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********   2014  ******** 
 

JANUARY   5 10:00 A.M.   ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY / COMMUNION 
    COMMUNITY GARDENING:  REMEMBERING WHAT GRANDPA TAUGHT US 
                – Rev. Eva Cameron, John Miller* 
 11:30 A.M.   Adult Forum 

JANUARY 12 10:00 A.M.   MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. – P art 1:  A PROFILE IN COURAGE  
                   – Bill Chene, Del Carpenter* 
 11:30 A.M.   Adult Forum 

JANUARY 19 10:00 A.M.   MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. – P art 2 
     COMMUNITY GARDENING:  PURPOSE  – Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene* 

 11:30 A.M.   Adult Forum 

JANUARY 26 10:00 A.M.   COMMUNITY GARDENING:  TIMIN G – Rev. Eva Cameron, Maureen Murphy* 

 11:30 A.M.   Adult Forum 

*  ~ denotes Worship Associate REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
      9:30/10:00 A.M.  Quaker/UU Services 
    10:15 A.M.  Children’s RE 
    11:00 A.M.  Coffee / Announcements 
    11:30 A.M.  Adult Forum 

The mission of this organization is to be an accepting and supportive community that nurtures spiritual, emotional, and 
intellectual explorations, articulates ethical values, and encourages actions based on personal beliefs.  This community is a voice 
for religious diversity, human tolerance, improvement of the human condition, and preservation of our environment. 



CONVERSATION WITH EVA 

This month finds me visiting Meadville Lombard 
Theological School in Chicago, where I will gather with other 
teaching pastors for a time of learning more about how to best 
guide our Intern Lynda on her journey.  I attended last year, and 
really enjoyed meeting the other teaching pastors.  We were also 
offered some good nuggets of new scholarly thought. . .which for 
this pastor, now twenty-six years out of seminary, were a delight. 

As some of you know, traveling offers special challenges for 
me, since I have an allergy to corn and corn-derivatives.  This 
means I really struggle over the challenges of social gatherings 
where food is central, and I also struggle when I don’t have the 
safety of my own food in my own kitchen.  So keep me in your 
thoughts when I’m gone.  It’s kind of difficult to explain how 
challenging and awkward this all can be, but trust me that it can 
be truly exhausting. 

What I hold on to is how really exciting it is to be a 
Teaching Congregation.  I hope you are enjoying getting to know 
Lynda, and working with her to grow her sense of ministry in 
these coming years.  I love having her energy and presence 
among us, and watching her blossom as she learns new skills.  I 
love watching you navigate the concept of how to teach a person 
to be a Parish Minister.  This is a very fun way to grow our sense 
of community.  Some churches have been Teaching 
Congregations for years, and are quite accustomed to this role in 
their lives, but this is our first time.  As I watch it all unfold, it 
seems to be going well, but please do share your thoughts with 
the Ministry Council—kudos and growing edges both. 

Best wishes to you in the coming year! 
 
 

       
FVUUM 

The Friendship Village UU Ministry continues with its monthly 
chapel from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The location is Lakeview 
Landing which is the first building on Southbrooke Drive just off 
West 9th Street in Waterloo. 

We will return to our normal schedule of meeting on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month.  Mark your calendars; this 
month’s meeting will be Wednesday, January 22nd. 

For more information or to R.S.V.P. that you will be able to 
join them in their service, contact Marilyn Desmond at 233-3454.  
You need not be a resident to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UU historical facts in our newsletters are contributed by Mica 

Lorenz and taken from This Day in Unitarian Universalist History 
by Frank Schulman – Skinner House Books. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Happy New Year to everyone! 

As we enter another calendar year, my thoughts turn to 
congregational growth.  Growing a congregation requires 
multiple strategies, but it can perhaps be summed up in two short 
phrases—“Get ’em” and “Keep ’em.”  We first have to let people 
who might be interested know who we are and what we do as a 
congregation.  Then we have to devote attention to integrating 
new members fully into the life of the congregation so that they 
will want to stay. 

Key strategies that fit under the “Get ’em” heading include 
marketing and outreach.  Marketing means creating a clear image 
of who we are and making sure that image is communicated to 
the larger public.  I have recently recruited some energetic folks 
to form a Marketing Committee.  They will be meeting on 
Sunday, January 5th during the second hour, to start plotting some 
effective strategies for getting our message out.  Anyone who is 
interested is invited to join them. 

Outreach involves making our presence known in the 
community, making people want to look into us.  This can 
involve a variety of activities that benefit both the community 
and our congregation by increasing our visibility.  Any time we 
do a project like the Pride Fest booth, we are helping enhance our 
benefits.  This is especially important because, while most people 
know (or think they know) what a Presbyterian is, they are often 
clueless as to what a Unitarian Universalist is. 

Under the “Keep ’em” heading, we should be very conscious 
and deliberate about ensuring that new members are drawn ever 
more fully into the circle of our fellowship.  Under our 
reorganized Committee on Congregational Life, Mica Lorenz 
will continue her excellent work of meeting, welcoming, and 
integrating new members.  However, this integration process is 
everyone’s responsibility.  All congregational committees should 
make a special effort to get interested new members involved.  It 
is always tempting to continue to rely on the same tried and true 
volunteers to get things done, but unless newer members become 
more deeply engaged in our communal life, they are likely to 
drift away after a short time. 

All who are current members can share stories about how 
they first found out about us and how they have come to see this 
congregation as their home.  As we go about our weekly business 
as a congregation, let us be very intentional about making this 
process as easy and comfortable as possible for newcomers. 

**Special Note:  Pam and I will be traveling during the month of 
January.  Any questions concerning “presidential” matters should 
be directed to Lisa Kratz, our Vice President, who will be ably 
filling in for me while I am gone. 

Al Hays 
President of the Board 

 
 
 

Horatio Alger was born on January 13, 1832 in Revere, 
Massachusetts.  He graduated from Harvard Divinity School and 
was ordained in 1864 as a Unitarian minister in Brewster, 
Massachusetts.  Later he moved to New York City and devoted 
himself to literature, drawing on his experiences in social work at 
the Newsboys’ Lodging House in New York.  His books about 
young boys made him enormously popular and wealthy.  Alger 
was a prolific writer and produced 119 novels as well as 
collections of poetry and biographies of Abraham Lincoln and 
James Garfield.  He died on July 18, 1899. 



WHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IWHAT’S  HAPPENING  IN  RE?N  RE?N  RE?N  RE? 

This time of year always seems to spark some interesting 
conversations among kids in this community.  Izzy came home 
from school last week talking about how Adned, in her class, was 
telling her that he was told that people can hear spirits and God 
will become alive again, come down from the sky and create his 
own world.  She said she told him that he was just trying to freak 
her out about the spirits and that he was coocoo about the God 
thing.  In her mind, what kind of God would do such a thing? 

Then, last night we were at her dance class.  Apparently, 
they were having a discussion about what they were looking 
forward to during Christmas break while they were stretching.  
The discussion must have turned deeper, because when I walked 
into the room, a girl came up to her to tell her to remember Jesus.  
When Izzy just smiled at her politely and then smirked at me, I 
gave a look to both of them that indicated “What does Jesus have 
to do with dancing?”  The little girl evangelist informed me that 
my daughter only thinks of Christmas as presents and we need to 
remember Jesus.  I had a split second where I was going to 
inform this second grader that Jesus was probably born in June 
and we celebrate the giving of gifts to the ones we hold dear and 
the solstice (not to mention that her Jesus and my Jesus are 
probably a little different) but then I remembered “this has 
nothing to do with dance”. 

I would think I would be used to religious comments from 
kids after living in this area for ten years.  Last year during 
Halloween, while waiting for an elderly man to answer his door 
so they could yell “Trick or Treat”, a little ten year old witch 
asked Izzy and Landon if they “went to Prairie Lakes”.  When 
my kids looked to me with “what is Prairie Lakes” written on 
their faces, I told the little witch “No, we don’t.”  She then 
informed us that the church we go to isn’t as good as hers.  Huh? 
Reeeally?!  I stood there dumbfounded and offended by this little 
witch, but I just smiled in the dark.  I am still not used to the 
brashness of children in regards to their religious beliefs. 

When I was going through Lutheran confirmation classes as 
a tween, it was rumored that a girl (who dressed in black) was a 
devil worshiper.  We were still friends with her.  That was it, as 
bad as it got.  It didn’t matter if you went to a different church or 
if you went to church at all.  It just never came up.  While we 
were crimping our hair and listening to Tiffany, we never talked 
about how my church was better than yours or if God was going 
to create a new world.  We just didn’t. 

The night after Izzy was given a rudimentary introduction 
into the Muslim religion from her classmate Adned, we were able 
to have a deeper conversation with her.  Yes, it may seem like 
these other kids are nuts!  Yes, you may think they are wrong, but 
you need to remember that Adned is only repeating what he has 
been taught.  He is a nice friend with different beliefs.  We 
reminded her that we have taught her to always question and once 
she becomes an adult (or young adult), she can decide what she 
does or what she doesn’t believe.  It’s not for us to tell her what to 
believe, other than to be tolerant, respectful and caring, to live by 
the UU principles.  Thank goodness for those UU principles! 

Angie Stafsholt, DCRE 
 
 
 
 
Frances Anne Kemble, an English actress turned American 
abolitionist, died at age eighty-three on January 15, 1893.  She 
was heavily influenced by Unitarians William Ellery Channing 
and Lydia Maria Child. 

Unitarian abolitionist Sallie Holley died on January 12, 1893 in 
New York City at the age seventy-four. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LYNDALYNDALYNDALYNDA’’’’S MUSINGSS MUSINGSS MUSINGSS MUSINGS    

One of the many interesting things I get to do during this 
first year of my Student Ministry Internship here at CVUU is to 
shadow the minister and other church leaders as they go about 
their work of leading.  In mid-December, I got to sit in on the 
New Member classes.  It was really fun to hear how Eva and 
Mica presented so much information about UU history, policy, 
and practice in such a short time.  By the time they were done, I 
was ready to sign on the dotted line! 

I was especially struck, though, by two things.  The first was 
the comfortable, interactive tone of the “classes.”  People shared 
why they had first visited CVUU, and why they had left other 
religious traditions behind.  They asked thoughtful questions; and 
when the membership book was passed around, those few who 
were not yet ready to actually commit to membership seemed 
perfectly comfortable not signing.  That impressed me, because so 
often in group situations it is not comfortable to abstain from what 
the majority is doing.  Another “proud to be UU” moment for me. 

The second striking thing was the size of the class.  There are 
quite a few people—of various ages—interested enough in what 
we are about to attend two classes to find out.  That is a sign that 
what visitors find once they come through our doors is a good 
experience for them, has touched them in some way.  It means 
that they felt welcomed by the people and atmosphere they found 
when they first came in our door; that they felt comfortable and 
engaged in the first service they attended; that in the Fellowship 
Hall after the service people engaged them in conversation and 
began to get to know them; that they feel they “fit” here and feel 
they will continue to find value not only in attending, but also in 
contributing in some way. 

I loved hearing some of the comments that were made in that 
setting.  There seemed to be agreement that they were delighted 
to find a church community that would not only allow but 
actively support their exploration of what they believe.  Several 
people mentioned the warm feeling of community they 
encountered.  A couple of people were impressed with the 
inclusion of children in Festival Sunday services and in the first 
part of each Sunday service.  Finally, great value was put upon 
the fact that ideas from members—even those who haven’t 
joined yet!—are welcomed.  They feel that their unique gifts, 
talents and enthusiasms will find a place for expression, will be 
embraced and appreciated, here among us. 

I think that is a pretty important thing that we are seen this 
way.  It says to me that we are, in some very crucial respects, 
living into a vision of Beloved Community, right here in the Cedar 
Valley.  I hope we can sustain and expand that vision in the days, 
weeks and years to come.  I look forward to walking that journey 
with you for the next year and a half. 

Lynda Sutherland, 
Student Ministerial Intern 



On January 26, 1848 Henry David Thoreau, a Transcendentalist, 
delivered a speech at the Concord Lyceum in Massachusetts, that 
was later published as “Resistance to Civil Government”. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

JANUARYJANUARYJANUARYJANUARY SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES    

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. unless stated otherwise 
 

January 5January 5January 5January 5thththth    

Community GardeningCommunity GardeningCommunity GardeningCommunity Gardening::::    
Remembering What Grandpa Taught UsRemembering What Grandpa Taught UsRemembering What Grandpa Taught UsRemembering What Grandpa Taught Us 

  ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, John Miller (WA) 
Join us for our Anniversary Sunday communion, and a message 
about how we grow community as we remember those who have 
gone before us.  Children’s Religious Education begins for the 
new year. 

January 12January 12January 12January 12thththth    

Martin Luther King, JrMartin Luther King, JrMartin Luther King, JrMartin Luther King, Jr....---- Part 1 Part 1 Part 1 Part 1:  A Profile in Courage:  A Profile in Courage:  A Profile in Courage:  A Profile in Courage    
 ~~ Bill Chene, Del Carpenter (WA) 

Today’s message will be about how Dr. King and others in passive 
resistance movements displayed both courage and restraint in 
leading America’s civil rights movement.  This will be the first of 
a two part series with Rev. Eva completing the message on the 19th. 

January 19January 19January 19January 19thththth        ~~~~        Martin Luther King, Jr.Martin Luther King, Jr.Martin Luther King, Jr.Martin Luther King, Jr.----    Part 2Part 2Part 2Part 2    

Community GardeningCommunity GardeningCommunity GardeningCommunity Gardening::::        PurposePurposePurposePurpose    
    ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Bill Chene (WA)    

This Sunday we continue to honor the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s legacy of living a life of purpose, as we explore how 
he used this tool to build a community of justice seekers. 

January 26January 26January 26January 26thththth    

Community Gardening:  Community Gardening:  Community Gardening:  Community Gardening:  TimingTimingTimingTiming    
 ~~ Rev. Eva Cameron, Maureen Murphy (WA) 

Part of planning a successful garden is figuring out what to 
plant when, when to start your seedlings, when to harvest. . .you 
need to understand the timing or rhythm of things.  In this 
message we explore how we can use timing to our advantage to 
grow our community. 

 
 

PROGRESSIVE PARENTING CLASS 

The Progressive Parenting group continues to meet at the 
church on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.  Childcare is provided—new 
people are always welcome. 

Note:  due to the holiday, there will not be a meeting on 
Wednesday, January 1st. 

To find out more about the group, they are on Facebook—
CVUU Progressive Parents. 

 
 
 

 

JANUARY OFFICE HOURS 

As noted on the January calendar in this newsletter, the 
office will be closed for holidays on Wednesday, January 1st 
and Monday, January 20th.  Please mark your calendars. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOWING THE SEEDS— 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2014 

How do we plant, nourish, grow, and cultivate all that is 
CVUU?  The Stewardship Campaign is an important time to 
ask this question.  Stewardship Sunday is February 23, 2014. 
The Stewardship Committee will be hosting small group get-
togethers in late February and early March.  Watch for those 
opportunities on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  At 
the events we’ll discuss the campaign and you’ll be asked to 
make your pledge.  The campaign is vital to the health and 
future of our organization.  We look forward to sharing our 
vision and watching it grow! 

Shanlee McNally, 
Stewardship Chair 

 
 
 
 

John Hamilton Thom was born on January 10, 1808 in Newry, 
Ireland.  He became a prominent English Unitarian minister and 
served several congregations in Liverpool.  He was a staunch 
defender of Unitarianism, especially in the so-called Liverpool 
Controversy of 1839, in which he, James Martineau, and Henry 
Giles defended Unitarianism through a series of public lectures 
countering a similar series organized by Anglican clergy to 
condemn Unitarianism. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND ADULT FORUMS 

IN JANUARY 

We will be back to a ‘normal’ schedule this month for 
Children’s RE and Adult Forums.  Mark your calendars for 
January 5th when these two important parts of our programming 
will begin in the new year!  (Check the Adult Forums article in 
this newsletter for specific offerings.) 

 
 
 
 
 

SOME OBSERVANCES FOR JANUARY: 

National Soup month 
National Book month 

National Eye Care month 
National Thank You month 

National Volunteer Blood Donor month 



GREEN  LIVING  CORNER 

Preserving the Night Sky 

If you are older or well-travelled, you may remember seeing 
the stars and Milky Way shine brightly in a beautiful, clear night 
sky.  It used to be that rural areas and remote national parks 
seemed to have many thousands more stars than where we lived.  
It was thrilling to see them, truly awe-inspiring.  Why it was so: 
less “light pollution.”  Read below to see why that wonderful 
dark night sky is not just another pretty face but an essential 
natural resource we need to preserve. 

Keeping the best of both 
“ If you could have the nighttime lighting you need for safety and 
security, and still see the stars, wouldn’t you take both?  We can 
have a dark sky and a well-lit ground by fixing design flaws that 
make many lights a nuisance, a glare hazard, and a waste of 
energy.”                  – John Garrett, in TEDx talk. 

Light pollution:  “Any adverse effect of artificial light, 
including sky glow, glare, light trespass, light clutter, decreased 
visibility at night, and energy waste”. 

<darksky.org/assets/documents/IDAFactSheet20200607.pdf> 

Harm to the environment (including us!) 
Although we know we’ve been losing the ability to see our 

beautiful dark night skies because of light pollution, we may not 
realize how many ways this can harm our environment.  Not 
only is access to scientific observation of the skies reduced, but 
also plants, reptiles, insects, birds, amphibians, and mammals are 
harmed by light pollution. 

“Altering natural light levels with artificial light indoors or 
outdoors can compromise animal health and life processes”  
(Wikipedia:  “Light Pollution”).  By interfering with natural 
daylight/night darkness patterns, we disrupt, for example:  the 
migration of birds, the feeding of nocturnal animals and sheltering 
of small animals, reproduction of sea turtles, pollination of night-
blooming plants, human sleep cycles (and their health 
consequences, including depression and increased risk of cancer  
<http://www.ecobuildingpulse.com/air-quality/new-research-
may-lead-to-changes-for-residential.aspx>). 

Effects on plants~~ Even inappropriate light spillage onto 
woody plants (shrubs and trees) can make them retain their 
leaves into winter, increasing their risk of storm damage during 
that critical season (see diagram at right, from www.ces.purdue. 
edu/extmedia/FNR/FNR-FAQ-17.pdf).  Pollination of night-
blooming plants by insects is widely affected by lighting at night.  
Light pollution can affect plants’ growth cycles and 
productiveness, as well. 

Waste of resources and money 
The International Dark Sky Association <www.darksky.org> 

estimates that light pollution “wastes about 2,000,000 barrels of 
oil/day in the U.S. alone.”  Energy audits estimate that 60% of 
lighting energy is unneeded and wasteful, and $2.2 billion is 
wasted annually by light pollution. 

What we can do to reduce light pollution 
Learn about: 
� reducing light pollution in and around your own home, 

workplace, and place of worship, and 
� improving the lighting codes of our cities and towns. 

For excellent resources on these, see:  
▪ www.darksky.org 
▪ http://physics.fau.edu/observatory/lightpol-prevent.html. 

~Donna Davis 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

This has been another great year for growing our UU church!  
As I write this article, six new members joined our UU family in 
December.  Please help us welcome Wayne and Jan Anderson, 
Karah Spahn, Priscilla Nieman, Lindsey Kang and Katie O’Brien 
to our Cedar Valley UU.  With Desiree Cunningham and Marlin 
Nissen, that makes eight new members in 2013.  Please extend a 
welcome to these great additions to our UU family. 

For those who are interested in joining our UU Society, or 
learning more about becoming a member, contact me, Mica 
Lorenz, at <mikemica@gmail.com> or our Minister, Eva Cameron.  
We invite you to join us for our “What is Unitarian Universalism?” 
and “What does membership mean?” classes to see if this might be 
the spiritual home for which you’ve been looking. 

Many of these new members have already become active 
members of our congregation and we appreciate all they 
contribute to our community.  We must continue to add to our 
congregation as we, like most churches, lose six to ten percent of 
our membership every year.  We are right on the edge of what 
defines a mid-size church.  There are many more people out there 
who need this community, who could grow and thrive in this 
wonderful family.  Think about how much this place has meant 
to you and invite your friends and family to visit.  The number 
one reason our visitors give for coming to visit was a 
recommendation from a friend.  Stand on the Side of Love – 
Share the Joy – Share your UU Church. 

The Outreach Committee 
 
 
 
 
 

An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in. 
A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves.  

~Bill Vaughan 
 

 
 
 
 

William Greenleaf Eliot, Jr., founder of the first Unitarian 
church west of the Mississippi River in St. Louis, Missouri, died 
at age seventy-five on January 23, 1887. 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Best lighting design that with proper choice of lamp type will provide night 
light and minimize light pollution and effects on trees. 



ADULT FORUMSADULT FORUMSADULT FORUMSADULT FORUMS IN JANUARY IN JANUARY IN JANUARY IN JANUARY    

Join other UUs on Sundays at 11:30 a.m. to learn and share 
your thoughts about UU-related topics.  If you would like to help 
facilitate a future session, please contact Heather Flory at 
<forums@cedarvalleyuu.org>. 

January 5th 
Living the Interdependent Web, Part 4 
Facilitator:  Heather Flory 

Join other CVUUs to discuss the fourth UU Principle: a free 
and responsible search for truth and meaning. What does this principle 
mean to you? How do you (or can you) live it in everyday life? 

January 12th 
Reproductive Justice Curriculum, Part 1* 
Facilitators:  Michelle Tichy and Heather Flory 

This series is being offered six Sundays in a row, from 
January 12th through February 16th.  This week’s topic is: “Introduction:  
What is Reproductive Justice?”  Please join us to find out more 
about the series, and to begin the discussion about reproductive 
justice!  See below for more information about this series. 

January 19th 
Reproductive Justice Curriculum, Part 2* 
Facilitators:  Michelle Tichy and Heather Flory 

This series is being offered six Sundays in a row, from 
January 12th through February 16th.  This week’s topic is: “Sacred 
Sexuality”.  Please join us to continue the discussion about reproductive 
justice!  See below for more information about this series. 

January 26th 
Reproductive Justice Curriculum, Part 3* 
Facilitators:  Michelle Tichy and Mary Kay Madsen 

This series is being offered six Sundays in a row, from 
January 12th through February 16th.  This week’s topic is: “Inherent 
Worth and Dignity”.  Please join us to continue the discussion about 
reproductive justice!  See below for more information on this series. 

* Reproductive Justice Discussions (January – February, 2014)  

The UUA Reproductive Justice curriculum will be offered 
during the Sunday Adult Forum time, six Sundays in a row from 
January 12th through February 16th, and also from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
on Wednesdays from January 22nd through February 5th.  Here is 
a brief summary of each session: 
• Session 1 ~ Introduction:  What is Reproductive Justice?  

Examine relevant UU history; contrast frameworks of 
reproductive “health,” “rights/choice,” and “justice.” 

• Session 2 ~ Sacred Sexuality:  Identify positive and 
negative consequence of sexuality and link healthy 
sexuality with the reproductive justice movement 

• Session 3 ~ Inherent Worth and Dignity:  Understand 
reproductive oppression. 

• Session 4 ~ Reverence for Life:  Engage with various 
religious perspectives on life and pregnancy. 

• Session 5 ~ Right of Conscience:  Understand current 
political dialogue on reproductive justice issues, and 
Unitarian Universalist theological and political responses. 

• Session 6 ~ Conclusion:  Moving Forward:  Identify goals, 
methods, and strategies for reproductive justice advocacy. 

Michelle Tichy will be the lead facilitator, and other co-
facilitators will be involved, providing a good variety of 
perspectives—female and male, older and younger.  In order to 
keep each topic in context, we are asking that participants 
commit to attending all (or most) of the sessions in the series.  If 
you are interested in attending either the Sunday morning or the 
Wednesday evening series, please see Heather Flory to sign up! 

    SOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTIONSOCIAL ACTION 
“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”“WALKIN’ THE TALK”    

Guest at Your Table – UUSC Fundraiser 

The Guest at Your Table program is an annual fundraiser for 
the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), the arm 
of our denomination that advances human rights and social 
justice around the world.  Each year as a way of educating us 

about this work, the UUSC highlights several of 
the human rights leaders who partner with them, 
putting their photos on the Guest at Your Table 
poster and collection boxes.  These people are our 
“special guests” for two months as their stories 

inspire us to participate in the work of the UUSC.  This year, the 
guests are: 

• Danielle Neuss, who brings productive gardening practices 
to urban areas on Haiti, 

• Nelson Escobar, originally from El Salvador, now chair of 
the Northwest Arkansas Workers Justice Center, 

• Malya Villard-Appolon of Haiti, who works to make 
communities safer for women, 

• George Friday, national field organizer for the Bill of 
Rights Defense Committee. 

See photos of each guest and read their stories at 
<www.uusc.org/guest/2013-2014/myguests>. 

If you wish to participate in the Guest at Your Table 
program and don’t yet have a collection box, please ask for one 
from Eva or Kelly. 

You can donate to the UUSC by turning in a box with 
money in it!  We will gladly accept all your accumulated coins.  
Or, if you prefer, count the money and write a check for that 
amount to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, putting 
“Guest at Your Table membership” and the church code—
3611—in the memo line. 

And finally, you can make your Guest at Your Table gift 
online by going to <www.uusc.org/guest>. 

Gifts of $100 or more are eligible to be matched dollar for 
dollar by the UU congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, NY. 

Spring Adult Forum Offerings 

Please check the Adult Forum article on this page for information 
about the Reproductive Justice discussions to be held during January 
and February. 

Thank you.               Sally Browne 
Social Action Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Paine was born on January 29, 1737 in Thetford, England 
of Quaker parents.  He came to America after meeting Benjamin 
Franklin in London, and in 1776 he published the pamphlet 
“Common Sense”, encouraging American independence from 
England.  Back in England in 1792, he published “The Rights of 
Man” refuting Edmund Burke’s criticism of the French Revolution.  
In 1796 he followed up with “The Age of Reason”, discussing his 
deistic and humanistic beliefs.  Paine was not a member of a 
Unitarian or Universalist church, but his plea for human rights had 
a strong influence on the movement.  He died on June 8, 1809, in 
New York City, impoverished and ostracized. 



The idea of creating a Boston Sunday School was proposed on 
January 16, 1826 at a teacher’s meeting of the Franklin Sabbath 
School, organized by Josiah Flagg.  Joseph Tuckerman was chosen 
as the first president.  In 1832, the Society changed its name to the 
Sunday School Society, and it became the Unitarian Sunday 
School Society in 1858.  The Society coordinated the development 
of hundreds of Sunday school books and teacher-training 
conferences until 1912, when the Department of Religious 
Education of the American Unitarian Association took over most 
of its responsibilities. 
 
 
 

 

JOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWSJOYS and SORROWS    
Healthy new year wishes to all of our members, friends and 

their families; especially to those who are dealing with health or 
other life issues. 

A happy new year to our longtime members: Dorothy Forsberg, 
Gordon Harrington, Dorothy Wendt, Brian Forster (all at 
Friendship Village), Earl Van Fleet (at Rosewood), and to our 
members who are at home recuperating—Norm Kitchen, Julie 
Husband and Diane House.  

Contact Rev. Eva with pastoral concerns or if you are in 
need of assistance. 

 
 

 
 

For any of us growing up in the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s, the name 
Victor Borge is likely a familiar one from radio and television.  
Steve and I saw him perform in Des Moines at the age of ninety-
one—about six months before he died—a two and a half hour 
one-man show with no intermission!  What an amazing artist who 
truly loved performing.  Since he was born in January, I’d like to 
share just a very small portion of his life in this newsletter. 

              Gerry Chamberlin, Editor 

Victor Borge was born on January 3, 1909 in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, the son of Bernhard and Frederikke Rosenbaum.  He was 
named Børge Rosenbaum and his musical talent was no surprise as 
his father was a musician in the Royal Danish Chapel. 

He was educated at the Royal Danish Academy of Music and 
had his piano debut in 1926 in Copenhagen and was recognized 
as a very talented musician.  During the 1930’s he became one of 
Denmark’s most popular artists.  He started his career as a classical 
pianist, but his talent for making the audience laugh was soon 
obvious, and he started developing his unique blend of humor and 
music.  He had his revue debut in 1933 and his film debut in 1937. 

In 1940 he was forced to leave Denmark and emigrated to 
New York.  Although he didn’t speak English, he soon managed 
to “translate” his humor, and he performed for the first time on 
Bing Crosby’s radio show in 1941.  In 1942 he was pronounced 
“the best new radio performer of the year” by the American press, 
and his radio and TV shows became extremely popular.  He 
became an American citizen in 1948, and had his own show, 
“Comedy in Music” at The Golden Theatre, New York (1953-56).  
Incidentally, he almost single-handedly developed the Rock Cornish 
game hen industry in America; he owned a very large farm in CT 
where he raised and sold Cornish hens. 

Borge died at home in his sleep on December 23, 2000, after 
returning from a trip to Denmark.  According to his wishes, to 
mark his connection to both the U.S. and Denmark, part of his 
ashes were interred in Greenwich, CT, the other in Copenhagen. 

Bernardino Ochino died at age seventy-six on January 27, 1565.  
A Franciscan monk who became a Capuchin and then a Unitarian 
late in life, Ochino was an influential figure in English Protestantism. 
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DCRE’S JANUARY HOURS 

I will be in the office on January 2nd from 12:45 – 2:45 p.m. 
and back to a normal schedule beginning January 5th.  If you 
wish to meet with me, let me know ahead to be sure I’m not out 
getting supplies. 

Happy New Year! 
Angie 

 
 
 
 

Emily Taft Douglas died on January 28, 1994 in Westchester 
County, New York, at the age of one hundred-four.  She was 
president of the Unitarian Association, and a trustee of Meadville 
Lombard Theological School. 
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BUDDHIST PATH 

Join us each week at 7:30 p.m. on Thursdays in the balcony for 
meditation, walking meditation and discussion of Buddhist topics.  
All are welcome. 

This is a great group to which to invite a friend or neighbor, 
someone who might enjoy having a place to meditate.  Come 
explore the living dharma with us. 

 
 
 
 

WhaleCoast Alaska 2014 

WHAT:  Four Unitarian Universalist Fellowships in Alaska invite 
 you to an unforgettable All-Alaska tour. 

WHEN:  July 11th to July 23rd 

COST:  $3,389 ($50 discount for early payment) 

WHERE:  From the southeast coastal waters to the sunny 
 Interior, from remote wilderness to modern cities.  
 We experience the best of Alaska! 

SEE:   Wildlife (whales, seals, bears, moose, caribou, and more). 
 Glaciers, islands, fjords, and mountain ranges. 
 Native American artists and dancers. 
 Alaska’s finest museums. 
 Spectacular travel by train, ferry, and plane. 

STAY: Real Alaska!  UU homestays, dinner parties with Anchorage, 
  Fairbanks, Sitka and Juneau UUs. 

DIRECTOR:  Dave Frey, longtime Fairbanks UU 
REGISTRATION:  Available on our website 
MORE INFO:  <www.WhaleCoastAK.org> 
CONTACT:  Email ~ <dfrey@WhaleCoastAK.org> 
ADDRESS:  675 Gold Vein Road, Fairbanks, AK  99712 
PHONE:  907-322-4966 

Editor’s Note:  there is a wonderful slideshow of about ten 
minutes in length—complete with music and song—at this site: 
<https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B1mZRkkH6vzgeTZfTkJlTGh
NLWc/edit?usp=sharing>.  Can you find a familiar face or two 
in the beautiful Alaska photos? 


