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********   2014  ******** 
 

MAY   4 10:00 A.M.   COMMUNITY GARDENING:  GOOD FENCES  – Rev. Eva Cameron, John Miller*  
 11:30 A.M.   Adult Forum 

MAY  11 10:00 A.M.   FESTIVAL SUNDAY / FLOWER COMMUNION / CHILD DEDICATION 
    COMMUNITY GARDENING:  THE TREE IS KNOWN BY ITS FRUIT  
                      – Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola* 
 11:30 A.M.   Adult Forum 

MAY  18 10:00 A.M.   COMMUNITY GARDENING:  WEEDING  – Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene* 

 11:15 A.M.   CVUU ANNUAL MEETING  

MAY  25 10:00 A.M.   MEMORIAL DAY CHAPEL SERVICE 
     MUSINGS FROM THE MINISTRY OUTSIDE THE CHURCH  
                                        – Rev. Kali Hayslett, John Miller* 
 Following the Chapel Service:  All Church Clean-up and Potluck 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
      9:30/10:00 A.M.  Quaker/UU Services 
    10:15 A.M.  Children’s RE (except the 11th and 25th) 
    11:00 A.M.  Coffee / Announcements 
    11:30 A.M.  Adult Forum (except the 18th and 25th) 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and 
intellectual explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice 
for religious diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

I write this on a startlingly clear sunny day in April, as we 
are still holding our breath, waiting for spring to truly arrive.  
The buds are heavy, occasionally popped.  The grass is greening, 
but it’s so cold still—and after our long winter, we are all so 
eager for the warmth and relaxation that comes from just being 
able to head out without a coat and enjoy the day.  Hopefully by 
the time this arrives in your inbox or mailbox, the shift will have 
happened and we will be unfurling our wings a bit. 

May is the season we stretch ourselves as a community too.  
We will have our Congregational Meeting and make some budget 
decisions.  We will decide on some church leaders for the coming 
year.  All these things matter.  I hope you’ll come out and vote! 

I remember, as a kid, sitting through Congregational 
Meetings.  When I was little I remember thinking it was such 
boring grown-up stuff, which didn’t seem to matter much.  It was 
funny to me that the grown-ups were so interested, even 
impassioned about things such as numbers, or social action items 
to be taken to General Assembly.  Later, as I got older, into high 
school, our Association began a process of re-writing the bylaws.  
It came up from the grass roots, and I remember sitting around in a 
small group, passionately discussing the merits of this idea or that.  
Later in the year, our congregation voted on these items, and sent 
our favorite language along with our delegates to the national 
General Assembly.  I began to see how fun it was to belong to this 
big network of Unitarian Universalists, each of whom had a voice 
in shaping who we are as a people.  Right around that same time, 
our congregations discussed, and then the national body voted on, 
whether or not we wanted our UU Ministers to perform same-sex 
marriages—even if they would not be legal.  The answer was a 
resounding yes.  And so it was, that as I entered into ministry back 
in 1988, I began doing same-sex marriages as well as marriages for 
heterosexual couples.  It was a bit sad not to be able to sign a 
license on some weddings I did, and to be able to sign it on others.  
How proud I am to be an Iowan, where signing a license for all 
couples I marry is now a reality. 

So, come vote at our meeting, and lend your voice.  Also 
consider attending the national meeting, our General Assembly, 
which this year will be held in Providence, Rhode Island.  GA’s 
are always at the end of June.  If this year doesn’t work out for 
you, you can check online for future GA’s.  The UU volunteers 
who make up the planning committee usually have the locations 
planned several years out.  We meet all over the country, so as to 
include all sorts of different congregations. 

See you in church, 
 
 
 
 

RE SUNDAY 

RE Sunday will be Sunday, June 1st. 
Please mark your calendars so you will be able to attend! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

UU historical facts in our newsletters are contributed 
by Mica Lorenz and taken from 

This Day in Unitarian Universalist History 
by Frank Schulman – Skinner House Books. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

One of my favorite songs by Bob Dylan is called “Tangled 
Up in Blue.”  It’s a ballad about two lovers who are drawn to 
each other repeatedly over a period of years but can never quite 
establish an enduring relationship.  Its deeper theme is about 
opportunities not quite realized. 

The CVUU has been Pam’s and my extended family for 
nearly thirty-five years.  It provided a safe, constructive 
environment for our children as they grew up, and it continues 
to meet many of our needs for spiritual growth and community 
support.  I’m sure it has the same importance for many of you 
who are reading this column.  And yet, there are many times 
when I feel like this community has a potential out there which 
it is not quite reaching.  There is a lot more that we could be 
doing for ourselves and for the community at large that we 
haven’t quite found the energy and commitment to do. 

This feeling comes to the fore during the Stewardship 
Campaign each year.  We always manage to raise enough 
money to keep going and to provide for the staffing that we 
need to maintain the vitality of our community.  However, we 
most often come up a few thousand dollars short of what we 
really need to do our job better.  Many people are pledging 
generously, but others haven’t made the strong financial 
commitment that would help our congregation grow. 

This feeling also comes to the fore with regard to membership.  
Every year we bring new people in the door, and some people 
leave.  These gains and losses are, to some extent, inevitable in 
any congregation.  However, it is clear that there are a lot of 
people out there in the community who share our basic values 
and spiritual orientation and yet are not being drawn into our 
community.  If we had all the “closet” UUs and “budding” UUs 
join us, we’d have such a large congregation that we’d have to 
build a new building! 

I don’t mean for this column to be a downer.  Rather, I 
mean it as a challenge to all of our members to contribute more 
of their energy towards realizing our potential.  You can do it 
by adding $50 to your pledge, to help enhance our financial 
well-being.  You can do it by getting involved in a council or 
committee and lending your energy to making that aspect of 
congregational life better.  For example, how about helping out 
our new Public Relations Committee as they work on new ways 
to reach out.  You can do it by recommending the group to 
friends who may be among the “nones” in terms of religious 
affiliation but who might benefit from a free, accepting 
religious community. 

Together, we can make 2014-2015 a year in which we 
move closer to being what we really can be as a congregation. 

Al Hays 
President of the Board 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JOYS andJOYS andJOYS andJOYS and SORROWS SORROWS SORROWS SORROWS    
Spring seems to have finally ‘sprung’!  Please remember our 

members, friends and their families who are dealing with health or 
other life issues. 

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in 
need of assistance. 



WHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IN  RN  RN  RN  RE?E?E?E?    

At the end of this month, RE comes to an end for this church 
year.  I always feel like it starts with a flurry, then it settles and 
quiets down.  Then, at the end, it’s a flurry again!  Please join us on 
June 1st to celebrate RE and the kids who are in RE.  We will also 
recognize with much gratitude the volunteers who helped make each 
Sunday a success! 

Another very important part of this Sunday is the Bridging 
Ceremony.  Hanna Gibson will be bridging this year.  To think that I 
remember teaching her in RE when she was my daughter’s age!  Geesh. 

If you didn’t know, Kevin and I have been teaching Our 
Whole Lives (OWL) to the seventh to ninth graders this year, 
along with a wonderful co-teacher, Erin Cubit.  (If you are 
unfamiliar with what OWL is, it helps participants make informed 
and responsible decisions about their sexual health and behavior.  
It equips participants with accurate, age-appropriate information in 
six subject areas:  human development, relationships, personal 
skills, sexual behavior, sexual health, and society and culture.) 

I think of teaching OWL as a good representation of the RE 
year.  It starts out feeling a little uncomfortable.  For OWL it’s 
because the classmates come in feeling awkward and uncertain 
about the topic.  For the other RE classes, it’s because we are excited 
and usually bursting at the seams with new and “old” kids!  The 
teachers are feeling a little uncertain and awkward too.  Then, mid-
year comes.  The kids settle in and the teachers do too.  The OWL 
kids are feeling more comfortable each week and have become 
friends with each other.  The same is true for the other RE classes.  
The one difference is, participation is always consistent for OWL; 
but for RE, it’s easy to sleep in on cold winter mornings (especially 
this year).  Then spring has sprung!  We have a new sense of 
motivation.  The OWL kids are way more confident about the class 
and, more importantly, themselves.  The same is true for all the RE 
classes and it’s nice to see the kids attend regularly. 

The evolution of the RE year is a great thing to watch and 
even greater when you are part of it.  To see the kids change 
throughout the year is a wonderful thing.  Then, to see them 
change year after year is an even more wonderful thing! 

The epitome of RE is Bridging, when a youth becomes 
recognized as a young adult in our congregation.  Please join us on 
June 1st to see how the kids have changed throughout this year and 
how Hanna has become a lovely young adult.  It is a service you are 
sure to enjoy!  How could you not, it’s full of our kids! 

Angie Stafsholt, DCRE 
 

~~~~~     ~~~~~~~     ~~~~~ 
Join Us For Our Annual UU 

 

           All-CHURCH                           All-CHURCH 
            CLEAN-UP                                POTLUCK 

 

 

SUNDAY,  MAY 25th 
 

~~~~~~~     ~~~~~~~~~~~     ~~~~~~~ 
 
On May 14, 1849 Transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau published 
“Resistance to Civil Government”, later titled “On Civil Disobedience”.  
Mohandas Gandhi said he took one of the names of his movement 
from Thoreau’s essay, which impressed him deeply.  Martin Luther 
King Jr. said Thoreau’s essay inspired the civil rights movement. 

From The Mother’s Dictionary 
Puddle:  A small body of water that draws other  

small bodies wearing dry shoes into it. 
 
 
 
 

THE ST. JOHN’S BIBLE 

The exhibit of the St. John’s Bible will be at Prairiewoods 
on East Boyson Road in Hiawatha from May 2nd to June 8th .  
What a lovely time of year for a visit to Prairiewoods and to take 
in this work of art relevant in the 21st Century. 

Viewing will be free but donations are gratefully accepted to 
help offset costs.  Public viewing hours will be posted at 
<www.prairiewoods.org> or you may call 319-395-6700 for 
more information. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CVUU “ART SALE” 
URGENT:  May 17th Deadline ~~ read below!!! 

A meeting was held on April 27th to establish a committee 
for the CVUU Art Sale.  The sale will be held on a Saturday later 
this year.  A “Book Sale” will coincide with this event. 

More details will be coming in June after some committee 
meetings.  For now, we still need committee members to help with 
media promotion and coordinating activities for the event. 

In the coming weeks we would like to have an idea of how 
many works and types of works you will donate.  Please consider 
the following: 
�  Donations of art that you are no longer using.  Appropriate 

items include:  paintings, drawings, prints, ceramics, fiber arts, 
and sculptures. 
�  Donations of “original” works of art.  (We could split the 

proceeds, if needed.) 
�  We are considering renting tables to artists to sell their works. 
�  No art to donate?  That is okay.  We need your help so 

donate some volunteer time. 
�  We will sell refreshments in the Fellowship Hall so volunteer 

to bake or make coffee. 

WHAT DO YOU DO NOW?  Contact Bill Brown by May 17th 
if you have artwork to donate, wish to volunteer, or have any 
questions about the event.  Bill’s e-mail is <wjbrown@cfu.net> 
and his phone is 319-429-1068. 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT RE DATES!! 

May 11th ~  

Festival Sunday and Child Dedication – No RE Classes  

May 25th ~  

Memorial Day Weekend – No RE Classes  

June 1st ~  

Join us for RE Sunday!! 



BUDDHIST PATH 

Join us each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays in the balcony for 
meditation, walking meditation and discussion of Buddhist topics.  
All are welcome. 

This is a great group to which to invite a friend or neighbor, 
someone who might enjoy having a place to meditate.  Come 
explore the living dharma with us. 

 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its monthly 
chapel from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month.  The location is Lakeview Landing which is the first 
building on Southbrooke Drive just off West 9th Street in 
Waterloo.  Mark your calendars for this month’s meeting which 
will be Wednesday, May 28th. 

For more information or to R.S.V.P. that you will be able to 
join them in their service, contact Marilyn Desmond at 233-3454.  
You need not be a resident to attend. 

 

 
 
 

 

ADULT FORUMS IN MAYADULT FORUMS IN MAYADULT FORUMS IN MAYADULT FORUMS IN MAY    

Join other UUs on Sundays at 11:30 a.m. to learn and share 
your thoughts about UU-related topics.  If you would like to help 
facilitate a future session, please contact Heather Flory at 
<forums@cedarvalleyuu.org>. 

May  4th 
Planning and Budgeting for 2014-15 
Facilitator:  Al Hays, President of the Board 

Do you have questions or thoughts to share about how the CVUU 
should make plans for our budget in the next fiscal year?  Join us to 
discuss items to be voted on at the Annual Meeting on May 18th. 

May 11th 
Living the Interdependent Web, Part 6 –  
Skillful Means:  Toward Peace, Liberty and Justice for All 
Facilitator:  Lynda Sutherland 

Our 6th Principle states that we have a goal of world community 
with peace, liberty and justice for all.  But what does that mean for us?  
How can we, right here in the Cedar Valley, help to bring about the 
changes that can bring this vision a little closer in our everyday lives?  
Student Minister Lynda Sutherland discusses what she has learned at 
the national Allies for Racial Equity conference and the recent 
Undoing Racism workshop at Allen Hospital. 

May 18th  No Adult Forum 
Due to the Annual Meeting, there will be no Adult Forum this Sunday. 

May 25th  No Adult Forum this holiday weekend 
There will be no Adult Forum until the fall.  Enjoy your summer! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

PRAIRIEWOODS 

A Place of Peace and Transformation 

Two Programs for Alzheimer Caregivers by Rev. Dr. Jade 
Angelica, the UU Community Minister in Dubuque, will be 
happening at Prairiewoods in Hiawatha. 

Hope and Inspiration:   
A Retreat for At-Home Alzheimer Caregivers 

will take place on Thursday, May 1st from 5:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Inspiration and Technique for Professional and 
At-Home Alzheimer Caregivers 

will take place on Friday, May 2nd from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

Following both programs Rev. Angelica will sign copies of her 
new book, Where Two Worlds Touch:  A Spiritual Journey Through 
Alzheimer’s Disease. 

To register, contact Prairiewoods at <prairiewoods.org> or 
call 319-395-6700. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

MAY SERVICESMAY SERVICESMAY SERVICESMAY SERVICES    

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. unless stated otherwise 
 

May  4May  4May  4May  4thththth    

Community GardCommunity GardCommunity GardCommunity Gardening:  Good Fencesening:  Good Fencesening:  Good Fencesening:  Good Fences    
 ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron,  John Miller (WA) 

We all understand the value of a good fence when we are 
battling the rabbits for our garden, but what place is there for a 
fence in Liberal Religion?  In this sermon, we will explore rigor 
in religion. . .do we value it?  Have we become lazy religiously, 
spiritually? 

May 11May 11May 11May 11thththth            Festival SundayFestival SundayFestival SundayFestival Sunday    

Community Gardening:  Community Gardening:  Community Gardening:  Community Gardening:  The Tree is Known by Its FruitThe Tree is Known by Its FruitThe Tree is Known by Its FruitThe Tree is Known by Its Fruit    
 ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Karen Impola (WA) 

Join us for this fun annual event. . .our Flower Communion!  We 
invite each of you to bring a flower to share.  We will join them 
as one into a beautiful bouquet and everyone will go home with a 
new flower.  This is also Child Dedication Sunday when we will 
‘dedicate’ our new babies and children (see article). 

May 18May 18May 18May 18thththth    

Community Gardening:  WeedingCommunity Gardening:  WeedingCommunity Gardening:  WeedingCommunity Gardening:  Weeding 
            ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (WA)    

Are you starting to weed your garden yet?  Our religious journey 
invites us to work on weeding too:  the good from the bad, the 
skillful from the unskillful, the baby from the bathwater. 

May 25May 25May 25May 25thththth   Memorial Day Chapel ServiceMemorial Day Chapel ServiceMemorial Day Chapel ServiceMemorial Day Chapel Service    

Musings from the Ministry Outside the ChurchMusings from the Ministry Outside the ChurchMusings from the Ministry Outside the ChurchMusings from the Ministry Outside the Church    
 ~~ Rev. Kali Hayslett,  John Miller (WA) 

As the Sunday before Memorial Day, it seems appropriate to take 
a moment to think about the many joys and sorrows of the passing 
year.  As a hospice and hospital chaplain, Rev. Hayslett’s daily life 
is filled with experiences of what it means to “live while dying”.  
Please join us this Sunday as she shares some stories about her 
ministry and what she believes it means to live well. 
Note:  following this service there will be an All-church Clean-up 
and Potluck.  See article elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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CVUUs 

WE NEED YOUR BRAINWE NEED YOUR BRAINWE NEED YOUR BRAINWE NEED YOUR BRAIN!!!!    

Wednesday, May 14th, 4:45 p.m. 

Have you ever given or received some kind of valuable 
assistance or support from another member of CVUU?  Did you 
feel good about the caring experience?  It’s an important part of 
being a member of a community—but we at CVUU could 
probably do a better job at carrying out our “caring experiences.” 

Lynda Sutherland, ministerial intern, and a few other people 
are energetically planning a “Caring Connection” strategy for 
CVUU to devise some new ways for us to reach out to each other 
and provide a loving safety net when needed. 

We’d like your ideas!  If you have some thoughts about how 
our community should respond to those difficult times that most 
of us face at some time or other—serious illness, surgery, new 
baby, death in the family, unemployment, depression, etc.—
please join us at a brainstorming event on Wednesday, May 14th 
at 4:45 p.m. at CVUU. 

There is no reason for any one of our members not to have 
the help that they would really like during hard times—assistance 
such as meals, visits, transportation, emergency babysitting, a 
listening ear, a helpful link to a needed resource, etc. 

Our congregation is full of caring people who would be glad 
to provide that assistance, but no efficient way of knowing about 
the needs that our members have, and no way to quickly find the 
people to meet the needs. 

So please join us for this one-time, one-hour brainstorming 
event and help us solve this problem and create a dynamic 
Caring Connection.  It’s BYOB (bring your own brain).  If you 
have questions, contact Lynda at <lyndajoy70@gmail.com>. 

Pam Hays, Lynda Sutherland 
and the Caring Connection team 

 
 
 
 

 

NEW  HORIZONS BAND SPRING CONCERTNEW  HORIZONS BAND SPRING CONCERTNEW  HORIZONS BAND SPRING CONCERTNEW  HORIZONS BAND SPRING CONCERT    

The New Horizons Band spring concert will be Monday, 
May 5th at 7:30 p.m. in the Great Hall of the Gallagher-Bluedorn 
Performing Arts Center on the UNI campus. 

Under the direction of Diana Blake, the band features 
musicians from all over Iowa including our own Esther Kieffer 
(flute), Donna Kroeger (sax), Moria Brown (flute), and UU 
friend, Lewis Lynch (sax).  Roger and Cindy Hahn have been 
known to volunteer their time as ushers for the concerts. 

Band members are fifty and older and there are two concerts 
per year which are free, but there is a free will offering during 
treat time following the concert.  These donations go into the 
general music scholarship fund at UNI for all music scholarships.  
You won’t want to miss this fun evening of wonderful music (or 
the treats!). 

 

 

 

MYSTERY FRIENDS 

Thank you to all of our Mystery Friends!  It was a great 
success and enjoyed by both young and old!  Thank you to Moria 
Brown for helping arrange the friends! 

~Angie 

The Boston Society for the Religious Improvement of Seamen 
was organized in Boston on May 12, 1812 under the leadership of 
Unitarian Joseph Tuckerman.  Its purpose was “to distribute tracts of 
a religious and moral kind for the use of seamen, and to establish a 
regular divine service on board of their merchant vessels.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

HELP WANTED: 

Teachers and Helpers for the RE Classrooms 

for the next RE year 

Hours:  10:15 – 11:00 a.m. approximately every three weeks 

Requirements:  A willingness to help, have fun and wear a smile!  

If you are willing to help, please email Angie Stafsholt 
at <dcre@cedarvalleyuu.org>. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
KEEPING AMERICA BEAUTIFUL WITH THE UUS! 

Get your exercise.  Enjoy the spring (hopefully)! 
Sunday, May 4th from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Show our UU Green and Adopt-A-Highway. 

This is our second year with our “Adopt-A-Highway” 
event.  On Sunday, May 4th we will again venture forth to keep 
our section of Hwy 20 (from mile-marker 226 to 228—
basically a two mile stretch between Cedar Falls and Waterloo) 
clear of litter.  The DOT will supply us with orange vests and 
garbage bags; we will supply the humans to walk along the 
“grassy areas” only between the roadside and the fences and 
pick up any litter.  We are not allowed to walk along or beside 
the roadside area or the median area, for safety reasons.  The 
DOT takes care of this area. 

We will meet at the church at 2:00 p.m. and carpool to the 
area.  Please wear good sturdy shoes and long pants, shirts, heavy 
gloves and hats.  The grassy areas are not mowed. 

Remember the old adage, “Many hands make light work.” 

If you plan to join us, please contact me via email at 
<mikemica@gmail.com> or just show up at the church. 

The Iowa DOT requires that kids under fourteen be closely 
supervised.  If you are under fourteen you must bring a parent or 
another adult with you to work beside you. 

Mica Lorenz 



GREEN  LIVING  CORNER 

This month’s article is again from the Arbor Day Foundation.  
More information is available at <arborday.org>.  This is Part 2 
of a two-part series, the first was last month if you missed it and 
want to check it out. 

How to Attract Songbirds and Wildlife 

The presence of wildlife can make a backyard or 
woodlot a special place for your family.  As urban and 
suburban development displaces many birds and animals 
from their natural habitat, it becomes increasingly 
important for landowners to provide mini-sanctuaries for 
wild birds and other wildlife.  Working with these principles 
can help you provide habitat that will attract birds and 
wildlife to your home. 

 
 
 
 

 

Provide Water 

No matter what their individual food preferences may be, all 
birds and animals need a dependable source of water close by.  
This can be supplied in your yard by creating a small pool or 
birdbath in a protected place.  Even a dripping tap will help. 

 

 
Provide Food 

Having a wide variety of trees with high food value is the 
single best way to increase your pleasure from viewing wildlife.  
Champion wildlife feeders include: 
 Seeds Summer Fruit Nuts and Acorns 
 • Ashes • Cherries • Butternut 
 • Birches • Dogwoods • Black Walnut 
 • Firs • Plums • Chestnuts 
 • Hemlock • Apricots • Hazels 
 • Maples • Hickories 
 • Spruces • Oaks 
 • Sweetgum • Pecans 

Fall and Winter Fruit 
These are especially important to help wildlife through the 

worst part of the year and to save early arriving summer birds 
that get caught in late-season snowstorms. 
 • Apples • Crabapples • Dogwoods 
 • Hackberry • Hawthorns • Mountain Ash 

Create Variety 

Good natural habitat features variety—in plant species, in 
slopes and terrain, in plant height, and in transition between plant 
communities. 

 
 
 
 
Build sloping, rock-faced mounds where birds can probe 
for food in rock crevasses or forage on the sheltered slopes. 

~Donna Davis 
 
 

 
 

Laelius Socinus, founder of Unitarianism in Poland, died at age 
thirty-seven on May 14, 1562 in Zurich, Switzerland.  His nephew, 
Fautus Socinus, inherited his papers and continued his work. 

John Lowell was born on May 11, 1769 in Newburyport, Massachusetts.  
He trained as a lawyer but enjoyed farming with scientific methods 
at his farm in Roxbury, Massachusetts in what is now Boston.  A 
Unitarian, he was active in cultural and philanthropic circles, as 
well as Federalist causes.  “Mr. Madison’s War” was his most 
effective piece of writing. 

 
 

CHILD DEDICHILD DEDICHILD DEDICHILD DEDICATION CEREMONYCATION CEREMONYCATION CEREMONYCATION CEREMONY 

We plan to have a Child Dedication Ceremony during our 
service on Sunday, May 11th which is Mother’s Day this year.  
Holy and beautiful is the custom of child 
dedication.  Since ancient times parents have 
brought their children to their house of worship to be 
blessed and named and welcomed.  In recognition of 
the challenges of raising a child to moral and spiritual 
maturity, parents also come forth to ask for the help and wisdom 
of their own parents, friends and religious community. 

In the Unitarian Universalist tradition we teach that each child 
is born innocent, with unlimited potential to grow not only 
intellectually but spiritually and morally.  It is therefore up to us as 
parents, grandparents, godparents and members of a religious 
community to be teachers, models and creators of an environment 
in which children can grow and thrive to their full potential. 

So in this ceremony, we honor the child with the name that 
has been chosen, and dedicate ourselves to building the kind of 
world in which this little child, and all children, can grow to be 
spiritually, ethically and morally mature individuals. 

Although child dedications are most often provided for infants, 
a child can be dedicated at any age, and more than one child may be 
dedicated in our ceremony designed to honor each child. 

Please let Rev. Eva, Angie, or the church office know very 
soon if you are interested in participating. 

 
 
 

HOUSEKEEPING DETAILSHOUSEKEEPING DETAILSHOUSEKEEPING DETAILSHOUSEKEEPING DETAILS and THANK YOU! and THANK YOU! and THANK YOU! and THANK YOU!    

This is a reminder that the next newsletter will be what some 
refer to as our ‘summer issue’—it covers June and July.  If you 
have items for the calendar, be sure to have them to Janet by 
Wednesday, May 14th and articles to me by Friday, May 16th.  
Janet’s email is <administrator@cedarvalleyuu.org> and mine is 
<newsletter@cedarvalleyuu.org>.  These deadlines and email 
addresses are on our calendar page of each newsletter. 

As we move closer to the end of this church year, I want to 
express thanks to the “behind-the-scenes” people who help with each 
newsletter.  First, there is Janet in the office who pulls the 
calendar together so that all our monthly events are included in 
each issue (this is no small task!).  She also sends out the emails 
when the new issue is ready.  My husband, Steve, is ‘at the ready’ 
to assist with occasional computer dilemmas as well as provide 
the second set of eyes to help with proofing.  Copyworks prints 
our paper copies each time and they always do so very quickly 
for which I am grateful.  Jan Gallagher puts the newsletter on 
the website and updates the home page with the new info for 
each month.  Of course, we wouldn’t have a newsletter without the 
contributors—you may have noticed that some contribute every 
issue—which is a big commitment, to say the least! 

My sincere thanks to everyone for another successful year in 
keeping our congregation well-informed. 

Gerry Chamberlin, 
Editor 
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Social Action Plate Collection 
The Social Action Plate Collection on May 25th will 

benefit the Beyond Pink TEAM, a program of the Cedar 
Valley Cancer Committee that provides services for women 
living with breast cancer, including support groups, free and 
low-cost mammograms, and special events.  They also advocate 
for quality comprehensive care. 

The amount of the March collection, to be donated to the 
Feinstein Challenge for the Northeast Iowa Food Bank, is 
unknown at this time.  The amount raised in December for 
Project High Hopes of Grin and Grow Child Care was $169. 

Changes in Balloting for Social Action Collection 
In recent years CVUU members have selected ten 

organizations to receive our monthly Social Action Collection.  
This year, there will be some changes in the process.  First, 
instead of voting on those organizations in August or September, 
members will receive a ballot this year at the Annual Meeting on 
May 18th. 

Only nine slots to be filled will appear on the ballot this May 
in order to reserve the tenth slot for a donation to the newly-
formed Iowa UU Witness Advocacy Network.  Those of us on the 
Social Action Committee hope to foster the work of IUUWAN 
with an annual donation from the CVUU for the next two years. 

If you want to nominate an organization to receive a 
donation from CVUU members, please notify me by May 10th at 
<socialjustice@cedarvalleyuu.org>.  Although there are many 
groups worthy of our special plate collections, this year the 
Social Action Committee requests that each CVUU member 
nominate only one organization to appear on our ballot. 

Congregational Study/Action Issues 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Adult Forum 

discussion on April 13th.  Four speakers—Lynn Brant, Donna 
Davis, Al Hays, and Mike Knapp—presented perspectives on the 
five issues before UU congregations nationwide.  From those 
five, one issue will be chosen at this year’s General Assembly for 
further study over the next four years.  After listening to our 
speakers and reflecting on these issues, the members present 
voted to select issue 5, Renewing and Securing Our American 
Democracy, as the one our congregation could support as the 
most productive focus for future study and action. 

Sally Browne 
Social Action Chair 

 
 
 
 
 

Hilary and Julie Goodridge were married on May 17, 2004 at 
Unitarian Universalist headquarters with UUA president William 
Sinkford officiating.  This was the first day that marriage between 
people of the same sex was legal, resulting from a suit filed against 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by the Goodridges.  Their 
wedding was the first of its kind in Boston, though others were 
performed earlier that day in other parts of the state. 

Anne Milbank was born May 17, 1792.  She became the wife of the 
poet Lord George Gordon Byron, but she was also a poet herself, as 
well as a mathematician, metaphysician and noted philanthropist.  
Milbank established schools, gave asylum to fugitive slaves, and 
worked for the higher education of women and in the field of juvenile 
delinquency.  She attended  Essex Street Chapel (Unitarian) in London 
and supported “The National Review”, a liberal religious journal. 

 

 
 

 

May 25th All-Church Clean-up and Potluck 
Our semi-annual clean-up will begin following the morning’s 

chapel service.  As in past years, bring your work gloves, dust rags, 
polish, window cleaner, vacuums and gardening gear for cleaning 
indoors and out.  Dress for work and be prepared to have fun while 
working together to spruce up our church home. 

The Potluck will follow the clean-up so bring a dish to share.  
Beverages of coffee, tea and water will be provided by that 
morning’s Hospitality Group. 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL  MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

The annual congregational meeting of the Cedar Valley 
Unitarian Universalists will occur on Sunday, May 18th at 11:15 a.m. 
in the sanctuary.  Child care will be provided during the meeting. 

The major business of this meeting will be to: 
• Elect new officers and Board members 
• Decide on the budget for the coming year 
• Vote on bylaws changes related to the Ministry Council 

and the Committee on Ministry (attached at the end of this 
newsletter).  If you want to review the bylaws in their entirety, 
they are posted on the website. 

At this time, reports to the congregation from the minister and 
from the various councils and committees will also be received. 

If you have any other agenda items that you would like to 
bring before the congregation, please contact Al Hays. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME OBSERVANCES FOR MAY: 

National Bike month     Healthy Vision month 
Jewish American Heritage month 
Mental Health Awareness month 

National Mobility Awareness month 
National Physical Fitness and Sports month 

Mediterranean Diet month     Arthritis Awareness month 
 

 
 

Change is inevitable. . . 

except from vending machines. 

                                 Steven Wright



Below are the proposed Bylaw changes mentioned in the article “Annual Meeting Announcement” 
in this newsletter.  They will be voted on Sunday, May 18th at 11:15 a.m. 

during the Cedar Valley Unitarian Universalists Annual Meeting.  
 

BY-LAWS 

Article XII Councils and Committees 
Section A, 1 – Ministry Council 
EXISTING TEXT: 
A. Councils 
 The Board has organized Councils representing the diverse interests and needs of the congregation.  
These councils will be composed of committees that share a common mission within the Society.  The Board 
may organize these councils and committees as it determines will best meet the changing needs of the 
congregation. 
 

1. Ministry Council  
 Committee on Ministry, Caring Committee, Hospitality Committee, Outreach Committee, and 
 Marketing Team. 
 The mission of the Ministry Council is to welcome new members and to create a setting where each 
person is able to pursue spiritual growth; and to strengthen shared ministry by setting goals, evaluating the 
status of the ministry, and facilitating an open dialogue among members. 

 

REVISED TEXT: 
1. Ministry Council 
 Committee on Ministerial Life, Committee on Congregational Life 
 The mission of the Ministry Council is to create an environment of spiritual growth and strengthen the 
ministry shared by all members of the Cedar Valley Unitarian Universalists.  It is charged with sustaining 
and stimulating individuals who have accepted a formal ministerial role as well as promoting activities that 
contribute to the general health and spiritual growth of the congregation.  
 

Article XII 
Section C, 1 – Committee on Ministry 
EXISTING TEXT: 
C. Advisory Committees 
 Advisory Committees are established to suggest planning goals, changes in policy, or changes in 
relationships among different parts of the Society. 
 

1. Committee on Ministry 
 The Committee on Ministry is responsible for strengthening the quality of ministry within the Society.  
The Committee shall be composed of five (5) members appointed by the Board of Trustees.  Committee 
members shall serve three-year terms, with a staggered election of one (1) or two (2) members each year.  
The Committee will participate in setting goals and priorities of the ministry with the Board; review and 
evaluate the status of ministry annually; facilitate an open dialogue among the members of the Congregation; 
and perform other duties in support of shared ministry. 
 

REVISED TEXT: 
1. Committee on Ministry 
 The purpose of the COM should be twofold: 

a.  To reflect upon and assess the quality of the overall ministry of the Cedar Valley Unitarian Universalists.  
This includes assessing the role of professional, ministerial leadership in achieving and maintaining a 
high quality ministry; assessing how congregational activity is strengthening our shared ministry and 
assessing how the ministry of the CVUU is extending to the broader community.  The COM will 
annually report on the “State of the Ministry” for the Board, addressing each of these facets of ministry 
and making recommendations as appropriate. 

b.  To assist in the resolution of conflicts that may threaten the quality of that ministry, in the event that 
those conflicts cannot be resolved through direct communication among the parties involved. 

(continued next page) 



 
  

The Committee on Ministry shall be composed of five (5) members appointed by the Board of Trustees.  
Committee members shall serve three-year terms.  Appointments will be staggered, with one or two members 
appointed each year, as appropriate.  The Ministry Council and the Minister should identify prospective 
members who are representative of the congregation and make recommendations to the Board. 

 

Article XII 
Section C, Paragraph 3 – Personnel Committee 
EXISTING TEXT: 
3. Personnel Committee 
 The Personnel Committee shall be composed of the following three (3) members:  Vice President or 
designee of the Board of Trustees who shall serve as committee chair; and one representative each from the 
Committee on Ministry, and the Finance Council, both selected by their respective committee or council.  
The Committee is empowered to convene an advisory sub-committee, composed of members who have an 
understanding of the work performed by each employee, as a part of their ministry. 
 

REVISED TEXT: 
 The Personnel committee shall be composed of the following three (3) members:  Vice President or other 
designee of the Board of Trustees who shall serve as committee chair; one representative from the Finance 
Council, and one additional member appointed by the Board.  The Committee is empowered to convene an  
advisory sub-committee, composed of members who have an understanding of the work performed by each 
employee, as a part of his or her ministry. 
 

Article XV - Ministry 
EXISTING TEXT: 
 Uses the word “minister” throughout Paragraphs A-D 

REVISED TEXT:  
 Replace the word “minister” with “parish minister” throughout Paragraphs A-D 

 


