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********   2014  ******** 
 

JUNE  1 10:00 A.M.   RE AND BRIDGING SUNDAY 
    COMMUNITY GARDENING:  GROWING THE NEXT GENERATI ON 
                                    – Rev. Eva Cameron; Angie Stafsholt, DCRE; the congregation’s children 

JUNE  8 10:00 A.M.   SIMPLE FAITH?  – Del Carpenter, TBA*  

JUNE 15 10:00 A.M.   FATHERS AND SONS – Bill Chene, TBA* 

JUNE 22 10:00 A.M.   THE LONGEST DAY – Karen Impola, Maureen Murphy* 

JUNE 29 10:00 A.M.   THE EGO AND THE EARTH – Del Carpenter, TBA* 

JULY   6 10:00 A.M.   UUTOPIA:  WHAT DO UUS BELIEVE ABOUT THE 
    PERFECTABILITY OF HUMANITY?  – Al Hays, Del Carpenter* 

    Potluck Picnic following the service. 

JULY 13 10:00 A.M.   VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN TODA Y’S MODERN WORLD  
       – Bill Chene, John Miller* 
JULY 20 10:00 A.M.   ARCHITECTS VS. GARDENERS – Karen Impola, TBA* 

JULY 27 10:00 A.M.   MURPHY’S LAW:  FATE OR FAITH?  – John Miller, Karen Impola* 
 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
10:00 A.M.  Services 
Following the services ~~ Coffee and Fellowship 
Childcare During the Services 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and 
intellectual explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice 
for religious diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

Summer is upon us (although as I write this, it’s still cold and grey).  Summertime at church 
is a bit different from the rest of the year.  So many people travel, our attendance drops off a lot.  
We don’t have air conditioning in the Sanctuary so services will be held in the Fellowship Hall 
starting the Sunday after our RE Sunday.  There will not be classes for children or adults during 
summer but there is still childcare on Sunday mornings.  Regular Wednesday activities will also 
go on hiatus, but the band will continue to practice from time to time.  If you want to help out 
with summer music, let Jessica Lieb know. 

It is my custom to take some time off during the summer months to rest and travel and plan 
for the coming church year.  We are lucky some church members are willing to preach or read 
you one of their favorite sermons.  I will be traveling to General Assembly in Providence, RI at 
the end of June.  While I’m on the east coast, I hope to see my mother and sister too.  They live 
in New Hampshire.  Later on in the summer, we are planning a family trip to Glacier National 
Park.  I know that some of you have traveled there, and I welcome tips, favorites and such, for 
making our trip as memorable as possible.  Much time will be spent reading, as I find it difficult 
to get through many books during the church year.  I plan to garden and pick a bunch of black 
raspberries.  I love the freshness of summer foods.  I also hope it warms up enough to swim in 
the river—as many of you know, I love swimming!  And maybe, just maybe, I will get over to 
Chicago to see my father, some friends, and to get to swim in Lake Michigan! 

This time away from all of you is always a happy/sad time.  I love doing summer things I 
don’t normally get to do. . .but I miss all of you.  I may pop into church from time to time and I 
will be back for certain in August, with a whole new line-up of sermons for the coming year. 

Watch the news updates for information about Caring Connections support over the summer. 
. .if you are in need.  They are growing and getting excited to serve.  I just don’t have contact 
names for you quite yet. 

I wish you lots of joy and health this summer.  May you get to do the things that make you 
feel most vibrantly alive.  May the summer abundance fill you.  Eat berries fresh from the vine.  
Walk barefoot in the dew-laden grass.  Watch the moonrise.  Laugh with a child.  Sing to an elder.  
Fall in love with life all over again. 

Have a delight-filled and blessed summer, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RE SUNDAY 

Remember, June 1st is RE Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UU historical facts in our newsletters are contributed by Mica Lorenz and 
taken from This Day in Unitarian Universalist History 

by Frank Schulman – Skinner House Books. 



 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

According to Webster’s, animals that go dormant in the winter hibernate, while those that 
go dormant in the summer estivate.  In the old days, our congregation used to totally estivate 
from June to early September.  People said goodbye at the annual picnic in June and hello 
again at the pancake breakfast after Labor Day.  Over the years, we have evolved away from 
that towards more and more regular activities in the summer, including regular, if more 
informal, Sunday services.  I believe that this has been a very positive development in the life 
of the group because it keeps people engaged, and it offers the support and encouragement that 
regular fellowship provides. 

However, we still operate at a slower, more relaxed pace in the summer than in the fall and 
spring, and it gives our minister, as well as the other folks who are in charge of our 
programming a chance to rest up a bit and to plan for the coming year.  The Board still meets 
during the summer, and sometimes important activities occur, such as the process of choosing 
our logo that happened last summer.  As I get ready to start my second year as Board 
President, I will be using the time to reflect and to plan for the fall, and I hope that some of our 
committees and task teams will do the same. 

In September, I plan to engage the congregation in a more systematic strategic planning 
process, in which we create a vision of what we’d like to become as a congregation and set 
goals that will enable us to attain that vision.  On Sunday, September 7th, we will hold our 
service at Hartman Reserve, and it will be followed by a two hour visioning and planning 
session.  We have engaged a Hartman Reserve naturalist to lead the kids in some “seventh 
principle” related activities, so that parents will be able to attend.  Out of this exercise will 
come some goals for various areas of congregational life.  During the month of September, 
committees and councils will be asked to create action steps to implement those goals, so that 
by its October meeting the Board will be able to approve a strategic plan for the year. 

I encourage all members of the congregation to be thinking over the summer of ideas that you 
would like to bring to this important retreat.  Be sure to mark it on your calendars.  This is the 
weekend after Labor Day, so folks should be pretty much home from their vacations by then. 

As I said at the Annual Meeting, it has been an incredibly rewarding experience to serve as 
President for the past year.  I look forward to another productive year in 2014-15, in which we 
work together to move the congregation forward in a number of important areas. 

Al Hays 
President of the Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry Wilder Foote was born on June 2, 1838 in Salem, Massachusetts.  He was a fine scholar 
and liturgist and served Unitarian churches in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and Ohio before 
settling at King’s Chapel in Boston.  He wrote numerous books on Unitarian history and edited 
Hymns of the Church Universal (1890).  A careful historian, Foote also compiled The Annals of 
King’s Chapel, a comprehensive and lively church biography, considered one of the best 
examples of this genre.  He died on May 29, 1889.  Foote is not to be confused with his son, who 
was born February 2, 1875. 
 



WHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IN  RE?N  RE?N  RE?N  RE?    

Recently, Kevin was having a conversation with a good friend of ours.  Our friend was 
expressing some of his frustrations about his daughter’s school and what he would like to see 
done to help ease some of these frustrations.  He was stating that he’d like to see these changes 
made before his younger children attended that same school.  Kevin was listening and agreeing 
with him and then, after hearing what our friend had to say, he said to him, “Well, what are you 
going to do to help make these changes?”  The answer was, “Oh, nothing.” 

It’s easy for us to request for things to change, but it’s not as easy to help make the changes 
that we’d like made.  Sometimes the changes cannot be made unless they are helped along, and 
most times, the people who are currently doing the job(s) know that changes are needed, but just 
do not have the time or resources to complete them on their own.  Therefore, volunteers are 
needed to help. 

vol·un·teer   (vä-lən-tir)  noun 
1.  a person who freely offers to take part in an enterprise or undertake a task. 

Sometimes it’s not quite so “freely” that we offer to help.  Sometimes we feel like we “have 
to” or “need to” when we don’t necessarily “want to”.  Most times, regardless of how we got 
ourselves to volunteer, we are glad we did. 

The same is true for children’s RE.  We are in need of making some changes.  We need to 
add some RE classes back into our Sunday schedules to make sure all of the kids can enjoy and 
learn from our CVUU RE program.  I cannot add these classes with me alone.  I need help, I 
need volunteers, I need people who are willing to help make a change.  I need YOU.  If I cannot 
get teachers, I cannot offer classes to all the little ones who want to start RE.  As much as I’d 
love to say it takes me alone, I need teachers and helpers. 

Please take a few weeks off during your summer vacation.  Refresh, relax and take a moment 
to think if you could help about ten Sundays a year for one hour.  You can do more, you can do 
less, but take time to think if you can “do”. 

The RE start date of August 24th will be fast approaching and I’d love to be able to announce 
that we can hold all the classes that we need this fall.  Before I do, I need some volunteers to help 
me make the change! 

Thank you to all of you for all you do at the CVUU and outside of it.  I know we are all busy 
in our own ways and I want you to know, you inspire me to do as much as I can (and sometimes 
too much) to help make changes in schools and the community.  Enjoy your summer and take 
time to relax and reflect on all of your hard work. 

Cheers!                   Angie Stafsholt, DCRE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Josiah Quincy, a Unitarian and president of Harvard University from 1828 to 1845, 
died at age ninety-two on July 1, 1864. 



On June 5, 1897 Charles Hartshorne was born in Kittanning, Pennsylvania.  He was a profound 
thinker and philosopher who taught at Harvard University, the University of Chicago, Emory 
University, and the University of Texas.  His focus was process theology, which he equated with 
idealist philosophy.  Hartshorne was an active Unitarian layman in the Austin, Texas church.  
Among his books are Creative Synthesis and the Philosophic Method (1970), Omnipotence and 
Other Theological Mistakes (1948), Creativity in American Philosophy (1984), and his 
autobiography, The Darkness and The Light (1990).  He also wrote Born to Sing:  An 
Interpretation and World Survey of Bird Song (1973).  Hartshorne died on October 9, 2000, at 
the age of one hundred-three. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CVUU ART AND BOOK SALE 

The CVUU Art and Book Sale will be held on Saturday, October 4th from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. in our building at 3912 Cedar Heights Drive in Cedar Falls. 

We will be collecting your donated art works and books over the next few months.  Contact 
me for art donations and Mary Day for book donations.  I may be reached at 319-429-1068 or e-
mail me at <wjbrown@cfu.net>.  Mary may be contacted at 319-230-6770 or via e-mail at 
<maday165@gmail.com>. 

Let your families and friends know about the sale so they can get it on their calendars. 

As you are cleaning out your closets or attics over the summer, don’t forget this event! 

Let me know if you are able to help with the sale.  I will add you to the list of those helping to 
make this a success. 

Bill Brown 

 
 

 

 

 

Beginning Sunday, June 8Beginning Sunday, June 8Beginning Sunday, June 8Beginning Sunday, June 8thththth    

services will be held in the Fellowship Hall.services will be held in the Fellowship Hall.services will be held in the Fellowship Hall.services will be held in the Fellowship Hall.    
 
 

THE ST. JOHN’S BIBLE 

One last reminder:  the exhibit of the St. John’s Bible will be at Prairiewoods on East Boyson 
Road in Hiawatha until June 8th. 

Viewing will be free but donations are gratefully accepted to help offset costs.  Public 
viewing hours will be posted at <www.prairiewoods.org> or you may call 319-395-6700 for 
more information. 

 
 
                                            Happy 4Happy 4Happy 4Happy 4thththth                                                                                                            of Julyof Julyof Julyof July!!    



John Marshall, first Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court and a Unitarian, 
died at age seventy-nine on July 6, 1835. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTION 
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”    

Social Action Plate Collection 
The summer collections will be held on Sunday, June 29th for the Cedar Valley Hospice, and 

on Sunday, July 27th for the Healthy Cedar Valley Coalition.  Since the beginning of the calendar 
year, we have raised the following amounts for local non-profits: 
 January – Guest at Your Table $551.39 
 March – North East Iowa Food Bank $357.00 
 April – Harbaugh-Williams Education Promise Fund $334.00 

Learn More About IUUWAN 
The newly formed Iowa Unitarian Universalist Witness Advocacy Network now has a 

Facebook page and a website.  The Facebook page at <www.facebook.com/IUUWAN> looks 
like a great way to stay in touch with issues of concern to the group.  One photo shows a group of 
UUs holding a Standing on the Side of Love banner in front of the Iowa Statehouse, displaying 
support for legislation replacing Iowa’s draconian HIV criminalization law.  There are other photos 
and links to articles on a range of issues that touch on UU values—from the treatment of 
immigrants to global climate change. 

On the website at <www.iuuwan.com> you can find the group’s mission and vision 
statements, covenant and by-laws, and more good links to articles of interest. 

We count on IUUWAN to bring UUs together from across Iowa to give greater visibility to 
our UU values. 

Thank you all for your support of CVUU Social Action throughout this year. 
Sally Browne 

Social Action Chair 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its monthly chapel from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the month.  The location is Lakeview Landing which is the 
first building on Southbrooke Drive just off West 9th Street in Waterloo. 

Mark your calendars for the summer chapels which will be on Wednesdays, June 25th and 
July 23rd. 

For more information or to R.S.V.P. that you will be able to join them in their service, contact 
Marilyn Desmond at 233-3454.  You need not be a resident to attend. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

The Sunday, July 6The Sunday, July 6The Sunday, July 6The Sunday, July 6thththth service will be followed by service will be followed by service will be followed by service will be followed by    
a a a a PPPPotluck otluck otluck otluck PPPPicnicicnicicnicicnic!!!!    

Team Hahn will provide beverages.Team Hahn will provide beverages.Team Hahn will provide beverages.Team Hahn will provide beverages.    
All of us will bring food to sAll of us will bring food to sAll of us will bring food to sAll of us will bring food to share.hare.hare.hare.    

 
 
 

 
 

 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    
Summers are busy with family time, vacations and just relaxing.  Do remember our members, 

friends and their families who are dealing with health or other life issues. 

Cindy Hahn’s father, Ronald Gerholdt, died Sunday, May 4th.  Condolences to Cindy, Roger 
and their family at this time of loss. 

Longtime UU member, Dorothy Wendt died May 10th.  There was a simple farewell service on 
Wednesday, May 14th at Kearns Funeral Home in Waterloo.  Don and Dottie’s three daughters 
were here and her grandson, Zeb, attended via skype.  Rev. Eva led the service and several UU 
members were in attendance.  Over the years, the Wendts were most generous to this congregation 
by sharing their musical talents.  At the end of this newsletter is the member Spotlight from 2009 
that Esther Kieffer wrote on Don and Dottie; it seemed appropriate to rerun it at this time. 

Our Intern Minister, Lynda Sutherland, has been home with a pinched nerve that’s causing pain 
in her shoulder and arm.  We hope she is feeling much better soon. 

Remember our “shut-ins” with thoughts, prayers, calls or a visit.  Dorothy Forsberg, Gordon 
Harrington and Brian Forster are at Friendship Village; Earl Van Fleet is at Rosewood. 

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in need of assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Adams, age ninety, and Thomas Jefferson, age eighty-three, the second and third U.S. 
presidents, respectively, died on the same day, July 4, 1826.  Exactly fifty years earlier, the 
thirteen colonies heard the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence, of which 
Jefferson was the author and Adams a primary editor.  Despite intense disagreement during their 
careers in political office, in later life they reconciled and conducted a famous correspondence, 
which included discussions of their differing views of Unitarianism. 
(Ed. Note:  According to history sources, Jefferson preceded Adams in death by just five hours 
on that July 4th.  Then, exactly five years later on July 4, 1831, our fifth president, James 
Monroe died.) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    ----    JULYJULYJULYJULY SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES    
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. unless stated otherwise 

 

JuneJuneJuneJune        1111stststst            RE and Bridging RE and Bridging RE and Bridging RE and Bridging SundaySundaySundaySunday    

Community Gardening:  GCommunity Gardening:  GCommunity Gardening:  GCommunity Gardening:  Growing the Next Generationrowing the Next Generationrowing the Next Generationrowing the Next Generation    
                 ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Angie Stafsholt, the congregation’s children 
Join us this Sunday to celebrate the children and the volunteers who bring our Religious 
Education to life!  All ages of our children will help in this service, which will end with a 
Bridging Ceremony for Hanna Gibson.  Please plan on attending to send Hanna with well 
wishes and love into her journey of young adulthood. 

JuneJuneJuneJune     8 8 8 8thththth    

Simple Faith?Simple Faith?Simple Faith?Simple Faith? ~~ Del Carpenter, TBA (WA) 
What is the faith proclaimed in our song, “Simple Faith?”  Though your faith is not simple, and 
my faith is not simple, Del Carpenter says “our faith” might be.  How can a faith that is 
adequate as guidance for a lifetime be simple?  Yet, describing a faith as “simple” might not say 
anything about whether or not it is profound, or easy to believe, or easy to practice. 

JuneJuneJuneJune 1 1 1 15555thththth    

Fathers and SonsFathers and SonsFathers and SonsFathers and Sons ~~ Bill Chene, TBA (WA) 
Today’s topic deals with the differences in parenting a father faces between raising a girl or a boy.  
There will also be some passages from The Satanic Verses.    

JuneJuneJuneJune 2 2 2 22222ndndndnd    

The Longest DayThe Longest DayThe Longest DayThe Longest Day    ~~ Karen Impola, Maureen Murphy (WA) 
We’ll look at how the changing seasons affect us, and how the summer solstice is celebrated in 
different times and places. 

June June June June 29292929thththth    

The Ego and The EarthThe Ego and The EarthThe Ego and The EarthThe Ego and The Earth ~~ Del Carpenter, TBA (WA) 
Maybe we could solve the challenges of the environmental crisis.  But, definitely we do not yet 
have the will to make the needed human changes.  Del Carpenter will present Rev. Michael 
Brown’s sermon explaining our species role as Ego to the earth.  Understanding that might help to 
lead us to the needed spiritual transformation. 

JuJuJuJulylylyly     6 6 6 6thththth    

UUtopUUtopUUtopUUtopia:  What Do UUs Believe About the Perfectia:  What Do UUs Believe About the Perfectia:  What Do UUs Believe About the Perfectia:  What Do UUs Believe About the Perfectaaaability of Humanity?bility of Humanity?bility of Humanity?bility of Humanity?  
                     ~~ Al Hays, Del Carpenter (WA) 
One hundred years ago, on July 28, 1914, the assassination of  Archduke Ferdinand of Austria 
triggered World War I.  The horrible carnage of this war, followed twenty-five years later by the 
Nazis and yet another brutal war, is often said to have destroyed the faith in the steady 
progress of humankind that many Europeans had held prior to that.  However, the humanist 
element in Unitarian Universalism still asserts that progress is possible in the ways that human 
beings treat each other.  We stress the creation of love and justice in this world, rather than hoping 
for them in heaven.  How do UUs relate to the notion of human progress?  What kind of faith in 
humanity can we maintain in our own cynical and disillusioned century? 
Note:  Following the service, join us for a Potluck Picnic. 

    
    

Services continued next page. . . 



    
July 13July 13July 13July 13thththth    

Violence Against Women in Today’s Modern WorldViolence Against Women in Today’s Modern WorldViolence Against Women in Today’s Modern WorldViolence Against Women in Today’s Modern World ~~ Bill Chene, John Miller (WA) 
This will be a discussion about who are the victims and perpetrators of violence against women and 
its relationship to external factors like poverty, terrorism, and religious beliefs. 

July 20July 20July 20July 20thththth    

Architects vs. GardenersArchitects vs. GardenersArchitects vs. GardenersArchitects vs. Gardeners ~~ Karen Impola, TBA (WA)    
Author George R. R. Martin says, “There are architects and gardeners.  The architects do 
blueprints before they drive the first nail, they design the entire house, where the pipes are 
running, and how many rooms there are going to be, how high the roof will be.  But the 
gardeners just dig a hole and plant the seed and see what comes up.”  He’s talking about different 
kinds of writers, but this can apply to other areas of life as well.  What are the implications of 
being an architect or a gardener of one’s own life? 

July 27July 27July 27July 27thththth 
Murphy’s Law:  Fate or FaithMurphy’s Law:  Fate or FaithMurphy’s Law:  Fate or FaithMurphy’s Law:  Fate or Faith????~~ John Miller, Karen Impola (WA)    
We all have had those moments when everything that could go wrong, did.  Some say it is just 
dumb luck.  Others claim it is predestination.  We will explore events in our daily lives from those 
two perspectives. 

 

 

 

 

BUDDHIST PATH 

Join us each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays in the balcony for meditation, walking meditation 
and discussion of Buddhist topics.  All are welcome. 

This is a great group to which to invite a friend or neighbor, someone who might enjoy having 
a place to meditate.  Come explore the living dharma with us. 

& && &&   && &   & && &&  

Pandit Rajmani Tigunait, Spiritual Head of the Himalayan Institute, is coming to Field of 
Yoga in Cedar Falls at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 6th.  His book, The Secret of the Yoga Sutra, 
is available at the studio.  For more detailed information on this event contact 
<mary@fieldofyoga.com> or go to <fieldofyoga.com>. 
 
 
 
 

SOME OBSERVANCES FOR 

THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND JULY INCLUDE: 

June 
5th is World Environment Day 

14th is Flag Day        19th is Juneteenth Day 
21st is Summer Solstice 

Cucumber month 
National Dairy month     National Rose month 

July 
22nd is Hammock Day (relax and enjoy!) 

27th is Parents’ Day 
 National Bison month      National Hot Dog month 

National Baked Bean month      National Ice Cream month 



HELP WANTED: 

Teachers and Helpers for the RE Classrooms for the next RE year 

Hours:  10:15 – 11:00 a.m. approximately every three weeks 

Requirements:  A willingness to help, have fun and wear a smile!  

If you are willing to help, 
please email Angie Stafsholt at <dcre@cedarvalleyuu.org>. 

 
 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALSCOMMUNITY MEALS 

On the fifth Tuesday of each month that has five Tuesdays, we work with First Christian, St. 
Luke’s Episcopal, United Church of Christ, Community of Christ, and Larry Gordon (from the 
Quaker group) to serve a free meal at First United Methodist Church at West 8th and Washington 
Streets in Cedar Falls.  Thanks to all who helped in April and at past meals. 

Our next Community Meal will be Tuesday, July 29th.  Volunteers are needed to set up 
tables and chairs that morning, donate cupcakes, serve from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., and clean up 
from 5:45 p.m. until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or contact Ruth Walker at 277-7044 or 
<ruthdbwalker@yahoo.com>. 

 
 
 
 
 

Joseph F. Jordan was born in Gates County, North Carolina, on June 6, 1863 of slave parents.  
One of the earliest black Universalist ministers, Jordan was distinguished for his work at the 
Suffolk Normal Training School in Suffolk, Virginia.  The training school was part of a 
Universalist mission and educational center started by Thomas Wise, an assistant of the first 
African-American Universalist minister, Joseph H. Jordan in 1898.  Joseph F. Jordan became 
principal of the school in 1904 and it flourished under his direction providing educational 
opportunities to thousands of black children.  Jordan remained the principal of the Suffolk Normal 
Training School until his death on May 1, 1929. 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE ! 

Sunday, August 24th will be the start of a new RE year. 



The English author Charles Dickens, a Unitarian, died at age fifty-eight on June 9, 1870. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

GREEN  LIVING  CORNER 

Getting to Know Our Native Prairies, Savannahs, Woodlands, and Wetlands 

While the summer is here, you, your family, and friends can see some beautiful natural 
places that offer plants of many amazing Iowa native species.  Those tall and short plants with 
spectacular, biodiverse soil-holding and wildlife-saving virtues can be found nearby and within 
an easy drive in Iowa. 

(For a map of Iowa Prairies Open to the Public, see this website:  
<https://maps.google.com/maps/msmsa=0&msid=200575810392790529735.0004b9f54c84e5a7
dc8b3&dg=feature>.) 

What, exactly are “Native Plants”? 
A simple definition of “native plants” from the Iowa Living Roadway Trust (at 

<http://www.iowalivingroadway.com/IowaPlants.aspx>) is: 

� Plants that occur naturally in an area and are thus better suited for survival 
 under natural conditions. 
� Plant species that occur naturally in a particular region, ecosystem and/or habitat 
 without direct or indirect human actions. 

Prior to the mid-1800s, over eighty-five percent of the state was covered in prairie grasses and 
flowers.  Wetlands, savannas, and woodlands were other important native plant communities of the state. 

For a database of our native plants, see:  <http://www.iowalivingroadway.com/NativePlants.aspx>. 

Before you go, consider this praise for the native prairies, savannahs, woodlands, and 
wetlands of Iowa.  According to the Iowa Living Roadway Trust at 
<http://www.iowalivingroadway.com/index.aspx>, establishing native plantings: 

� provides low-maintenance weed and erosion control, 
� reduces surface runoff and erosion by improving infiltration, 
� reduces snow drifting and winter glare, 
� ensures sustainability by increasing species diversity, 
� enhances wildlife habitat, 
� beautifies the landscape by providing ever-changing color and texture throughout 
 the year, 
� preserves our natural heritage. 

These plantings of native species are so important that there are several funding programs 
that encourage people to plant on their own or community organizations’ land.  For details, see:  
<http://www.tallgrassprairiecenter.org/plantiowanative/?q=landowner>. 

Happy Prairie Peeping  (and―I hope―planting)!            ~Donna Davis 

 
 
 

 



UU Spotlight ~~ Don and Dorothy Wendt 
(Repeated from the December 2009 newsletter) 

 

“This month’s Spotlight shines on our long-time members, Don and Dorothy 
Wendt.  Dorothy shares the important role music has played in their lives, 
including how they met.  For many decades they have made music throughout 
the Cedar Valley improving our quality of life.  Music has definitely “made 
their world go ’round”.”            Esther Kieffer 

“I grew up in Cedar Falls and have a long history at ISTC (Iowa State 
Teachers College).  I attended preschool by age three which was in a little 
white wooden building at the middle of the campus.  My father taught in the 
Ed. Psych. Department at that time and would bring his classes in and out of 
this building to observe.  My brother, Don, was three years older and very 
advanced for his age.  When I got a little older we would walk up the hill 
(Merner Ave.) together.  I would take two steps for every one of his. 

“Our father’s death (suicide), when I was nine years old was devastating.  
My mother decided to move to Cresco where we could live with her mother 
while she got some library training.  Then she took work at the University of 
Minnesota one summer to complete her library training.  We were in the habit 
of walking with mother to work at the library in the evening.  Brother Don and 
I would sit and read until it was time to lock up for the night.  I have always 
had a fondness for libraries and loved to read. 

“When we returned to Cedar Falls after my brother Don’s high school 
graduation we lived in our family home on 20th Street and he went to college.  
That was 1943 and the war had started, so like so many others at that time, he 
had to put college on hold and entered the army.  He was a fine pianist and off 
to a good start at college, but that wasn’t finished until three years later after 
the war ended. 

“I had studied oboe, my main instrument with Myron Russell, who years 
later became head of the Music Department.  I enjoyed those years immensely.  
I had a full tuition scholarship and was able to have a double major of oboe and 
violin while I was studying and practicing or working in the art building. 

“After graduating from college I taught my first year in Charles City after 
which I accepted a position in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  I enjoyed this and began 
saving money to go on to graduate school.  After two years I went to 
Northwestern University in Evanston, IL to get my Master’s degree.  There 
were a lot of good things that came out of that, but I would agree that it is 
better to stay in one spot a little longer.  I liked teaching in Kalamazoo and had 
good encouragement, but I was too eager to get another degree.  As it 
happened, Don Wendt and I met when I was at Evanston.  He was teaching 
instrumental music in the schools there and also playing in the Chamber 
Orchestra at Northwestern as I was.  Our friendship soon turned into a 
romance and we were married in March 1951. 



“We moved to Atlanta, Georgia after being accepted to play with the 
Atlanta Symphony; Don was also hired by the school system.  Since I was 
expecting our first baby “any day”, Don moved ahead of me and baby Sandra 
and I flew down to Atlanta when she was a week old!  That was a momentous 
trip.  When our second daughter was born two years later, I spoke with the 
conductor about my need to be home with my little ones and he arranged for 
me to come to rehearsals only when the music called for English Horn, finding 
a replacement for me on oboe which made me very happy. 

“Although Atlanta has changed vastly since we were there in the ’50s, racial 
intolerance brought us back north.  We had a very nice young, dependable 
black woman who worked for us helping with the girls when I had to play with 
the Symphony, but we were dismayed by our neighbors racial slurs.  The last 
straw was when the principal asked Don to sign a paper saying he would refuse 
to teach in an integrated school. 

“Our first winter back here couldn’t have been more exciting for our two 
little girls seeing snow for the first time.  Our third daughter, Kathryn was 
born here at Allen Hospital. 

“I taught in Cedar Falls, while Don took work at ISTC to get his Masters.  
When he finished they offered him a position on the Music staff where he 
spent the next thirty-one years teaching clarinet and bassoon, plus required 
music courses.  I taught until the 1960s when I decided to quit and have more 
time for our three daughters.  I did some private teaching at home and was 
happy to have more time at home. 

“Our oldest daughter, Olive (Sandra) has lived in California a long time.  
Carol, our second oldest daughter, lives and teaches autistic children in 
Richmond, VA, where her dad grew up.  She has a son, our only grandson, 
Zeb.  Kathryn and her husband have worked for the government for some 
time.  They are finally going to have enough time off to go on a cruise next 
month.  We are happy for them. 

“Don grew up in a musical family in Richmond, VA.  He and his youngest 
brother (of four boys) are the only ones who pursued music as a career.  His 
father was a violinist and teacher in the schools. 

“We both grew up Methodists, but after marriage did a lot of searching and 
questioning.  Finally, we joined the UU Fellowship here in Cedar Falls—
probably forty years ago.  Then we took a detour, searching for a period of time, 
after a change of ministers.  Ultimately, we came back to UU; it is very 
important to us.  Don had enjoyed playing with the New Horizons Band but 
due to health problems he has discontinued that.  He attends church when he 
can.  We have enjoyed our retirement years together and currently live at 
Friendship Village in Waterloo.” 


