who 
are interested in exploring with Rev. Cameron about Buddhist 
spiritual practices and their lives. 
Conscious Living Circle – A discussion group considering how 
we as individuals and as a congregation can deepen our 
commitment to live in harmony with the Earth. 
April 23rd 

ANNUAL MEETING – No Adult RE 
 
April 30th 

PRAIRIE STAR DISTRICT CONFERENCE – No Adult RE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNAL MEAL 

We shall again gather at 6:00 p.m. this Maundy Thursday, 
April 13th, to share food items (i.e., a potluck) and reflect upon the 
role of food in ritual celebration, why there have been festivals at 
this time of year, and what they celebrate. 

Participants will be invited to comment (if they wish) on why 
the dish they bring has significance to them in particular, or for 
the world in general.  If you have questions please contact Mickey 
Karlin at 233-3719 who has kindly agreed to substitute as our 
leader, as Russ Campbell will be unable to attend this year. 



GOOD FRIDAY NOON SERVICE 

There will be a Good Friday Prayer Service from Noon to 
12:45 p.m.  Join Eva for a simple service that reflects on our 
personal losses.  We each have moments of despair, and it is good 
to gather together as a community to sit in support of each other at 
this time. 

 
CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

April will be the end of our “Personal Power” curriculum for 
the Preschool through sixth grades.  With these curricula the 
children have been looking at how to empower themselves, and 
what is happening in the world around them. 

 April 2nd is Daylight Savings Time so please remember to 
“spring ahead” those clocks and get to church on time!  (Note 
on the calendar page there is a 12:30 p.m. Children’s RE 
Committee meeting that day.) 

 April 7th is the First Friday Celebration and Potluck at 6:00 
p.m. with food from India.  We will celebrate Ram Navami – 
Rama’s Birthday.  Children are included and this month they 
will read some stories and play some games from India. 

 April 16th is Easter Sunday and the UUYouth will be holding 
their annual Easter Egg Hunt at 11:00 a.m. 

 April 23rd is the Annual Meeting.  We will have a Service for 
All Ages to celebrate Earth Day and then our young people 
will be heading to the UNI museum to see the exhibit on 
blindness. 

 April 30th is the Prairie Star District Meeting in Iowa City 
that Kathy, Eva and others are attending. 

Big News for Preschool – Kindergarten:  They have a new 
name—Early Childhood Class.  As April comes to a close we will 
be saying goodbye to Angie as Team Leader as she is going to 
take a break to welcome in her new child.  We are looking for 
someone to take her place May 1st to June 30th and we will be 
looking for someone to head that team for the 2006 - 07 year. 

Volunteers Needed: Contact Damon Gross if you are 
interested in being on the committee or the head of one of the 
teams: 

 Early Childhood Class - Angie Stafsholt 
 1st to 3rd graders - Julie Fischer 
 4th to 6th - Cindi Bancroft 
 UU Youth (7th to 12th grade) - Juanita Williams 

Children’s Chapel is in the balcony!  We meet every Sunday 
from 11:00 to 11:15 a.m. where the children participate in a 
Chalice lighting, Joys and Concerns, a story, an offering* and 
then are dismissed to their classrooms.  *Bring nickels and 
pennies. 

Alternative Activities this year include learning about the UU 
principles, different holidays and special days. 

Nursery will continue this year for infants through four years 
old during the service and RE. 

Childcare is offered during the Adult Choir Rehearsals on the 
first and third Sundays of each month. 

Thank You!  A big thank you to all the leaders and helpers 
for RE ~~ we could not do it without you! 
              Kathy Klink-Zeitz, DRE 

REPORT ON CHILDREN’S RE 

The mission of the children’s religious education program is 
to provide all UU children with knowledge, understanding, and 
respect for all people.  The RE committee set the following 
objectives for 2005-06: 

1. Increase average attendance at class meetings by at least 
forty percent over last year. 

2. Staff at least eighty percent of all class meetings with 
two (rather than just one) adults. 

3. Complete the planned curriculum in every class. 

Attendance in children’s RE classes this year is consistently 
running between seventy and eighty percent over last year.  We 
replaced our second objective with a policy that ALL classes will 
by staffed by two adults.  Due in large part to the overwhelming 
support of the congregation, we are adhering to this policy – and 
we are completing challenging curricula in all classes.  We just 
might be doing some things right! 

More than twenty-five adults have been directly involved in 
classes this year, not to mention those who have given 
encouragement or advice.  Kudos to each and every one of you. 

I especially wish to thank: 
 our pastor, Eva Cameron, for her wisdom in knowing when 

to dive into the fray and when to cheer from the sidelines; 
 DRE, Kathy Klink-Zeitz, for consistently surpassing the 

impossibly high expectations we have for her; 
 early childhood team leader, Angie Stafsholt, for her 

leadership in establishing a workable schedule for that class; 
 1st-3rd grade team leaders, Julie Fischer and Laura Walter, for 

pioneering a new and exciting curriculum; 
 4th-6th grade team leader, Cindy Bancroft, for keeping that 

class covered despite too small a team; 
 youth team leader, Juanita Williams, for inspiring and 

guiding our youth to a new level of service; and 
 board liaison, Shawn McNally, for faithfully representing our 

perspective to the larger church community. 
 Finally, and most importantly, I thank the kids for their 

participation. 

Change is everywhere.  Angie will be leaving her post the 
first of May to prepare for the coming addition to her family.  
Julie is leaving to dedicate her time to the green sanctuary project.  
And Juanita will be taking a well-deserved break from more years 
on the RE committee than she will allow me to put in print.  
Healthy organizations embrace change.  Opportunities abound for 
people to get involved in the second most important program in 
our church – children’s religious education.  Whether you are 
motivated by your interest in children, curriculum, or team 
building, there is a place for you in the growing success of this 
program.  Please do not hesitate to speak with Kathy or me about 
the contribution you can make. 
          Damon Gross, Chair 
          Children’s Religious Education Committee 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The income tax has made more liars out of the 
American people than golf”.             ~~Will Rogers 

 
 
 
 
 

UU SPOTLIGHT 
Donna Kroeger’s smiling face greets us on many Sunday 

mornings as she is one of the UU Greeters.  Donna 
returned “home” a few years ago from the Southwest.  
Although  the cold weather is not her favorite, we are 

glad she is among us once again. 
“I was not raised in a family that was church-going so my 

childhood experience was mainly attending a Methodist Sunday 
school to be like my friends.  When I went to college in Des 
Moines I joined the Episcopalian Church.  It wasn’t that I 
suddenly got religion!  I did it to please my aunt and I never really 
gave it a lot of thought.  It was only after I was married and Glenn 
and I began to discuss religion and the Bible that I became 
interested.  We saw “Unitarianism” written up in LOOK magazine 
after we moved to Cedar Falls.  We were amazed that there were 
others who thought like us!  We immediately started attending the 
Cedar Falls Fellowship and joined around 1955.  The group was 
interesting but it didn’t really fill my emotional needs.  
Intellectually it was stimulating but that wasn’t quite enough.  As 
years have gone by I have seen changes that I like.  I still consider 
myself to be a Humanist but perhaps religious Humanist would 
better describe where I am at this time.  I believe in living this one 
life that I have in ways that help my fellow human beings.  I’m 
not really a leader but I’m a pretty good worker bee! 

“Right now my special interests are my grandchildren and 
playing my saxophone.  I enjoy playing in the New Horizons 
Band in Cedar Falls and, in addition, in the New Horizons Stage 
Band in Cedar Rapids (a smaller group of the Cedar Rapids New 
Horizons Band). 

“I’m a retired teacher and still have a great interest in 
education. 

“My three sons are Richard in Bowie, MD, Gary in Cedar 
Falls, and Kent in Fairfax, VA.  My granddaughter is an intern 
this semester in Senator Harkin’s office in Washington, D.C. and 
will attend the University of Iowa in the fall so I’m looking 
forward to that.  Her dad, Kent, who was a political science major 
is thrilled that she’s becoming interested in the political scene.  
Richard is a scientist at the Naval Research Laboratory and Gary 
does lots of interesting things in his job and outside his job.  Our 
children have given us so much joy and very little trouble!” 

Donna’s address is 215 Hill Ct. in Cedar Falls, and she can be 
reached by e-mail at <donnakro@cfu.net>. 

 
INFORMATION ON UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM 

ARE YOU THINKING OF JOINING? 

In April and May we will be offering a series of 
informational discussions about Unitarian Universalism.  During 
the month of April, our Minister, Eva Cameron, will be offering 
four sessions on UU history called Roots.  These sessions will be 
held on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. at the church. 

On May 9th, our Archivist, Kay Rewerts, will offer an Adult 
RE session on the history of this UU Society.  Her sessions are 
always entertaining and informational and all members and 
friends are invited.  In addition there will be an Adult RE session 
on how this Society is organized and functions and our personal 
UU journeys during Adult RE on May 21st. 

On Sunday, May 14th we will be having an “In-Gathering” of 
new members.  At that time anyone interested in joining our UU 
Society will be invited to sign the membership book and become a 
member.  If you would like to become a member or have any 
questions, please contact either Micalea Lorenz (291-6509 or  
micalea@mchsi.com) or the Minister, Eva Cameron (610-6605). 

       Micalea Lorenz, Outreach Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Indoors or out, no one relaxes 
  In March, that month of wind and taxes, 
  The wind will presently disappear, 
  The taxes last us all the year.” 
    Ogden Nash 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Novelist Henry James was born in New York City on April 
15, 1843.  His first memory was an image of a monument to 
Napoleon as his family traveled by carriage through Paris, and 
though he was an American, he always loved Europe and spent 
most of his life living there. 

                ~~from The Writer’s Almanac 
 
 



 
 
 

DOROTHY GRANT TO RECEIVE BETTY GORSHE HERITAGE AWARD 
 

After a long life of service to the UUSBHC and UU in 
general, Dorothy Grant will be awarded the Betty Gorshe 
Heritage Award at the Prairie Star District Conference in Iowa 
City on April 28th – 30th.  This is an award that is well-deserved 
after her many years of service. 

Dorothy Grant has spent much of her life preserving, 
understanding and celebrating our Unitarian Universalist history.  
Dorothy was one of the four charter members of our Unitarian 
Fellowship in 1950.  She was elected to the office of Secretary-
Treasurer in 1954 when she also assumed the role of Archivist 
and continued until 1994 – forty years! 

Throughout her years as Archivist, Dorothy collected, 
organized and preserved hundreds of congregational artifacts.  
She filled scores of yearly notebooks with newsletters, programs, 
and membership information that are chronologically indexed and 
noted.  She provided the UUSBHC with annotated photo albums 
that span four decades. 

Dorothy has shared her understanding of our UU history 
through the many publications that she has written.  Here is an 
annotated list of some of her historical work: 
Books: 
• Unitarian Universalist Society of Black Hawk County:  A 131 

Year Old History (1863-1994) with a Descriptive Inventory of 
its Acquisitions. (1994) 

• A 155-page book that discusses the history of Universalism in 
Waterloo, Unitarianism in Cedar Falls and the merging of the 
two institutions.  Chronicles the construction of our present 
meeting house in 1967 and the Annex in 1988.  The UUSBHC 
traditions and special events in our history are explained. 

• A Lay-Woman’s Unitarian World (1991) 
• A ninety-five page book that chronicles her life as a Unitarian 

and as a UU from the 1930’s through the 1980’s. 
Documents: 
• Universalism in Iowa, 1830 – 1963 (1963) 
• Highlights of twelve Years of Cedar Falls Unitarian Fellowship 

History and eighteen years of the History of the Unitarian 
Universalist Society of Black Hawk County, Iowa, 1950 – 1980 
(1981) 

• A History of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Black Hawk 
County, 1863-1986 (1986) 

• A Brief History: Unitarian Universalist Society of Black Hawk 
County, 1863-1985 (1985) 

• Moving Through the Century (A history compiled by Dorothy 
Grant), 1863-1866 

• History of Universalism and Unitarianism in Black Hawk 
County, (1968) 

In the early 1950s, Dorothy wrote Religious Education units 
to use with her classes at what was then the Unitarian Fellowship 
(now UUSBHC).  These units included:  Some Children Are; 
Celebration of Easter; About Myself; Christmas in Other Lands; 
and Symbols and Golden Rules of World Religions.  These units 
were quite successful and shared with other congregations. 

Dorothy’s historical work has provided the UUSBHC 

congregation with a sense of belonging.  Beyond her archival 
work, the fact that Dorothy has lived through many of the events 
she recorded has provided us with a living historical account. 

Dorothy Grant has been active in recording history beyond 
the local level as well.  She was the first secretary for the Prairie 
Star District where her responsibilities involved maintaining 
records of the organization.  Her account of the Universalism in 
Iowa:  1830 – 1963 (1963) was well received and has been cited 
in several articles.  She assisted the fellowships in Ames and 
Mason City in documenting their histories. 

Mrs. Grant has made history as well as recorded it.  She has 
been quite active in developing new UU fellowships.  In 1959, she 
worked with Munroe Husbands to found seventeen fellowships in 
Iowa.  In 1966, Dorothy was invited to the UUA headquarters in 
Boston to meet with the Extension Advisory Committee and 
Department Officers.  She discussed her work in “Developing Lay 
Leadership for Extension on the District Level”. 

Grant’s Religious Education curriculum packets were sent to 
Boston and they were distributed throughout the nation.  The most 
successful of these units was Symbols and Golden Rules of World 
Religions.  Upon the recommendation of Beacon Press, Dorothy 
self-published this unit (1961) and sold one thousand copies to 
UU societies all over the world. 

Dorothy has celebrated the history of Unitarian Universalism 
by providing dozens of presentations and workshops at UU 
conferences across the country.  She often created handout 
materials for conference presentations.  In 1987, she added to the 
historical literature when she wrote three booklets for the PSUUA 
conference: Unitarian Universalist Information, Thumb Nail 
Histories (of the Prairie Star Societies) and Excerpts of the Stories 
in the Histories. 

Mrs. Grant’s celebration of Unitarian Universalism has not 
been limited to the written word.  Upon request of the Prairie Star 
District, she designed and created (with past UUSBHC member 
Pat Loughead) the Prairie Star District Banner for the 1984 
General Assembly.  Based upon her success, she was asked to 
design the UUA National Banner for the 25th Anniversary in 
1986.  This work was completed with the help of fourteen 
volunteers.  It was the showpiece of event. 

In 1985, Dorothy Grant was presented the Unsung UU Award 
from the Prairie Star District.  She was selected due to her 
“volunteer work in important Unitarian Universalist activities for 
thirty-five years, in the fellowship, the society, the district and 
even the nation”.  Interestingly, this award was presented by Betty 
Gorshe. 

Dorothy Grant’s work is housed in archives throughout the 
country.  She has donated some of her work to the University of 
Northern Iowa’s Special Collections Library.  She also donated 
some of her original work and records to the Meadville/Lombard 
Theological School in Chicago, Illinois.  Her “Fellowship Papers” 
are available at the Andover-Harvard Theological Library at the 
Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, MA.. 

 


